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“Apollos and the 12 Disciples – Part 1”  Text – Acts 18:18b-9:7  OT Reading – Numbers 6:1-5, 13-18 NT Reading – 1 Cor. 12:27-13:13

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Right here at the beginning of the sermon, I want you to know that we are going to go off on a bit of a side-track today.  I will introduce us to this passage and to the main point in view in these verses but then veer off on to something of a sidetrack that the text sets before us.  So we will actually come back next time to deal with the main point.  And so this is why this will be a two-part sermon so that we are not still here at lunch-time!
Well the Book of Acts is what we call theological history.  It is a history book that records certain historical events involving certain historical persons, but it does so with a theological perspective.  
There are theological reasons why each event is recorded and why others are not.  
To begin with, Luke wrote this book, together with his Gospel, to a particular person, Theophilus.  And Luke 1:1 tells us that he got his information from eyewitnesses and put it down in an orderly account so that Theophilus could be certain about the things he had been taught.
But beyond that, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Luke has recorded the key events in the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem out into the world.
· So, we see the path that the gospel took.

· We see how the gospel was preached along the way.

· We see differences between the reaction of the Jews and the reaction of the Gentiles.

· We see that the gospel sometimes produces faith and at other times is ignored or violently opposed.

· We see how churches were planted and how they took shape as established churches.

· And we see a lot about the work of evangelism/missions along the way.
And in all of this we see, yes, the activity of men and women, but more than that, the power of the risen Christ working through the presence of the Holy Spirit in men and women.

So, Acts is a Spirit-inspired, human record of spiritual activity accomplished through human efforts, which are sometimes faithful and at other times fumbling.
And this is why the book is such an extraordinary encouragement.

Well, there are certain events that we come across in Acts that provide us with a bit more head-scratching than others, as in, What is going on here?  How am I to understand this?  Why are we being told this?  How does this event reveal the power of the Risen Lord?  How does this event connect with the life I live today before the Lord?  And the text before us today describes two of these events.  You see, with both Apollos and the 12 disciples, while there is obvious belief in God and even in Jesus Christ, there are also serious gaps in their knowledge; important gaps.
And so, we are probably left scratching our heads a little and wondering about what is going on here.  
And clearly, at the end of each of section, both Apollos and the 12 disciples have changed in some way.  
But the question is Of what nature is this change?  Are these people believers who simply grow in faith or are these people those who are converted to Christianity?  
And considering this question will raise some valuable questions that each one us will also need to consider.
1. Well, stepping back a little from all of that, we see that the attention of Acts shifts now from Corinth to Ephesus.  Paul’s extended time at Corinth comes to an end as he heads back to Palestine and then begins his third missionary journey.  And we need to spend a few moments reviewing the events that bring Paul to Ephesus.  
a. In v18, we are told why Paul left Corinth.  It was because of a vow Paul had taken.  
i. Now, Luke does not give us a lot of detail so we don’t need to spend hours trying to work it all out and to seek layers of application for our lives today.  But it is a rather curious thing, isn’t it.  So let’s seek a brief explanation.  
A. Cenchrea was a very short distance away from Corinth.  Both places had ports but Cenchrea’s meant a much shorter boat trip to Palestine.  
B. And Paul was leaving because of a vow he had taken.  So, what is this vow all about?  Well, it is something like the Nazarite vows that we read about earlier in Numbers 6.  
1) Most commentators suggest it went something like this: 
a) You would make a vow to the Lord for a set amount of time.  
b) You would then cut off your hair and allow it to grow for the duration of that period.  
c) And when the period of time came to an end, you then cut your hair again and presented the hair that had grown back in the meantime as an offering to the Lord.  
2) So, for example, perhaps having escaped Gallio’s court, Paul made a vow of thankfulness for 3 months or 12 months or however long.  
a) But now that time had come.  He had cut his hair again.

b) And so, the hair had to presented as an offering.  But, in keeping with Numbers 6, the offering had to be presented at the temple in Jerusalem.  
i) So this was why Paul was leaving.

3) Paul clearly saw this act of public devotion as part of those Jewish customs that still had their place among the Jewish people.  
a) It was not something that was required but something that was voluntary.  
b) It was also very much in keeping with being holy and pure and set apart unto the Lord.
c) And living as he did, on this side of the cross, it was something that had its centre the person and work of Jesus Christ – it was an act of grateful worship.
4) And so, in part because of what Paul does here, the modernized version of the Westminster Confession of Faith says this about the vows that you and I may make today in ch. 22.6 (And I have put a copy of these words in the bulletin if you wish to look it over later on), “A vow is to be made only to God and not to any created being.  In order for it to be acceptable, it is to be made voluntarily, out of faith and conviction of duty, either from thankfulness for mercy or from the desire to obtain what we lack.  By taking a vow we bind ourselves more strictly to necessary duties, or to other things to the extent that they contribute to the performance of these duties.”
a) And examples of these would be the vows we make in worship like baptism vows or public profession of faith vows or office-bearer vows or the vows we make in relation to marriage.
i) These are appropriate, God glorifying vows – “I promise to do this, as God is my witness, and with His help,” for example.
b. Well, continuing on with v22, we are told that they came to Caesarea, which is on the coast of Palestine, and that Paul “went up and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch.”  
i. And even though he doesn’t mention the name of Jerusalem in this verse, what Luke describes here is a visit to Jerusalem.  
A. You see, if this is the coastline, Caesarea is here and Antioch is up here and Jerusalem is down here.  
B. But while you and I are people of maps, the people of these times were people of geography and topography.  
1) So, Paul arrived at the coast, he went up to Jerusalem in the hills “and greeted the church” and then he went down to Antioch, which is the place where the missionary journey began.  
2) So now, at the end of v22, the Spirit of the Lord has brought Paul safely back to the congregation that sent him on this journey.  What a wonderful time of rejoicing and reunion that must have been as Paul is able to bear witness to the power of the Risen Christ that has advanced His church even into Greece and beyond!

c. And from v23, we learn that Paul heads out on his third missionary journey, visiting the churches in Galatia and Phrygia again before arriving in Ephesus.  
i. He had briefly visited Ephesus on his way back to Jerusalem, as we see in v19, promising that he would come back there “if it [was] God’s will.”  And indeed, according to the will of God, he has returned.  
2. But while ch. 19 will take up the story of Paul’s time in Ephesus, the remainder of ch. 18 is about an event that took place there before Paul got there – the arrival of Apollos.
a. Apollos is introduced to us as a Jew, “a native of Alexandria,” and “a learned man [or an eloquent man – one who was a very gifted public speaker], with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus accurately.”  
i. And those words “great fervour” literally mean ‘burning’ or ‘boiling hot.’  Apollos was a man on fire; a passionate preacher.  
ii. Now, Alexandria was a place where there had long been a large Jewish community, and it was well known as a place of theological study.  It is the place where the Greek version of the Hebrew OT was written, for example.  And somehow, Apollos had heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
A. But while that all sounds very much like a Christian, we are told also that “he knew only the baptism of John.”  
1) And so, the question is, Was Apollos a Christian with an incomplete education, or was Apollos not yet a Christian?
2) And we will ask and answer the same question about the 12 disciples in ch. 19.  
3. But that will have to wait for the next sermon, for now we go off on the sidetrack.  For what we want to consider with the rest of our time today arises from the interaction between Apollos and Priscilla and Aquila.  We are told that “when P&A heard him [Apollos], they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.”
a. And as we noted last week, it is noteworthy that Priscilla’s name is always mentioned before her husband’s name in the NT.  
i. And this could be, as we said, because Priscilla may have come from a very upper class Roman family.  
ii. But it is also possible that the order of names is a reflection of her giftedness in comparison to that of her husband’s.  
A. You see, right throughout Acts, Luke has given specific attention to women, which was extremely unusual for this time.  
1) We think of the mention of some women and Mary, Jesus’ mother, praying with the disciples in ch. 1, 
2) and Tabitha who was a busy servant of the Lord in ch. 9, 
3) and Lydia in Philippi in ch. 16, 
4) and that among those who believed in Thessalonica and Berea were several “prominent women,”

5) and the mention of Damaris as a convert in Athens, 
6) and now Priscilla’s involvement in Apollos’ education.  
B. Women are regularly being specifically named or mentioned or shown in a variety of wonderful roles in the Book of Acts that are consistent with the general teaching about the roles of men and women that we see in the Bible.  
1) We do not see women exercising office in the church but we do see women who are very busy using their gifts and abilities in the life of the church, including a teaching role here with Priscilla.  
a) But it is a teaching role in the home that is used for the benefit of the church and is performed alongside her husband and that honours the roles Christ has assigned within the church and the home.  

b. But our key interest here is the attitude of P&A and Apollos.  These are people who are servants of the Lord Jesus Christ and enthusiastic servants in the church of Jesus Christ.  
i. Consider Apollos, first of all: Despite being an educated and gifted speaker, with a thorough knowledge of the scriptures, he is willing to sit in the home of two tentmakers and be taught theology.  
A. What an example of Christ-like humility.  
1) What an example that we do well to imitate.  

a) Are you willing to learn from people who may not be as ‘smart’ or well-read as you are?

ii. But we see a similar attitude in Priscilla and Aquila.  
A. They have heard Apollos speaking up the front of the church and it is obvious that his biblical understanding is lacking.  So what do they do?  
1) Do they stand up and tell him to sit down because he has got it all wrong?  No.  
2) Do they march up to Apollos after the service and put him in a corner and give him chapter and verse on mistakes?  No.  
3) Do they gather a few like-minded friends to ‘share their concerns’ about his preaching?  No.  
4) Do they mix with those who share the same theology as them and avoid Apollos?  No.  

5) Do they pack up and go to another church where they don’t have to put up with such inadequate preaching that isn’t feeding them?  No.

B. Now congregation, don’t get me wrong here, I am not trying to make a point about how you all react to my preaching.  The point in view here is much wider than about reacting to preaching.  The point in view here is about having a critical spirit, which can come out in relation to all sorts of things – upset with a certain bulletin note, don’t like a flower arrangement, disagree with what a study group leader said or did or didn’t say or didn’t do, think the lawn is too long or too short, disappointed with the standard of church-cleaning, horrified by the discipline, or lack of it, of children, organ too slow or too loud, and the list can go on and on.  We hear or we see, and boom we react and give our opinion from atop our high horse.  
C. And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, we cannot afford to quickly skip over what is said here about p&a.  They were right, after all!  Apollos had a faulty or incomplete theology.  He had a serious failing in his preaching.  What he was teaching would mislead people for it was not the full gospel truth.  It was badly lacking.  
1) And P&A love the Lord Jesus Christ.  
2) P&A are zealous for God’s glory and the full truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
3) P&A love the church of Jesus Christ.  
a) But what this all adds up to for P&A is that they love Apollos, incomplete theology and all.  They love him with that love we read about in 1 Cor. 13.  
i) And their love for Christ and for the truth and for the church and for Apollos guides how they respond to his failings.  
A) And their love for him is such that what they have to say to him can wait until they are in the privacy of their home, and, we may be sure, until after they have washed his feet and fed him a good meal and talked with him about his family, etc.  
i. And then they lovingly and gently raise this matter of his incomplete theology.  
D. Now, what I am saying here is not about ‘how to have a good influence on people’ techniques and methods.  That is not what life in the church is all about.  What we see here is the activity of the Spirit of God at work in the attitudes and actions of these three people.   Apollos and P&A are walking in step with the Spirit.
1) But look how much of a blessing this was to the church of Christ?  
a) Through their loving actions toward him and through his humble and loving response, the glory of God and the church of Christ were advanced.

b) Apollos took his fuller understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ and put it to immediate good use in the service of the church of Jesus Christ as he went up to Corinth to carry on what Paul had begun there. 
iii. So why have we taken the time to go down this sidetrack?  We have done so because great hurt can be caused when a critical spirit takes hold in a congregation.  
A. On the positive side, the fact that people are concerned that things are done according to God’s Word; that they are zealous about holiness and good order and biblical faithfulness and godly living is a good thing.  
B. The fact that people are courageous enough to approach others about issues rather than ignoring the issues or just simmering on them is a good thing.  
C. But very easily this strength becomes a weakness when we get nit-picky and unable to let things that are not that important go, or to let love cover a multitude of sins, or to allow people to make mistakes that the Lord is well able to smooth out in His time, or we get upset about things that are really just matters of my opinion or taste versus yours.  
1) And if it is something that needs discussion, the same weakness is there when we do not wait for the right moment and the right way of lovingly expressing our concerns.  
a) And great hurt can be caused when we behave like this.

D. You see, it was to this Ephesian congregation that the Lord Jesus said in Revelation 2, You are wonderfully zealous about holiness but “I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.”  
1) It is so easy when we are concerned about this or that to lose sight of the love of Jesus Christ for us, our love for Him, and our calling to love His people.  And then we are in trouble; serious trouble.    
iv. So again, as I said earlier, this is not about ‘how to influence people’ techniques and methods.  
A. This is all about being spirit-filled Christians who behave differently to the way of the world.  
B. This is all about seeing each other as those who are precious in the eyes of God, those for whom Christ died, those with whom we are united by faith in Christ, those that the Lord has given different gifts and abilities to, those that the Holy Spirit has in a different place on the sanctification curve than we are on, those whose concerns and priorities and struggles are likely different than ours are at the moment.
C. This is all about loving the church of Jesus Christ as it comes to expression in the Andres and Margarets and Pauls and Louis and Annas, etc etc.
And it is important because the church belongs to Jesus Christ and because this sort of love accomplishes great things in and through the church of Jesus Christ.

And so, we will come back to Apollos and the 12 disciples next time but may our Lord and Saviour grant to each one of us this love.  Amen.

