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“Power in the Name”      Text – Acts 19:8-20       OT Reading – Judges 10:6-16

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Almost all of us here today will remember the power of the Feb. 22 earthquake of 2011.  As the ground shook beneath us, we all felt incredible power.
And then, just over two weeks later, we stood transfixed in front of our TV screens as we witnessed the earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  And who can forget that wall of water exploding over the barriers and violently advancing over everything in its path – again, incredible power.

Well it is incredible power that lies at the heart of the passage before us today.  It is not an earthquake, it is not a tsunami, but it is incredible power nonetheless.  It is the power of the name of Jesus.  
The power itself cannot be seen, and we can’t measure it with scientific equipment, nevertheless, the power of Jesus’ name produces astonishing reactions, results, and responses. 
Now, let’s get one thing straight right up front here; by the power of Jesus’ name, we do not mean that the letters J-E-S-U-S when spoken together automatically do something that can be seen or felt.  The word JESUS is not some sort of magical formula.  After all, many people speak His name blasphemously every day and nothing happens.  
No, by the power of Jesus’ name, we mean who Jesus is – the Eternal Son of God, what Jesus did on the cross – as in dying to make atonement for sin , and what Jesus is doing now in heaven and on earth by His Spirit – as in ruling over all things and especially blessing His people.  
It is all of those things combined that make up the power of the name of Jesus.
And we get to witness the power of Jesus’ name at work in Ephesus in these verses.  
And we see it revealed in five episodes in these 13 verses; we see it firstly in the divided synagogue, secondly in the daily lectures, thirdly in the divine healings, fourthly in the demonic beating, and fifthly in the devoted response.

So firstly then, from vv8-9, we see the power of Jesus’ name in the divided synagogue.
1. And congregation, by way of overview, there can be little doubt that the Holy Spirit wants us to view this period of time that Paul spends in Ephesus as the pinnacle of Paul’s missionary journeys.  
a. Astonishing things have happened and will happen, but in terms of his journeys as a free man, it is here that Paul spends the most amount of time in one place.  
i. What we see here is settled ministry.  
ii. Paul is not forced to flee from here earlier than he had planned.  He is not put on trial.  
iii. And the impact of the gospel preached here spreads far and wide in the region.  
b. What we read here together with what Paul will say to the Ephesian elders in ch. 20 makes it clear that we are to see in Ephesus a kind of universal model for life in the church and missions.  
i. In ch. 20, Paul will emphasize the importance of a regular preaching and teaching ministry – for it is in that, first and foremost, that we see the power of Jesus’ name.  
ii. But Paul will also emphasize the importance of elders shepherding the flock.  For in that too we see the power of Jesus’ name.  
iii. And here in ch. 19 we see how the power of Jesus’ name in Paul’s preaching and teaching ministry becomes the catalyst for astonishing missionary activity and genuine and devoted Christian living.  
c. So these are hugely significant events.
2. And they begin with what looks initially like a promising start in the Jewish synagogue – Paul is able to speak boldly there for three months.  
a. And you boys and girls will remember that Paul doesn’t usually get three weeks in a Jewish synagogue, does he, let alone three months!  Usually, he is kicked out as unwelcome very quickly, but not here in Ephesus.  Three months!  
i. You might recall that Paul stopped in Ephesus very briefly on his way to Jerusalem.  
A. And in 18:20, we read that the Ephesian Jews asked him to stay, but he told them he could not but that he hoped to return soon.  
ii. Well, he has returned and things look good for a while.  But then the normal way of things begins to kick in.  
A. Most likely, once the novelty value wears off, and as Paul starts unfolding the difference between life in Christ and the legalistic Judaism they were used to, and as the Lord’s plan for mission to the Gentiles becomes clear, the usual Jewish prejudices start to kick in.  
iii. And we are given a sense of growing opposition until it becomes public.  Perhaps as Paul is preaching even, some are now standing up and making their disagreement with the gospel crystal clear.  
A. We are told that they “publicly maligned the way.”  
1) And boys and girls, to malign means ‘to speak evil of’ or ‘to bad mouth’ or ‘to drag through the mud.’  
B. And so, while Paul was preaching about Jesus as a wonderful Saviour and the Christian life as a holy and noble life, these Jews were mocking the name of Jesus and laughing at Christianity as though it were stupid or unclean or just a joke.  
1) And in all of this, in essence, they were rejecting the truth of the gospel and blaspheming the name of Jesus.  
b. And so, Paul and the others who were committed followers of the Lord Jesus left that place.  No longer was this a church of Jesus Christ.  This place was a synagogue of Satan.  
i. In the recent issue of Faith in Focus, there is an excellent article that examines many wrong reasons for leaving a church.  It is well worth reading.  
ii. But here we have a biblical example of an appropriate and necessary reason to leave a church – the name of Jesus is being rejected and blasphemed.  And so, they leave.
3. Well, how then is the power of Jesus’ name revealed in these events?  
a. It is revealed in that the faithful preaching of the name of Jesus – Who Jesus is, What Jesus did on the cross, and what Jesus is doing now as the resurrected and ascended King of glory – always creates this division between belief and unbelief.

i. A number of times in this Acts series, we have referred to Isaiah 55:11, which talks about God’s word always accomplishing the purpose for which He sends it.   
A. The Bible makes it clear that God’s Word always does two things – It creates and strengthens faith in some and it hardens others in their unbelief.  These are the twin results of God’s secret purpose.  

1) And so, the preaching of the name of Jesus separates light from darkness.  
a) You boys and girls will have seen what happens when you switch on a light at night and leave the light bulb on – moths!  Well, for believers, Jesus name is like a light bulb!
b) But you will also know what happens with an animal like a possum or a kiwi when the sun comes up.  They run away to hide.  Unbelievers – noct – sun.
c) And this what happens in the hearts of believers and unbelievers whenever the name of Jesus is faithfully proclaimed.  
b. And each time, as it is here in Ephesus, we see a small preview of Judgment Day.  
i. For on Judgment Day, the division that the name of Jesus brings about will be obvious and complete.  
ii. On that day, as Matthew 25 explains, the whole of humanity will be divided: “All the nations will be gathered before [Jesus], and He will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”
A. One side will enter into heaven’s eternal joy and one side will enter into hell’s eternal agony.  
B. And what is the thing that will create the division on that Day?  What the name of Jesus meant to them on earth.  
1) Heaven will be the destination of all those who love the name of Jesus and obey Him.  
2) Hell will be the destination of all those who do not.   
Now, there is a sense in which up till now I have been talking about God’s secret plan and the theology of the whole matter.  But we must bring it right down here to you and me.  
Where do you stand in relation to the name of Jesus?  Forget about God’s eternal purpose and His secret will.  Ask yourself, now, where do I stand in relation to the name of Jesus?  
Well, we will return to that question again, later.  For now though, secondly, from vv9-10, we see the power of Jesus’ name in the daily lectures.

1. Together with the other disciples, or followers of Jesus, Paul leaves the synagogue and begins to have daily discussions in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.  
a. A place is located where they can gather each day and teach and be taught – the Greek word translated as “discussions” is dialegomai, from which we get the English ‘dialogue.’  There is a kind of to and fro going on of teaching and Bible study.  
i. And because of various textual and historical issues that we won’t bother going into in any detail, it appears that they all went about their usual employment in the morning hours, earning a wage to support themselves and their families, but then, when most Ephesians enjoyed a nap because it was too hot for work, these believers gathered together around the Word of God.
2. And look at the results of this activity in v10 – “This went on for two years so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.”  And congregation, this is a description of missionary activity.  
a. It is not that every single citizen from that whole region came to the lecture hall of Tyrannus to hear Paul.  No, from the lecture hall of Tyrannus, men and women go out, some probably in an officially ordained capacity, as what we would call missionaries or ministers, but many just to their neighbourhoods and places of work, equipped and keen to proclaim the word of the Lord.  
i. And Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, rather than being a letter to just one church, appears very much to be a letter to all of the churches in and around Ephesus.  
ii. In Colossians we read about the church at Colossae, and Hierapolis, and Laodicea, all cities in this region.  
iii. And in Revelation 2-3, we read the letters to the 7 churches who were all in the cities of this region.  
A. This is local church planting and ‘overseas’ missions on a massive scale that occurs within the space of two years.
b. And at the centre of it all is not a 12 point missions strategy and a comprehensive funding program from the Antioch Overseas Missions Board.  No, at the centre of it all is What?  The power of Jesus’ name.  
i. And I don’t say this to rubbish mission strategies or overseas missions board.  Not at all.  There is a place for those things.  
ii. But it is not those things that fuel missionary zeal.  It is the Spirit of the risen Christ that fuels missionary zeal.

A. It is the Holy Spirit working with the word as it is preached and taught, in the hearts of those who hear it that fuels missionary zeal; it is the power of Jesus’ name that propels them to take the message of eternal life to a lost and dying world.  
Well thirdly, from vv11-12, we see the power of Jesus’ name in the divine healings.  And I want to look at these verses together with vv13-16 where we see the power of Jesus’ name in the demonic beating.  For these are really two sides of one coin.  
1. Once again, as we have repeatedly noted, we are dealing here with a unique period of salvation history.  
a. We no longer live in those times when God equipped certain believers with the ability to perform miraculous signs.  
b. Those special signs were for the time when God’s people did not have access to His complete revelation as we do.  They were signs that demonstrated that the person performing them spoke the very Word of God.  
i. Now, that is not to say that God cannot perform miracles.  He can and He does.  But He no longer gives certain persons the ability to perform those miraculous signs and wonders because He speaks to each of us now through this word (hold up the Bible).  
2. But Paul is an Apostle.  It is part of His task to speak the Word of God directly to God’s people.  And as he preaches about the power of the name of Jesus, that power is seen in these          miraculous healings and the casting out of evil spirits.  
a. And consistently in the Bible, healing power is connected with faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  So the focus here is not on what the handkerchiefs and aprons do. The focus here is the power of Jesus’ name.  For that power was such that even as the sick and demon possessed came into contact with these menial, worthless, everyday items, they were enabled to look through them to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ that Paul was proclaiming!  
i. And that is incredible power.
b. But as ever, and as we have already seen in Acts, this power attracts the greedy and the corrupt and the ignorant.  They want a piece of this action.  Maybe it’s status, maybe it’s riches, whatever it is, these seven sons of Sceva try and mimic what Paul is doing.
i. But there is no saving faith in them.  They themselves do not believe in the power of Jesus’ name.  No, with them it is, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.”   
A. At best they believe in Paul, and at worst they just want to get rich, but they do not personally believe in the power of Jesus’ name.  
ii. And so, the demon says, “Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?”  
A. And that word ‘know’ does not mean in the sense of saving faith.  This demon knows about Jesus and believes that Jesus and His power is real, but he has no living relationship with Jesus.  In fact, He hates Jesus. 
B. And so, flexing his demonic muscles and thinking he can further the cause of his father, the devil, he gives these sons of Sceva an absolute hiding!
C. And this seems like a setback for the gospel.  It seems like the demon has scored something of a victory.  But just look at the result!  Look at how even this demonic activity is used by Jesus Christ for His gospel purposes!  
1) And here is why we need to take vv11-12 and vv13-16 together.  
2) You see, positively – Paul uses the name of Jesus Christ and even his hankys lead to demons being expelled!  
3) Negatively, these sons of Sceva misuse the name of Jesus and are almost killed by a demon.  
a) But by both these events, the focus of the people is directed to What?  The power of Jesus’ name.  
c. And so, in v17, “When this became known…” which we may take as referring both to the hanky healings and the demonic drubbing, “when this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour.”  
i. Its true, isn’t it: “God works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform.”   
But note, in the last place, that a response of praise and adoration is not all that we see here.  For from vv17-20, we see the power of Jesus’ name also in the devoted response.
1. And the devoted response that we see is not only this holding in high honour of the name of Jesus by all the Jews and Greek living in Ephesus, but also this incredible bonfire of occult books.  So gripped are these folk by the power of Jesus’ name that they cast their occult books on to a bonfire.  
a. What they have seen in relation to the activity of demons and the power of Jesus’ name has made it clear to them that this is an area that they cannot play around in; it is just too dangerous.  
i. And we are told that the total value of the books added up to 50,000 drachmas.  
A. Now, one drachma was the daily wage.  That means that the value of these books equalled the annual income of 190 persons.  In today’s value?  About $9,600,000.  And if you take $30 as an average price of a book, that means 320,000 books.  

1) Just think what they could have got for those books on Trademe!

2) But no.  What they now know about the name of Jesus makes it quite clear to them that this type of drastic action is the only way to deal with this evil.
b. But I want you to listen for a moment to a more literal translation of vv17-18.  “Fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour.  Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practises.”  
i. So, what we have here is something which we might call a public reverence and awe.  The whole city is affected by these events.  And you often see this soon after something like a war or a ‘natural disaster’ or a major event in someone’s life.  The churches are full of people.  But often, and sadly, not for long.
ii. But our specific interest here is on the believers; those who had already believed.  You see, their belief is referred to in the past tense.  What we read from v18 onwards is the response of those who were already in the church.  They “kept coming, confessing their sins and disclosing their practises.”  
A. And from this we learn that people who already professed faith in Christ in Ephesus continued with sinful practises.  They had areas in their lives that were not under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  In their case, because of its connection with what has just happened with these evil spirits, we are told of one of them in particular – sorcery or black magic or occult books.  But we may be sure that many other sins besides were also confessed that day.  And it took an encounter with the power of Jesus’ name for these deeds to be recognized as evil and ripped out by the roots.  
iii. And we see this same thing time and time again in the OT.  The Lord comes to His people with a word of warning.  He says to them, I am your deliverer!  But even though I hear your words of worship, I do not see holy living.  Don’t play around with me.  I will not be mocked!
iv. And it is Paul’s often repeated refrain to believers in his epistles.  Having given those who profess faith in Christ a list of sinful behaviours and attitudes, Paul says in Galatians 5:21, “I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
v. Think also of Jesus’ words to the church in Laodicea in Revelation 3: “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm-- neither hot nor cold-- I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”
A. Congregation, these are words addressed to those who profess faith in Christ.  
B. And these are terrifying words if you are clinging to sin and giving yourself over to it regularly, because you like it.
So, we could end here and say Amen.  All glory to God for what He did on that amazing day in Ephesus.  We could stand back and marvel at the power of Jesus’ name.  We could open our hymn books and sing All Hail the Power of Jesus’ name, loudly and in four part harmony.  And the name of Jesus would be held in high honour by all.  Benediction.  Doxology.  Amen.  Have a cuppa and go home.  
And provided we did all that with sincerity, it would be all glory to God.
But not today.  Today the Spirit of the Lord has a question for us from His Word.  And He  asks it as much of me as He does all of you: Are you lukewarm?  Are you playing around with God?  Are there areas of your life that you have kept from the Lordship of Jesus?  

We are no different than these Ephesian believers.  We too are sinners who struggle with certain stubborn, besetting sins.  Where do you need to come to Jesus in confession of sin and repentance?  What sins are those sins that you give yourself to or fall into again and again and again?  
Is it sexual immorality of some sort?  Is it some type of witchcraft?  Is it hatred, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, anger, envy?  Is it drunkenness?  Is it gambling?  Is it an unsubmissive spirit?  Is it physical or emotional violence?  Is it blasphemy?  Is it stealing?  Is it lying?  Is it laziness?
Today, again, you have had set before you the power of Jesus’ name.  You have sung of His great name.  You have held His name in high honour as of matchless worth and excellent in all the earth.  But will you be that bold and courageous man or woman who stands up and openly confesses your evil deeds?  
Because Jesus says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  


And because in Jesus there is a river of healing grace … 

A place of great comfort and safety and healing… 

So may the power of Jesus Name be held in high honour by all of us here today.  But may the Spirit of God help us also to be those who confess our sins to others…     Amen.
