THE REVELATION OF THE KING

1 Samuel 23   Mark 6:10-34

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, friends and visitors here with us this morning, we believe, because the Bible tells us, that we live in the day of Christ the King’s power. We read that when Jesus died and rose again, he displayed his victory over his enemies openly when he was raised up to the throne of David in heaven and he was anointed and given the Holy Spirit, whom he then gave to the Church at Pentecost. That was evident to all the spiritual powers in heavenly realms. The world does not acknowledge that. And neither, often, does it seem real to us. There certainly doesn’t seem to be any glory about it as yet. 

And that is true, because the church at the present time in history is rather more like David and his six hundred men, wandering round in the forest of Hereth in central Judah, in the desert of Ziph and the mountainous and rocky country further east and south. The Church seems often to be on the run, like David; a few victorious skirmishes in places like Keilah every now and again but otherwise, apparently, not having much power or might. 

That is true to a large extent because we are and the Kingdom of Christ is, like David at this stage in his life, in an in-between time. But everything is in place, just waiting for the day when the Lord will be revealed in glory; because the enemy has been stripped of his crippling power by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Somewhat like Saul had been stripped of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit now rested upon and empowered and guided David; so the devil has been stripped of the power to deceive the nations anymore. And after Pentecost Christ and the Church have the power of the Holy Spirit to enlighten the nations, all the nations, with the Gospel. 

Yet, because we are still in this kind of in-between time when the decisive battle has been won but as yet the whole world has not been won, nor all the elect gathered in, the Church does still struggle and battle against the devil and the forces of sin; both outside the Church and within the Church, and, for that matter, within our own hearts. 

So where are we with the story? David has been anointed king, he believes he will eventually receive the throne and yet God plunges him into deeper distress. We saw in chapter 22, verse 6, that God has sent to David Gad the prophet, to call him back to Judah and so that he would have a prophet with him continually. Last week, in the rest of chapter 22, in utter folly and wicked blindness, in a rage that anybody would dare cross him, Saul wipes out all the priests of the village of Nob but one. Abiathar escapes and Saul, in effect, sends him to David. And so the three offices of the Kingdom are in place – the prophet, the priest and the king, David. Well now then, it is time for David to be revealed to Israel and that is what this chapter is about.
 First of all;

1.
THE KING’S CALL 

David was obviously not a puritan. He hadn’t worked out a constitution yet. He wasn’t a German either – he didn’t have a plan. He was more like a very ordinary Englishman – late, muddled and unprepared (as the Europeans love to say). He seems to be operating one step at a time as impulse or fear or the Lord led him. It seems he’d never thought of what he was going to do with his six hundred men in the forest of Hereth. For "the grim realities of outlawry have little relationship to Robin Hood and his merry men in the greenwood of Sherwood."
 Or, we might add, with the jolly Friar Tuck blessing them with a jug of beer. 

God soon answered that question. "Then they told David saying, Behold the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are plundering the threshing floors.” Who were "they" who told David about Keilah’s plight? And why didn’t they tell Saul? After all, he was Israel’s king. That was his job. Or maybe they did tell Saul; or somebody else told him. We don’t know, but Scripture has recorded that they told David. That’s what God wants us to know and that means something. It means that somebody for some reason recognizes that David is Israel’s saviour. And David carries it off. “He delivered the inhabitants of Keilah,” we read, “he struck the Philistines with a great slaughter and carried off their livestock.”

So the underground press would have spread it around: “Israel has a new king!” Underground press, you can bet your boots, with a totalitarian Saul as king at the moment. “Israel has a new king!” that was the message, you can be sure, because it’s the task of a king to save and protect his people and David has just done that. So how else ought he to be described? Israel’s new king has received his call and he has been revealed to all with eyes to see it. “Let all in Israel with an ear to hear, hear what the Spirit is saying to Israel.” The king’s call. Secondly; 

2.
THE KING’S CARE 

Israel’s new king has been revealed. But even before he was revealed he shows he is a true king. And that’s right too. Even as an elder or a deacon must show himself a godly and loving and gracious manager of his own household before he has charge over God’s household. How does David show this? In two ways: 

First of all, David enquires of the Lord, “Shall I attack these Philistines threatening Keilah?” “Yes,” says God. “But hang on a minute,” say his men, “Keilah is right on the border of Philistine territory. It would be very easy for them to surround us and cut us off from our escape route. Did you think of that David?”

Well whether David had or he hadn’t – and I suspect he had because David was no novice to warfare by now – but he had his word from the Lord. But these men had not and he was asking them to endanger their lives. So he goes back to God and asks God the question again for the sake of his men; and he gets the same answer. But not only does David show a care and concern for the assurance of his men.

Secondly, he has a care and a concern for all his people. He saved the village of Keilah, at some danger to himself, obviously, by going to war; but also because of the dangerous situation that Keilah was situated in, as even his men recognized. But they saved Keilah and then stopped by for a bit. Maybe they decided to have a celebration with the inhabitants of Keilah and a bit of a break from the rough life of fugitives. But David is concerned whether Saul will come and destroy Keilah “on my account,” he says in verse 10. And he will not stay and put Keilah in danger. And it was a real danger. After all, Saul had slaughtered the whole village of Nob because they aided and abetted David (or at least so he assumed). After that it was not unreasonable for David to fear Saul would do the same to Keilah if it appeared they were sheltering him. Nor for Keilah to fear it! 

You see, Saul is pursuing his own kingdom and he cares nothing for the lives of the people. You see that later in the chapter also where he says to the people of Ziph after they say that they are prepared to betray David, “You have had compassion on me.” Saul is so concerned about his own kingdom he is prepared to endanger the nation. At the end of the chapter, while he is pursuing David down in Ziph, the Philistines feel free to attack. But David, to preserve the lives of the people, the village of Keilah which he has just delivered, leaves in the face of this threat. And what does he do? “He and his men go wherever they could go in the hill country of the wilderness of Ziph,” verse 13. 

That has got to remind you of the Lord Jesus Christ: “wherever they could go." The birds of the air have nests and the foxes have holes, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Hebrews 5 talks about the leaders of God’s people dealing gently with those who are ignorant and misguided. This is one of the great complaints that the prophets Ezekiel and Jeremiah raise about the shepherds of Israel in their day and which God says will change when Jesus reigns. Why, congregation, even any ordinary Christian, says Paul, is not to "look out for his own affairs but to be concerned for the affairs of others" (Philippians 2). How much more the leaders? Isaiah 40 speaks about God as a God “who gathers up the lambs and gently leads those who are with young.” In other words, he has a care and a concern for those who are vulnerable. It’s the same concern you see right throughout the Old Testament that God has for the alien and the widow and the orphan. 

So in Matthew 12, we read of the Lord Jesus that, “A battered reed my servant will not break and a smoldering wick he will not put out.” God has great patience with the battler, with the struggler. Constantly we read of Jesus having compassion on the people. That is a true king; and a true leader of the Lord’s people will be like him and David was. So: the King’s Call; the King’s Care; thirdly; 

3.
THE KING’S COUNSEL. 

In two ways:

First of all, David receives divine guidance. Whether the people told Saul that Keilah was in danger or not we cannot know but he sure was told a lot of other things. In fact that seems to be a major theme of the chapter – intelligence gathering. Five times you read that somebody told Saul something. Five times you read that somebody told David something. It’s a wonder the spies weren’t bumping into each other and tripping over each other! 

Yet, while Saul does seem to have better sources and the information he gets is accurate, he is constantly floundering around in the dark and David eludes him every time! Because, of course, Saul is in the dark! The Holy Spirit was taken from him long ago and given to David. Yet, having the Holy Spirit to empower him with the gift of kingship did not necessarily give David access to God’s mind and guidance. But now David has that! The prophet Gad is with him and when God doesn’t speak through the prophet, he speaks through the priest, whom Saul in his folly has now sent to David. We read in verse 6 of our chapter, “Now it came about when Abiathar the son of Ahimilech fled to David at Keilah that he came down with an ephod in his hand.” The ephod was the priest’s robe and in that robe was the urim and the thummim. We don’t know what this was but if you read verses 10 and 12 of our chapter, it appears that it must be some sort of dice, or lot that gave a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer to a specific question. 

We saw last week that not only is Christ exalted to God’s right-hand in heaven and given power and kingship over the world, but "we share in that anointing," as we put it in our Catechism. In other words, brothers and sisters, all believers are prophets, priests and kings and by our prayers we rule history with Jesus Christ, the true David. In Revelation chapter 8, we saw last week: We see an "angel at the altar in heaven with a golden censer and much incense was given to the angel which he then added to the prayers of all the saints upon the altar." And after "the smoke of incense with the prayers of the saints went up to God, the angel threw the censer to the earth" and it causes great destruction. The angel is working in conjunction with the prayers of believers and so, despite appearances, it is saints, believers in Christ, who rule the world with their prayers. Do you pray? It is your birthright to rule the world with Christ through your prayers. 

David had direct access to God with the high priest. Now we read in Hebrews chapter 4, “We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens; Jesus, the Son of God. Therefore, hold fast our confession for we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore, let us draw near to God with confidence to the throne of grace that we might receive mercy and grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16). People of God, we have direct access to God, even as David did, in times of distress; not only to rule the world in some mysterious way that we don’t really understand much about, but also to seek guidance! But whereas David got a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ through the urim and the thummim, and perhaps a bit more expanded revelation through Gad the prophet, “we have,” Peter tells us, “a more sure word of prophecy,” a whole book of it to guide us.

For sure, we don’t get such detailed information about specific situations as David sometimes got. But David had a great deal less understanding about what God was doing in the world and where he was taking the world. But we, as an adult church, Paul tells us in Galatians, have Christ’s last will and testament. And in his last will and testament God has made known to us, Ephesians 1, “the mystery of his will, according to his kind intention which he purposed in our king (the ultimate David), Jesus Christ, to sum up everything in subjection to Jesus Christ; things in heaven and things on earth and things below the earth.” 

That is what God is doing in the world and we know about it. In this last will and testament, as an adult church, we have all the detail we need and if we feel in great need, go to the throne of grace. And if the need is wisdom, “ask of God who gives to all men generously and upbraids not,” James chapter 1. And that wisdom "will be given him!" David got a few sentences here and there from Gad the prophet. He got a simple 'yes' or 'no' to very specific questions from Abiathar, through the urim and the thummim. You have this whole great big book! And in it you have "the wisdom that leads to salvation" and having been saved, you "have all things necessary for life and godliness," 2 Peter chapter 1, "that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work," 2 Timothy chapter 3. 

And if you don’t have that wisdom it’s "because you don’t ask for it," James tells us; because we have been promised it. 

#
So do we live by the rule of Proverbs 3? "In all your ways acknowledge him," take God into your confidence, ask God for help, "and he will direct your paths." 

#
"I am the light of the world," said Jesus, "and he who follows me will not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life!" You say you have Jesus; therefore you have light! 

But guidance isn’t the only counsel David gets, or the only counsel that we may expect. Secondly, David also gets divine encouragement. He has to flee Keilah because the Lord tells him the people will give him up to Saul. And we are told in verse 14 that “Saul sought David every day but God did not deliver him into his hand.”
 Perhaps David knew that God would not deliver him but still, it’s not always easy to live what we know, is it? After all, we know that we are righteous in Christ; but it’s hard to live up to that sometimes. We know that God will work out everything for our good and that he gives us everything we need; but it’s not always easy to trust in God as we ought. It seems David began to fear again and become discouraged.
 That would be understandable. After all, he had just saved Keilah and then, he is told by God, that they would be willing to deliver him up to Saul. So God sends Jonathan to him. 

That must have been a great blessing, mustn’t it? – for David to see his friend again and to know the trouble Jonathan must have gone to, and the danger, to come out to him. Because, don’t forget, Saul has thrown a spear at Jonathan before! We are to "rejoice with those who rejoice;" we are to "weep with those who weep" and it is part of our comfort in life that Jesus became a man and he experienced life upon the earth as a man and therefore he is qualified to be a sympathetic high priest. But it wasn’t just the companionship of a dear friend that Jonathan brought. We read that “Jonathan encouraged him in God.” Literally; "he strengthened his hand in God." 

Human fellowship, especially Christian human fellowship, is a great thing but it is really the promises and the Word of God that not only guide us, but in which we find our real hope and help. So Jonathan says to David in verse 17, “Don’t be afraid, because the hand of Saul my father will not find you and you will be king over Israel and I will be next to you. And Saul my father knows that also.” The Apostle Paul experienced the same thing. He wrote to Timothy and said, “At my first defence no-one supported me; all deserted me; but the Lord stood with me, the Lord strengthened me.” People of God, it is in the Lord that we find our strength and hope and salvation and security! 

I have a good friend – not in our congregation – who is going through a very difficult time at present and I feel a little bit like Jonathan. This friend is being boxed in and doors are being shut here and there, a bit like David between Gath and Moab, and all I can offer him is words of encouragement. I even said to him the other day, “I wish I had a million dollars and could set you up.” It’s frustrating when you want to help and you can’t. You feel so powerless. But that, of course, is exactly, said Paul, when we are strong – when we are weak. Because then we are cast back on to the Lord. We can’t do something that might seem good to us. We have to entrust one another to the bare promises of God and they will achieve more than anything we might otherwise do. It is in the Lord we find our strength and salvation and hope and security. And that brings me to my last point 

4.
THE KING’S SECURITY 

One can quite understand Keilah being afraid after the Nob incident, but surely Ziph is a different matter. Saul was not marching upon Ziph. He didn’t know David was in their territory. He could never charge them with hiding David because they weren’t and obviously not so. And what makes it even harder to bear is that Ziph is central Judah; David’s own tribe; Caleb’s country as a matter of fact. Yet they volunteer to turn David over to Saul. 

Well, Saul comes down and he begins to “search out David among all the thousands of Judah,” as he boasted in verse 23. He got so close that all that separated them was a mountain. And a mountain in Ziph was not the Southern Alps. None of the mountains in Ziph are higher than the Waitakeres – four hundred and fifty metres, thereabouts. But it seems from verse 26 that Saul and David had only one ridge between them and as Saul is about to close in, someone else tells him something, between gasps, “Hurry, come, the Philistines have made a raid on the land.” Well, that’s what our translation says. Others would translate it more strongly. “They spread themselves out on the land,” – it was a big-time invasion, it couldn’t be ignored. 

David feared. Saul pursued. But "God did not let David fall into Saul’s hand." David knew that the Ziphites had dobbed him in but Jonathan had just been and visited him and strengthened his hand in God. Jonathan had assured him, Look, “my father shall not find you and you will be king over Israel.” Had David told Jonathan that Samuel had anointed him king? We don’t know. But Jonathan could read this in everything that was going on in Israel and Saul could see it too. 

And strengthened by that promise of God, while he fled, David wrote the Psalm that we just sang, Psalm 54; “Strangers have risen up against me and violent men have sought my life. They have not set God before them. But God is my helper. The Lord sustains my soul.” And God honored that trust; and just look at this lovely turn: the Philistines whom David and his men had feared at the beginning of the chapter end up at the end of the chapter saving David’s life.
 Doesn’t God have a nice sense of irony sometimes? 

Even though David has been revealed to Israel as their saviour, he’s not accepted by all and it is a difficult path for David to walk. But it is only the path the Lord Jesus walked as well; even though he had been revealed to Israel by John the Baptist and by his baptism and by all the miracles and wonderful works he did and the prophecies he had fulfilled. 

It is the path we also have to walk. By his resurrection Jesus was revealed to the world as victor over sin and death and hell; and “it was not done in a corner,” Paul reminded King Agrippa. It was all very public. He broke the Sanhedrin's seal on the tomb and the Sanhedrin didn’t try to deny the reality of the resurrection. All they could do was bribe the soldiers to lie about it. Jesus appeared to many after the resurrection – five hundred at one time. It was a real resurrection. It wasn’t a figment of their imagination. They didn’t expect it. They weren’t looking for it. They didn’t at first believe it. 

Glory comes later, even as David still had to wait another 10 years; even as Jesus had to await the resurrection and the ascension into heaven. First of all he had to suffer: thirty years as he grew up and he saw the sin and the suffering of the world; another three years as he was contradicted at every turn by sinners throughout his ministry; then especially in those last three days of his capture and trial; and finally, eternally and absolutely in those three hours of darkness on the cross. 

But glory has come to him and glory will come to us too if we are willing to suffer with him. “For it has been given us,” Paul tells us, “not only to believe in his name but to suffer with him.” 

We too have been called. We have been called to follow Jesus and we must not desire to be greater than our master or have greater privileges. We too, therefore, should care for one another and for the world over which Jesus wept! We have the same counsel. We have the full and complete Word of God to guide us. It is full of promises to strengthen our hands in God. Now with that same security, come on, let’s rise above ourselves. Let’s stop indulging in our troubles and worries. That’s what anti-Christs do! That’s what Sauls do! – look after their own kingdom and therefore look after their own comfort and therefore they are obsessed with their own security. “You’ve been good to me,” was Saul’s concern! 

But our security is all sure and certain. It’s guaranteed by the promises of God. So then, let’s be to our work as followers of Christ. Let’s seek first his kingdom and his righteousness. Thus the Lord will use us and bless us, even as he did David, even as he did our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen.

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 24th April, 2005

�   Writing sermons is an interesting business. I try to have some idea of what the passage is saying before I read my commentaries; and when I read the commentaries, I leave until last the ones most helpful sermonically. Davis is often wonderfully helpful sermonically, so he is always last and I definitely read him after I have my theme and outline, unless I am really at a loss. He has a beautiful outline for this passage, but I chose my own in the end because, i) I think Keil had the theme of the passage best, viz., After the prophet Gad had called David back to Judah, and there to receive the priest, God then gave him an opportunity to show himself as the true king, the saviour of his people; exactly along the lines that had been developing in my own mind and right in line with Darby's idea from last week. Davis doesn't really have a theme, except for his heading, The God who Provides. Very true, but it lacks a sense of the development of the story and biblical theology. He does get to the point at the end of his exposition but I wanted it up front; furthermore, ii) my own outline may not be as good in gathering up the material of the chapter in a nice handful, but it is my own; and that must work to help one write one's own sermon.


�   Ellison.


�   If it be asked why the Philistines had livestock with them, it could have been either as dinner on the hoof or to haul home the wagons of Israelite grain; very likely both.


�   If it be thought that this statement contradicts v.13, note: literally it is "all the days"; ie., it is a general statement meaning all the days of Saul's life but, as v.28 shows, intermittently, as matters allowed.


�   Verse 15 may indicate this.


�   Davis has, with nice facetiousness, "Not for the last time does David accept the Philistines as his personal saviour."
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