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“Riot & Resurrection on the Route to Rome”      Text – Acts 19:21-20:16        OT Reading – Isaiah 44:6-24 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Most of us, I am sure, will have had the opportunity to plan a trip overseas or, if not overseas, a trip somewhere in NZ.  
And so, we select a certain route to travel.  We plan to leave from here on this date and to arrive there on that date, maybe having stopped here or there along the way.

But there are times, aren’t there, where your trip ends up being quite different than what you had originally planned.
Some of you will remember that Br. and Sr. Derrick and Frances had a trip planned to Europe a few years ago.  Their travel route was all planned out.  But then came the eruption of Eyjafjallajokull in Iceland that rather drastically affected their travel plans as well as the plans of millions of travellers all around the world.
Well, the large passage of Acts that we have just read is really a story about travel plans.  
In 19:21, Paul decides to go to Jerusalem but says also that he must visit Rome.  
· His visit to Jerusalem is to deliver a gift of money that a number of churches have contributed to.  We learn this from other places in the Bible.  
· Times were very difficult in Jerusalem, and so, Paul has determined that now is the right time for this gift to be delivered.
· But Paul is also determined to visit Rome.  
· And this is not so that he can stick a photo of him smiling outside the Coliseum in his travel album!  
· No, the word ‘must’ there in v21 is a divine must.  He must because he knows it is the Lord’s will for him to go there.  
· He has probably also received a vision or a word of the Lord that he is to go to Rome, even though we have not been told about it.  
And so, in vv21-22, Paul plans the route to Rome.  
Now, in 20:1-6, we see the journey begin.  
And we are given time spans and a date indicator in that section – the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
And then, in 20:13-16, we are told that Paul was “in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the Day of Pentecost.”  
And so, we see that Paul, like us, has a certain travel route in mind and a certain travel schedule.  He has made his plans.  It should take this long to get to Jerusalem, so I should be there by Pentecost… And then, if we can book the right sailing, we can probably be in Rome by the end of Summer or early Autumn…
But look now at 20:3.  For there we see that because of a Jewish plot made against him, “just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia.”  An event occurs which affects his travel plans.  And this is just the first in a series of incidents that take in the remaining chapters of Acts.  Paul’s trip to Jerusalem will be relatively straight forward.  But once there, certain events will occur that mean when and how he gets to Rome is nothing like what he planned as he got ready to leave Ephesus!
So, get ready folks for the incredible journey to Rome!  
· We will see twists and turns and plots and escapes.  
· We will see astonishing lessons about God’s providence. 

· We will see God’s servant follow a route to Rome that is of God’s design.  
And in so doing, God willing, we will receive both comfort and challenge as we see the gospel of Jesus Christ being accepted and rejected all along the way as the church of Jesus Christ advances out into the world.
Now, today, I don’t want to say much at all about the travel details themselves, which we find in 19:21-22, 20:1-6, and 20:13-16.  
And that is not because they are unimportant.  They are worthy of reflection as passages in their own right.  
So, just one comment before we move on to the two episodes we will focus on today.  And the comment is to do with the references to the Feast of Unleavened Bread (which included the time of Passover), in 20:6, and to Pentecost in 20:16.  For it may seem odd to our ears to find Paul, this NT believer, seemingly so focused on these OT festivals?  
Well, Paul has already written to the Corinthians that Jesus is the fulfilment of Passover.  And so, it appears unthinkable that Paul would now have anything to do with the ritual sacrifices at the temple.  
And so, the mention of these feasts likely has to do with the fact that these feasts still bring many Jews to Jerusalem, and that makes them wonderful opportunities to preach the gospel that the feasts point to.  
As the crowds gather in Jerusalem and go through all of the OT rituals, he has ready made illustrations that show how the work of Christ is what the feasts foreshadow.  
So, having spent a bit of time considering the early days of Paul’s Route to Rome, we turn our attention now to the two episodes that punctuate the beginning of this journey – the riot and the resurrection.
And firstly then, in 19:23-41, we read about the riot in Ephesus.

1. If you turn your thoughts back to the passage of Acts we looked at last time we were together, you will recall that the events of those verses had such a startling effect on everyone that believers began to openly confess their evil deeds and they burned their black-magic books.  Holiness and purity suddenly became not something that was optional and to be thought about one day but something that was vitally important and necessary.  
a. Life in Christ was theirs.  But now they had had received a fresh reminder of the power of Jesus’ name.  And so, they now felt a pressing hunger to live for Christ.  
2. Well, all of this, as we noted earlier, contributes to Paul’s decision to leave for Jerusalem and Rome.  The church here in Ephesus is in good shape.  
3. But what have we seen, time and time again, throughout Acts?  We have seen a cunningly flexible devil, who is determined, one way or another, to hinder the cause of the gospel.

a. We have seen him working against individual believers and churches from without and within – persecution, hypocrisy, doubt, believers falling into sin, division, jealousy, false doctrine, and hardships and obstacles.  
i. And if he is thwarted in one area, he simply changes tactics.  He is a cunningly flexible opponent.  
A. And I am sure that each of you know what I speak of.  Yes?  In terms of your own walk with the Lord and life in the church, you have seen the devil try first one thing and then the other.  That is how he operates.  
ii. And we have spoken about this already in this sermon series.  But in so doing we have always noted that we need not fear him because he is not in control.  WHO IS IN CONTROL?  Jesus.  That’s right.  The one in control is King Jesus!  
b. And we see that again today as these events unfold in Ephesus.  And we only want to make a few comments because the story is not complicated or mysterious in an way.  

c. In terms of holy living, the devil is currently fighting a losing battle.  This community of believers is now very committed to holiness.  
i. You see, sadly, there are times when the devil can look at believers and rub his hands with glee at the things they do and watch and read and drink and smoke and click on and think about and wear and speak and write and post and like.  
A. He can be glad that they are not taking Jesus too seriously, because he knows how spiritually dangerous it is to be half-hearted about devotion to Christ.  
ii. But that is not the case here in Ephesus.  These believers are no longer trapped by a love of the things of this world.  So?  Change tactics.  Sock’m with a dose of persecution.  See if having their very life and well-being threatened will cause them to turn their back on Jesus.
iii. And the means of getting this under way is ovious because the Ephesus of that time was dominated by the worship of Artemis – a fertility goddess.  
A. There was a massive temple in the city and there were annual processions of the goddess through the town that thousands of people would come to Ephesus to see and participate in.  And with it all went the usual idolatrous and immoral behaviour.  
B. And the citizens of the city as well as visitors to it would buy the little shrines that men like Demetrius made and use them for family worship in the home or for offerings to Artemis in her temple.  
C. But there is now a significant chunk of the Ephesian population who don’t want anything to do with Artemis because they know she is just a man-made idol.  
D. And we may be sure they are also preaching this message to the Artemis tourists who visit the city.  
iv. Earlier we read from Isaiah 44, one of those parts of Scripture that I believe are genuine comedy.  
A. We are supposed to laugh at the utter stupidity of man who will worship something he has carved from wood or stone!!!  It’s so ludicrous!  It beggars belief.  
1) But after we laugh, then we must cry.  For many, today, in different places around the world, are still trapped in this stupid idolatry.  And their only hope of freedom from their idolatry is?  The gospel of the living Christ.  
2) Now, there aren’t many in NZ who are carving silly little statues to worship.  But there are many who are still trapped in idolatry.  
a) Sex, money, power, self-esteem, recreation, sports, hobbies, fame, technology, etc, have supremacy over people.  They demand unqualified loyalty and submission from their worshippers who believe that they are the things that offer satisfaction and happiness and fulfilment.  
i) But they do not.  They do not offer us dignity.  
ii) They do no answer the fundamental questions of life and death and the world to come.  
iii) And they do not ultimately satisfy.  
3) And just as the gospel of life in Jesus Christ was exposing the foolishness of Artemis, so only the gospel of life in Christ can truly free people from their slavery to the idols of this world.
d. And so, as we noted, the gospel has impacted the worship of Artemis.  Congregation, do you know what the most sensitive part of the human body is?  Which part of our bodies feels the most pain?  It is the wallet (  Nothing hurts us more than an empty wallet!  And Demetrius has a bad case of empty-wallet-itis.  And he is not the only one.  Others in the trade feel the same pain.  
i. Now, Demetrius is clever enough to make it not just about money.  He dresses it up in religion and national fervour.  
A. And all of this combined whips the crowd up into an absolute frenzy!  “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”  
ii. And so, two of Paul’s companions are seized, the whole mob moves to the local 24,000 seat theatre, the ruins of which are still in Ephesus today, and Paul is prevented from speaking to the crowd by the disciples and by town officials who are now Paul’s friends.  
iii. And as usual with a mob, as v34 says, “Most of the people did not even know why they were there.”  
iv. Then, in v33, it seems like the Jews want to put someone forward who can explain that it is not the Jews who are to blame but the Christians.  But the crowd will not allow it.  And for two hours, the cry goes up, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”  
e. Well, things look pretty bleak, don’t they.  We kind of expect that there will now be a flogging of Paul or some believer, if not their deaths.  This could be the end of the church in Ephesus.  Perhaps the devil is rubbing his hands in anticipation!  
i. But what happens?  A city clerk steps up, tells the people that no crime has actually been committed and that rather than worrying about Artemis, they should be more worried about the Roman authorities who will come down on them like a ton of bricks if they carry on like this.  And then he sends them home.  
A. And its almost like an anti-climax isn’t it.  I mean, and no offense to people in similar positions, but it’s just a speech from a city clerk!  His job was to keep records, to be present when money was deposited in the city bank, and to act as chairman when such assemblies were held.  But with just a few lines of legal argument, he takes the wind right out of the mob’s sails, and the whole affair is over.  This is a spectacularly unspectacular deliverance!  
1) And yet, nevertheless, it is a deliverance.  God acts to preserve His people.

ii. Now, earlier in Acts we saw a similar mob stone Stephen to death.  God does not always deliver His servants from death or hardship.  But today He did.  
A. Today He made it possible for Paul to continue his journey to Rome.  
B. Today He made it possible for the church in Ephesus to continue without the threat of persecution.  
C. Today, God’s glorious purpose for the church of Jesus Christ was served better by preventing the crowd from acting than it was by allowing them to carry on.  
iii. And dear friends, today, your life has also been preserved in God’s providence.  Your life has not ended because of illness or accident or persecution.  Why?  It is because King Jesus still has work to do in you and through you.  
A. It maybe that He has delayed the day of your death to give you time to repent of your sins and believe in Him?  

B. Maybe you need to get serious about serving Jesus.  
C. Maybe it is because He has in store some special work of ministry for you?  
D. Maybe it is because your workmate or neighbour still needs to hear the gospel from your lips?  
E. Maybe it is to give you time to restore a broken relationship.

F. There are many ways that we may serve our Saviour.

1) But one day the number of days will be complete for each one of us – our time will come.  Are you ready to stand before Him?  

2) Will you thank the Lord for the gift of this day and use the opportunity of this Supper to commit yourself afresh to using each day in His service?    
Well, having considered the riot that took place on the route to Rome, we turn, lastly, to consider the resurrection that took place on the route to Rome, in 20:7-12.
And again, we don’t want to complicate what is a pretty simple account.
1. Note, first of all, that they meet on the first day of the week – Sunday.  
a. This is an important verse in the change of the day of worship from the Jewish Sabbath to the Christian Lord’s Day.  
i. Believers gather to hear the word read and preached and to celebrate the Lord’s Supper just as we do today.
2. So, they gather together and Paul speaks deep into the night.  The lamps were flaming torches that added to the heat of the room produced by all of the people packed in there.  And then we read about a young man named Eutyches, which roughly translates as ‘Lucky,’ believe it or not!  And he becomes famous for being the man who fell asleep during Paul’s sermon.  Poor Eutyches!  I bet he would have been the butt of a few jokes from this day forward!  And he falls from the window and hits the ground and dies, but is then resurrected as the Lord returns his life to him through Paul.  So, they all then go back upstairs for more preaching and then the Lord’s Supper, and the people are greatly comforted.  
3. So, what’s the application from this passage?  What’s the message here?  
a. Well, if it was good enough for Paul to preach for hours and hours, its good enough for me to do the same!  We should have long sermons.  
i. And, sleeping during the sermon is dangerous.  You might die.  Amen (
b. But no, that is not the point of this passage.  The point of this passage is actually closely connected with what we noted about the Berean believers in Acts 17.  
i. The Bible describes the Bereans as Noble Bereans because they loved the word of God, because it alone reveals the glory and the power and the love of Jesus Christ and His work on the cross and now in heaven.  And these men and women of Troas are equally noble.  
A. You see congregation, in these six verse a resurrection takes place!  A man is raised from the dead!  
B. But the account of that resurrection receives such few words in comparison to the attention that is given to the hunger of the people for the word of God.  
1) Its almost like Luke is at great pains to show how devoted they were to Paul’s preaching and worship, and, O Yes, that’s right, a young lad fell down, died, and was brought back to life, but we then went straight back up to hear more of God’s word and to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together!  
a) Because these people of Troas love the Lord Jesus Christ, they love the word of the Lord Jesus Christ.
c. You know, there was one commentator who made a point about sleeping in church.  
i. He expressed it like this: Yes, there are some who are serial sleepers.  No sooner does the minister begin the sermon and their heads begin to nod.  We have all seen them.  He recalled being in one church where a wife elbowed her husband because he was nodding off and he jumped up and started giving the benediction!  Sleeping in church is not good.  
ii. But here is what is worse – being wide awake in church but having a sleepy soul.  
A. Being this close to the living word of Christ without being enthralled by Him or excited by Him or affected by Him through it.  
1) There is life in here!  There is salvation in here!  There is meaning in here!  
2) There is truth in here!  There is comfort in here!  There is hope in here!  

3) And sometimes our very familiarity with the Bible and with worship can get in the way of our benefiting from them.  
iii. So brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, ask the God of grace to give you a hunger to meet Christ in His Word every Sunday, in every service.  Ask the Spirit of the Lord to wake you up to the wonders of worship!  
A. For while there are many helpful practical and physical things we ultimately depend on the Holy Spirit to awaken us to the glories of Christ.
iv. And we see an illustration of this right here.  Down in front of us is the Lord’s Supper table.  We will eat bread and we will drink wine, symbols of the body and blood of Jesus.  But it will only be bread and wine to us if the Holy Spirit does not lift our hearts to heaven where Jesus is and cause us to commune with Him and be nourished in Him and be strengthened by Him for His service.
A. So that is what we must pray He does.

These verses in Acts 20 are part of Paul’s route to Rome.  How this episode must have encouraged Paul in the gospel.  May we also be encouraged having heard the Word of the gospel and now as we see and taste the word of the gospel – Jesus Christ.  Amen.
