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“Christ Shall Have Dominion”      Text – Acts 27       OT Reading – Jonah 1; 2:10

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It was in Acts 19 that we first learned of Paul’s intention to visit Rome, and that he had been told to go there by the Lord.  
And we noted at the time that Paul, like any other traveller, had worked out a travel itinerary – he would first visit Jerusalem to give the believers there the money that he had gathered in the Gentile congregations, and then he would travel to Rome by boat.
Well, since then, 8 chapters have gone by, which we have looked at in 11 sermons, and Paul is still not in Rome!  And those 8 chapters have covered the better part of around three years.  
We have seen Paul journey to Jerusalem, arrive at Jerusalem, and get arrested at Jerusalem.  
We have read about several trials in Jerusalem and then in Caesarea.  
Finally though, now, Paul is on his way to Rome.
But what happens on the way?  An incredible sea journey ends with a shipwreck and Paul seemingly marooned on Malta.
Now, it is an epic tale.  It is like something out of an adventure book!  Especially the young boys here probably read this and think, Awesome!  But you wouldn’t be human if you did not ask Why?  
· Why does the Lord put Paul through this?  
· Why was this shipwreck necessary?  If Jesus’ voice could calm the stormy sea of Galilee, why is there no miracle here to calm the storm?  
· And this story reminds us about Jonah doesn’t it.  That’s why we read it, earlier.  A servant of the Lord is on a boat and there is a violent storm.  
· But while this makes some sense to us with Jonah, who is running away from his calling to preach the Word, after all, Paul has been about as faithful as it is possible to be!  Paul has already endured incredible hardship.  
· In fact, in 2 Corinthians 11, Paul writes about having been shipwrecked three times.  And do you know what?  That doesn’t include this shipwreck!  Paul wrote that letter about four years before this!  
· So why another shipwreck for Paul?  Has he not suffered enough?  
· And yes, everyone’s life was preserved, but only after weeks of agonized suffering and thinking that the end must be nigh.  Why?

· As the commentator, Ben Witherington asks, “Why did not God’s kingly rule order the Mediterranean to give His ambassador a smoother passage, instead of torturing him for two weeks and then throwing him up like a half-drowned rat on the beach?
Well, as we have seen in recent weeks, the general answer to these questions is God’s promise in Romans 8:28, to work all things “for the good of those who love Him.”  Chapter 27 is about God accomplishing His salvation purposes in Paul, those with Him, and in the world.  And everything that happens to Paul and those with Him is for the good of those who love God.  
But today we want to see this specifically in relation to the events of chapter 27.  We won’t look at all of the names of the people mentioned here or the places that they visited on this voyage.  We will simply look at the four major sections of this voyage to see providence at work.  And we will do so with one major theme in view as we look to gather around the Lord’s table.  You see, if you recognize hymn numbers, you will know that the song we will sing after the sermon and during the Supper is Christ shall Have Dominion over Land and Sea.  And that is the major theme of chapter 27.  We cannot know exactly why the Lord permits this or does not do that – that is His business.  What we learn, however, from this episode and elsewhere in the Bible, is that the church of the Lord Jesus Christ advances, always.  
So let’s see this as a questionable voyage begins, as all hope of surviving is abandoned, as the Word of the Lord is proclaimed, and as the Word of the Lord is fulfilled.  
So firstly then, a questionable voyage begins in vv1-12.
1. Paul’s time in Judea is at an end.  He has appealed to Caesar and Festus has obviously put together a legal letter for the Emperor, which he feels means he can wash his hands of Paul, once and for all.  And so, Paul is put on a boat under the charge of “a centurion named Julius.”  
a. Now, other non-biblical historical records mean we can identify this specific regiment. And the navigational details that Luke provides can also be cross-referenced with other documents of this time to demonstrate that this is no Greek myth like the Odyssey or the Aenid.  
i. This is not some fantasy adventure.  It is a factual account about a particular sea voyage.  
ii. And the detail is there, in part, because Luke was right there on the boat with Paul.  You will see that he is once again using the pronoun “we” in this chapter.  
2. Well, from vv6-9, we learn that the voyage was not easy going right at the start.  They made ‘slow headway’ and had difficulty making progress.  V9 tells us that “it was after the Fast.”  And this is a reference to the Day of Atonement – the only fast that the Lord required of His people; one day a year.  
a. Well, calendar work reveals that this was probably October 5th in that year.  And the dangerous time to sail in Autumn was after September 14th.  
i. So you can see why there was the should we/shouldn’t we question being asked.  
A. It was only a few weeks after September 14.  
B. And at the time, because of famines in Rome, the Emperor promised extra money for grain shipments and ‘insurance’ against loss.
3. Now, as I mentioned earlier, Paul has been involved in 3 shipwrecks already.  And as best as we can calculate, he has travelled more than 3000 miles by sea, with all of his journeys.  So he is quite well qualified to offer an opinion about sea travel.  And this is exactly what he does in v10.  
a. And we should understand what he says in v10 as just that; his opinion.  Later in the voyage, he will speak up again about the voyage.  But there we will be specifically told that he is revealing the Word of the Lord.  Here though, there is no indication of that.  Paul reasons, based on experience, that if they continue on, they will most likely perish.  
b. Now, Paul has been told by the Lord that he, Paul, would get to Rome.  His advice here then is motivated mainly by concern for others for whom he has no such revelation.  
i. Boys and girls, do you remember the second greatest commandment, which we read this morning?  “Love your neighbour as yourself.”  Paul could have sat there and kept quiet, thinking to himself that if they wanted to die, that was their business, because he was safe.  But no.   Followers of Jesus Christ are called to love their neighbours – their fellow men and women and boys and girls.  
A. So Paul offers his advice because he has no wish to see those on board perish.  
B. This voyage, in Paul’s estimation, is an unwarranted risk.  Common sense is a gift of the Lord!
But we see that the centurion listens, instead, to the captain.  And so they continue on.  
Secondly then, we see that all hope of survival is abandoned in vv13-20.

1. And initially, things look good.  The perfect breeze gets them underway.  But then things turn nasty.  
a. V14 tells us that “a wind of hurricane force,” which in Greek is tuphonixos, from which we get typhoon, sweeps down on them.  
i. And this same wind, known today as the grigal, is the one that sailors on the Mediterranean still fear!  
ii. And we are given a vivid description of the storm that raged and the efforts that were made to just stay afloat, including throwing the precious cargo overboard.  
b. And v20 tells us that they really had no clue where they were because the only way to navigate at that time was by the Sun and Moon, which were hidden for many days.  And so, says Luke, “We finally gave up all hope of being saved.”  
i. Now, it maybe that Luke’s “we” here includes himself and all on board except Paul.  Maybe Paul trusted in the Lord and was convinced that one way or another he would survive.  
ii. But humanly speaking, things looked awfully grim.  There must have been at least a corner of Paul’s heart that thought that this looked like the end.  
iii. But whatever the case, as Luke says, “We finally gave up all hope of being saved.”
But then, in the third place, we see that the Word of the Lord is proclaimed in vv21-26.   
1. But he begins with what at least has the tone of “I told you so!  But you wouldn’t listen to me, would you!  No.  I knew this would happen!”  
a. We need to remember though that Paul has considerable experience on the sea.  And his earlier warning has been proven to have been wise.  So, he now has some ‘brownie points’ in the bank.  His ‘credibility stock’ has risen.  More weight, surely, must now be given to his words.
2. But more importantly than the wise word of human experience is the Word of the Lord.  And here we see the key to understanding this whole chapter, for Paul now reveals to them all that he has received a word from the Lord assuring them that while the boat will be lost, they will all survive.
a. Congregation, not that long ago, we worked our way through the story of Elijah in the book of Kings.  And you might recall that a key point that was repeatedly made is that to understand the story of Elijah, you must remember that he is more than just a man who finds himself in all sorts of incredible circumstances.  He is the prophet of the Lord.  He is the one called to speak the Word of the Lord.  He is the one anointed as the Lord’s Word-bearer.  
i. So when he is being fed by ravens by the brook Cherith, it is the Lord’s Word-bearer whose life is being preserved.  
ii. When he is being looked after by the widow of Zarepheth, it is the Lord’s Word-bearer whose life is being preserved.  
iii. When an angel comes to give him food and drink in the wilderness, it is the Lord’s Word-bearer whose life is being preserved.  
A. Why?  Because the Lord wants His Word to be heard.  
b. And so, Paul will survive this storm because the Lord always keeps His promises and because the Lord wants the Gospel to be heard by the leader of the world’s empire – the Emperor of Rome.  
i. Paul has a preaching appointment in Rome.  
A. And once again, Paul’s faith will be strengthened as He sees the faithfulness and the power of the Word of the Lord.  
3. But Jesus Christ also wants the 276 people on board this boat to see the faithfulness and power of the Word of the Lord.  Why?  Because the faithfulness and power of the Word of the Lord testifies or exposes or reveals the person and work of Jesus.  
a. And each of these 276 will see and hear Jesus, through the word preached by Paul and the word that is fulfilled as they survive.  
i. And the Lord will use that word to strengthen the faith of those who already believe in Him, to bring some to faith who do not yet believe in Him, and to bring others to faith who are not present that day but who will hear about it from those that were.  
b. And that, people of God, is what you see when you look at this story with the eyes of faith.  
i. For His reasons, and by His design, the Lord permits an incredible and distressing set of circumstances to unfold.  But the Lord keeps His promises and the glorious reign of Jesus Christ advances through it all!   
c. We have individuals and families within our congregation who have known or who are experiencing at this present time, extraordinary hardship and sorrow.  And for the rest of us, those times will come.  And the Why? questions are inevitable at that time.  
i. Now, if I could tell you that as a result of your hardship, one person will come to faith in Christ, or that a nephew will become a gifted preacher, or that a young person who is currently cold or half-hearted towards the Lord will become a full-on disciple of Jesus, would that at the very least lessen your sorrow if not lead you to joyfully praise the Lord?  
ii. Well, I can’t give you such a specific promise, and neither does Scripture.  But Scripture does say that God causes all things to work together for the good of those who love Him; ALL things.  This is the Lord’s promise!
And so, lastly then, we see that the Word of the Lord is fulfilled in vv27-44. 

1. Two weeks later, they are still adrift on the sea.  The experienced sailors, however, sense that land is close by.  And as they approach land, some sailors hatch a plan to escape the boat.  And Paul notices this.  
a. And Paul is not a fool who blindly ‘lets go and lets God.’  Paul knows that these men are needed to have any hope of reaching land.   
i. This is faith and work going hand in hand, again.  I trust in the Lord but I also use the common sense He has given me.  
b. But note also that the action of these sailors is the action of unbelief.  They have been told that they will survive if they stay on the boat.  But that is not enough for them.  For them, the waves seem more real and powerful than the promises of God, because they can see the waves.  
i. But do you remember what Jesus said to Thomas who had stated that he would only believe when he saw Jesus’ hand and feet wounds with his eyes?  He said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
2. And then, from v33, Paul urges them all to eat as an act of trusting in the Lord.  
a. Now, while we cannot take the words of v35 as a celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for there is no mention of wine and most present are not believers, neither can we ignore the similarity to the words of 1 Corinthians 11:23 that we read here: “After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all.  Then he broke it and began to eat.  They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.”  
i. This is a common meal in uncommon circumstances, that has an evangelistic purpose.  
ii. I assume that each of you makes a practice of giving thanks to the Lord before you eat your meal.  It is a good habit to get into.  But what about when you are at someone else’s place?  Or at MacDonalds?  Do you still pause to pray then?  
A. The food is still a gift of God.  You ought still to be thankful for it.  
B. And perhaps, as you bow your head in even a brief prayer, not to be noticed but to truly thank the Lord, your actions might be noticed, and a question about why you did this might follow.  
1) Indeed, David Cook, at the Men’s Convention this week, related a story about exactly that happening at a restaurant with a waitress who saw a Christian pray for his meal and asked him why.
3. Well, soon enough, after more dramatic action with the ship being pounded to smithereens, we read from v42 that the “soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping.”  
a. You see, the soldiers would have been held accountable if any prisoners escaped.  
i. And so, their plan made sense from a military perspective.  But not from a faith perspective.  
b. But the centurion, we are told, “wanted to spare Paul’s life.”  
i. It may be as small as a sesame seed, but faith appears to be at work in the centurion who is acting now not like a soldier but like one who believes in the Word of the Lord.
c. And so, “In this way,” we are told, “everyone reached land in safety.”
Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, have you ever wondered why it is that when you get to Acts 28, the last chapter of Acts, nothing is said about Paul’s trial before the Emperor?  I mean, as an ordinary story, you would expect Acts to end there, wouldn’t you?  Paul decided to go to Rome.  Paul was arrested.  Paul was tried, several times.  Paul appealed to Caesar.  Paul was sent to Caesar.  So why do we not get to read about Paul’s trial before Caesar?
1. Well, from a Gentile perspective, which most of the men on the boat were, the trial was completely unnecessary because Paul was clearly innocent.  
a. In their world-view, the gods would not spare a guilty criminal in a situation like this.  And, when a guilty criminal was punished in this way, innocents usually suffered with him.  
i. The very fact then that not only Paul but all those on board survive makes the trial itself redundant because any sensible Gentile would know that he is innocent.
2. So that message is there for the original Gentile readers.  But Acts is not the story of Paul’s life, is it.  Acts is a record of the advance of the church of Jesus Christ.  So Acts will end with Paul boldly and without hindrance preaching the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. And as we gather around the Lord’s table today, we too need to be reminded that Christ shall have dominion over land and sea.  Earth’s remotest regions, shall His empire be.  
a. And that is part of what is proclaimed as we gather: Jesus Christ is Lord.  His kingdom shall have no end.  He is building His church.  
And while that might not seem earth shattering to some of you now in good old, peaceful and prosperous, life is good, New Zealand, it will mean everything to you when trouble comes to you or your family or your nation or the world.  
Just this week, for instance, I saw a news clip from a Christian news organization called Belgistan.  
· In 2030, just 17 years away, the population of Belgium will be mainly Moslem.  
· And the Moslems interviewed say democracy will be done away with in favour of Sharia law.  
· And the same trend is happening in many nations across the world.  
· The Moslem cleric interviewed said it is just a matter of time until Islam rules the world.  He said it might not happen if each Belgian man takes 4 wives and has lots of children, but that is not going to happen.  So it is inevitable.    
Well, he may be right.  Perhaps Moslems will rule Belgium.  Perhaps there will be another world war.  Only the Lord knows. 

But there has been Rome.  There has been Hitler and National Socialism.  There has been Stalin and Communism.  
And whatever the future may bring, remember this: Christ shall have dominion, over land and sea.  Earth’s remotest regions shall His empire be.  Amen?  

