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“Carpe Diem and Felix”      Text – Acts 24       T Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We are rapidly approaching the end of the Book of Acts.  And in the next few chapters, we will see Paul speak in front of three governors or kings – Felix, Festus, and Agrippa.  And then, Acts will end with Paul’s journey to and arrival in Rome.
The key focus in these chapters then will be on how Paul speaks to these kings and how they respond.

And so, today we consider Paul on trial before Felix.
And as we begin, I want to tell you what we know about Felix from history, as background to this chapter.  
· He began life as a slave, together with his brother, Pallas.  But both Pallas and Felix were freed from slavery by a woman named Antonia, the mother of the Claudius who would later become an Emperor of Rome.  
· Pallas then was a favourite friend of Claudius.  And as Claudius’ influence grew, Pallas was given first this position and then that promotion.  
· And when Claudius eventually became Emperor, Pallas asked Claudius to make Felix a government official in Judea, where Cumanus was serving as governor, and Claudius agreed.  
· But when Cumanus was deposed from that position, it appears that Felix somehow managed to wangle his way into the governorship himself through some sort of devious means.  

· Felix, then, was the very first slave to rise up to the position of governor.  
· But while that might be an admirable feat in some, in terms of Felix it is a story of deception and violence and bribery and scheming.
· Well, regardless of all that, Felix was now governor of Judea.  But of his governorship, the Roman historian, Tacitus, writes, he was “a master of cruelty and lust who exercised the powers of a king with the spirit of a slave.”  
· Rioting and anarchy dramatically increased during his time because he himself was such a brutal man with few scruples of his own.  
· And eventually, he was recalled to Rome and relieved of his duties because of the chaotic situation that existed in Judea.
· Well, Felix married three times, and each time to a princess, although little is known about his third wife.  
· His first wife was named Drusilla, but she is not the Drusilla mentioned here.  
· This Drusilla was his second wife.  Felix met her while he was married to the first Drusilla and while this Drusilla was also married.  
· But Felix and his first wife had not been able to have children and this Drusilla, who was not yet 20 years old, was bored with her husband.  
· History records that she was an exceptionally beautiful woman by worldly standards and also very ambitious.  
· And so, she won Felix’s affection with the help of a magician named Atomas, and the two of them began an affair until, eventually, they both divorced and married each other.
· This then is the royal couple that Paul will speak to at the end of this chapter.

And it is helpful to know all of that also as we look at the trial that takes up most of chapter 24.  
1. Now, let’s recall, first of all, that all of this started with a false accusation about Paul.  
a. Do you remember it boys and girls?  Paul was in the temple in Jerusalem helping four Jewish men present offerings.  He was being very Jewish in terms of the Law of Moses.  But some other Jews saw him there and accused him of having brought a Gentile into the temple because they had seen him with that Gentile elsewhere in Jerusalem.  But Paul had not brought that Gentile into the temple.  
i. Since then, however, and in this trial also, that accusation has almost been forgotten.  
ii. For make no mistake, it is now the gospel itself that is essentially on trial.  The leaders of the Jews now just want Paul, and his gospel, out of the picture, one way or another.  
A. And so, because of the toxic situation in Jerusalem, and because Paul is a Roman citizen, Paul is now in Caesarea where Felix will hear his case.
2. Now, in a case like Paul’s, who we know will eventually appeal to Caesar and end up in Rome, careful records would be kept of these legal proceedings and they would go with Paul to Rome.  
a. And so, Luke might well have been present for some of Paul’s trials, himself, or he had access to the records at some stage, and then, of course, there was also Paul’s own recollections of the trials.  From all of that then, and with the inspiring guidance of the Holy Spirit, we have this record in Scripture.  
3. And so, the High Priest and the other Jewish leaders arrive, together with a lawyer, Tertullus.  
a. And as I read Tertullus’s words, I don’t know about you but I can’t help but imagine Tertullus as a sort of a small man with greasy hair and a suit that doesn’t quite fit; you know, that classic, weasel-like lawyer with a whiney voice!  
b. And he starts off with those syrupy words that have only one purpose – to butter up Governor Felix.  There has been a kind of ‘peace’ in the region because anyone who opposed Felix was swiftly and brutally dealt with.  And so, Tertullus is appealing to that aspect of Felix’s character.  He wants Felix to see Paul as trouble with a capital T.
c. So now, from v5, he outlines the three charges against Paul – he is a troublemaker, a heretic, and a desecrater; he causes riots, he teaches false things, and he brought a gentile into the temple.   
i. Now, if you have a keen eye, you will see in your NIV Bibles that verse7 is missing and appears only in a footnote or in the side margin.  
A. This is another one of those places where some Greek manuscripts of the Bible have the words of v7 in them but some do not.  And most Bible scholars believe that the ones that do not have v7 in them are the oldest manuscripts, which is why they leave those words out.  
1) But again, this happens in only a few places in the Bible and with verses that really are not vital to the message of the Bible.  But in v7 we are told that Tertullus accuses Lysias of snatching Paul away from the Jews “with the use of much force.”
ii. Well, what all of this adds up to is lies, lies, and more lies; Paul has not started any riot, Paul is actually truer to the OT than any of these Jewish leaders, as a follower of Jesus, Messiah, and Paul did not bring a Gentile into the temple.  And indeed, Lysias rescued Paul from the Jews who were intent on killing him. 
d. Now, look for a moment at the letter that Lysias sent to Felix that is recorded at the end of ch. 23.  And note firstly that the letter makes it clear that what Tertullus says about the Jews seizing Paul is not true.  And secondly, because bringing a Gentile into the temple was punishable by death, what Lysias says in v29 makes it clear that Lysias is certain Paul did not do this.  And so, it is immediately clear that those who are opposed to Paul are being quite dishonest.  

i. And you cannot help but read this and think of John the Baptist.  Do you boys and girls remember how JtB died?  John had stood before Herod and told him off for his unlawful marriage.  And this made Herod very angry.  So, even though John was not guilty of anything, still Herod had John beheaded.  
ii. But we must think also of Jesus.  How many times did Pontius Pilate declare Jesus innocent?  Can you remember, boys and girls?  Three times.  But to please the people, he gave in to their demands and let them crucify Jesus.  
iii. Our God is a God of astonishing grace.  There are lawyers who do not believe in Jesus Christ who can be a great help to Christians and even to the cause of the gospel.  But here, this lawyer, and these Jewish leaders are squarely opposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ and prepared to lie and deceive in order to achieve their ends.
4. So now, having received a nod from Felix, Paul begins his defense.  He is respectful, he declares himself ‘not guilty’ of all charges, and he doesn’t duck and dive and try to weasel himself out from what might be coming his way.  No he tells the truth.  
a. And there is a lesson here, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, for all of us when we find ourselves accused of something: Tell the truth.  
i. Honour Jesus Christ, who is the truth, and trust in God who always honours the truth and who will ultimately judge those who lie.  
ii. Like Paul, in v16, have as your goal a clean conscience in the eyes of God.  It may not ‘get you off the charge,’ as it were; it may bring on you some punishment that you might or might not deserve, but tell the truth and let God be the judge of liars.
b. Well, Paul dismissively deals with the charges in the space of vv11-13, and then begins to show Felix that he, Paul, is on trial really because the Sadducees and Pharisees disagree about the resurrection.  
i. From v22, we learn that Felix is a student of ‘the Way,’ which is what Christianity is often called in the Book of Acts.  
ii. And so, Paul admits to being a follower of ‘the Way,’ but explains that this is not a sect but what the OT has been pointing to, all along.  
iii. And he emphasizes the importance of the resurrection in this whole matter.  
A. There will be a resurrection of all those who have died.  And then all will be judged.  
B. And the key question that everyone must ask is how can I be sure that on that Day I will be among the righteous and not among the wicked?  
1) And it is the key question, isn’t it, congregation.  Judgement Day is coming.  How can you be sure that on that Day you will be among the righteous and not among the wicked?  
c. But having hinted at the gospel in these words, Paul doesn’t quite get to Jesus Christ as the answer does he.  It seems like at the point where we would expect him to say how and why Jesus is the only answer to this question, that he then goes back to the legal argument by showing Felix that this is just a political bun-fight that he should have nothing to do with.  
i. Well, it may be that Paul does this because he knows that Felix and these Jewish leaders are familiar with Jesus and His claims.  But it is likely also that Paul argues in this way out of a love and concern for future Christians in Judea.  
A. Paul has witnessed, first hand, the rising tide of opposition to the gospel.  And so, perhaps his words here are deliberately spoken to enter the injustice of this type of opposition into the legal record.  
1) In anticipation of a growing persecution, he wants the record to show that all of this is illegal and clearly so, so that future believers and future judges will have this trial to appeal to when they too face this type of hate-fuelled opposition.  
5. Well, either because of these conflicting evidence claims, or because he was interested in hearing more about this theological argument, or because he simply saw an opportunity to earn some extra money from a bribe, as v26 exposes,  Felix adjourns the case until Lysias can come and speak, and gives Paul a considerable amount of freedom as a prisoner.  
And so, now we come to vv24-27 and Paul’s private interview with Felix and Drusilla.  

Congregation, two sermons ago, we looked at two opportunities that Paul had to preach the gospel in Jerusalem.  The first was to a crowd and the second was to the Sanhedrin in the presence of the Commander.  And the title of that sermon was Carpe Diem.  Can any of you boys and girls remember what Carpe Diem means?  Seize the day.  And we were urged, in terms of opportunities to share the gospel, to have that attitude – Carpe Diem – seize the day – strike while the iron is hot – Always be ready to give an answer to the hope that lives in you – 1 Peter 3:15.

Well, here in vv24-27, we see a Carpe Diem moment.  And we are going to use our remaining time to briefly consider both sides of this Carpe Diem moment.
So firstly then, Carpe Diem and Paul. 
1. “Several days later,” we are told, Paul was summoned to speak with F&D.  And he speaks with them about faith in Jesus Christ.  
a. Now, remember what type of people Paul is speaking to – a husband and wife who are ambitious, brutal, immoral, and corrupt.  
i. With one click of his fingers, Felix can have Paul’s throat slit.  
ii. In addition, v26 tells us that F is really only hoping that Paul will offer him a bribe to be set free.  
b. So what is the ‘flavour’ of Paul’s sermon?  Well, from v26 we learn that Paul actually had several opportunities to speak privately with Felix.  But V25 tells us that Paul discoursed or preached or reasoned with them, at least on this occasion, on “righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come.”  
i. In other words, Paul speaks to F&D about a righteous God who expects all His creatures to be righteous – which means to keep His law, as summarized in the 10 Commandments, perfectly.  
ii. But in talking about self-control, Paul makes it very plain that F&D, who have shown that this virtue is not high on their priority list, are not righteous.  
iii. And so, talking next about Judgment Day, Paul would have explained that on Judgment Day all people will be judged as either wicked or righteous.  

A. The righteous go to heaven while the wicked go to hell.

iv. And then Paul would have explained that the only way to be among the righteous is to confess your sins, to believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins, and to turn away from your sins, or repent – to walk in the other direction
A. And what all of this adds up to for F&D is clear: If you do not repent, you will burn in hell; if you do repent, you shall inherit eternal life. 
c. And this, B&S, is the gospel.  You might have invited your neighbour over for a BBQ, they might know that you don’t swear or lose your temper and that you are faithful to your wife, you may even have explained to them your view on creation and why you don’t play sport on Sunday, etc, but unless you tell them that they are sinners who will burn in hell unless they repent and believe in Jesus, you have not shared the gospel.  
i. And it is the gospel that is the power of God for salvation.

A. Your unbelieving friends and neighbours and workmates need to know that they are guilty sinners who need Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.
ii. And that is exactly the TWTL message we have been learning in our district meetings, isn’t it.  God made the world, we rebel against Him, God must punish this rebellion, Jesus paid for this rebellion, Jesus will come again as Judge, will you believe and have eternal life or reject Him and have hell?  
Well, then comes F&D’s Carpe Diem moment.  
1. Having heard the gospel, we are told that “Felix was afraid and said, ‘That’s enough for now!  You may leave.  When I find it convenient, I will send for you.”  
a. Now, it may interest you to know that Drusilla and one of her and Felix’s children were among those who died at Pompeii when Mt Vesuvius erupted in A.D. 79.   I have been to Pompeii.  People died instantly – frozen for ever in the posture of death!

i. And we don’t know how she stood in relation to Jesus at that time.  
ii. We don’t know also, when Felix died or how he stood in relation to Jesus when he died.  Only the Lord knows these things.
b. What we do know, however, is that having heard the gospel from Paul on this day, there was no Carpe Diem response from Felix.  Felix did not seize the day and believe in Jesus Christ.  
i. Felix, in terms of the gospel, was a procrastinator.  And that means, boys and girls, he was an I-can-always-do-this-tomorrow sort of person.  
A. Felix was like a student who is given a whole month to do a project.  But when does he actually get around to doing the project?  The day before it is due.  Why?  Because he can always get it started … tomorrow.  
c. Well congregation, sometimes, you can get away with putting off a project until tomorrow.  But do you know what?  Hell will be full of people who put off getting serious about Jesus until tomorrow.  
i. During the week, Mr Bakker was knocked off his bike by a red-light runner.  Thankfully, he is alive and didn’t even break a bone.  But it could have been different.  
ii. You may not get home after church.  And if it is not a car crash, it could be a heart attack or something else.  You don’t know how long you have to live.  
d. Today though, right now, you have heard the gospel.  And if there is stirring with in you a sense of conviction, then act on it – repent and believe, now!  Because if tomorrow comes for you and if you hear this message again, it may not bring conviction again.
i. In fact, if we do not respond to truth when we hear it, we usually become hard to that truth over time, until its power is lost on us, completely.

e. I urge you then, do not put off Jesus until tomorrow.  Carpe Diem!  Repent of your sins, believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, today!  Amen.

