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“Exhibit A”      Text – Acts 8:5-25       OT Reading – Isaiah 62

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
In a courtroom, a lawyer will begin by laying out the facts of the case.  
He will say that on a particular date and at a particular time, the accused went there and did this or that.  
But if that is all that the lawyer does, he is in trouble.  If all he has is his opinion, as convinced as he may be, a jury is not likely to be satisfied.  Juries need evidence.  
· They want to see fingerprints and video recordings.  
· They want to hear witnesses testify that they saw what the lawyer claims happened.  
· They want to hear doctors testify about the medical facts, etc.  
· A lawyer needs evidence to prove the case.  
Well, when a lawyer introduces a piece of physical evidence, like a document or a photo or a weapon, the item will have been given a reference tag so that everyone knows which item is being talked about.  
And the very first item of evidence introduced is always called Exhibit A.  
And so, the lawyer will say, “Your honour, I direct your and the jury’s attention to Exhibit A.  And the bailiff will lift up Exhibit A and give it to the judge and then show it to the jury.

Well, here in the Book of Acts, Doctor Luke is continuing to provide his Greek friend, Theophilus, the evidence for the claims of Christianity.  
In Luke 1:1-4, which introduces both Luke and Acts, Luke said, “Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”  
And so, as we saw last time, from 8:2-4, Luke has now begun to describe the second stage of the growth of the church.  
In Acts 1-7, he described the events in Jerusalem.  But now, in ch’s 8-12, he is describing how the gospel went out of Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria.  
· And we saw that this occurred because of persecution, which forced Christians to flee from Jerusalem.  
· We saw that it was probably the Greek speaking Jews who were forced to flee.  
And looking at v4, we noted the who, the what, and the how of this gospel expansion.  
· We saw that everyone was involved in this gospel expansion, not just a chosen few.  
· We saw that what they did was to share the good news about Jesus, which we described as ‘gossiping’ the gospel.  
· And we saw that they did this “wherever they went.”
Well, this is the claim of Dr. Luke in 8:4 – “Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.”
And with v5 and what follows, you can almost see him, now, walk up to Theophilus in the jury box, as it were, and say, “I present to you Exhibit A.”  And Exhibit A is Philip.  As the first piece of evidence for his account of how the gospel expanded into Judea and Samaria, 
Luke describes the missionary activity of Philip – Exhibit A.  
And Philip’s missionary activity is recorded in the rest of chapter 8 and involves him interacting with two people specifically – Simon the Sorcerer and the unnamed Ethiopian Eunuch.  
But before we get to Simon, today we want to consider Philip’s arrival in Samaria in terms of what he did there and the initial response of the people.  
And we do so that we may rejoice in this remarkable record of the gospel at work, but also to reflect on what this text expects of each one of us.
So firstly then, in vv5-7, we read of Gospel proclamation In Samaria.

1. Now, our text simply says that Philip went to “a city in Samaria.”  
a. And Bible scholars have various theories as to which city is meant here but it is not possible to be certain about any of them.  Most probably, Luke’s mention of a city in Samaria and Simon the Magician was enough information for Theophilus and his original readers to know where he was referring to.
b. But Samaria was the place in the world most despised by the Jews.  
i. Originally, Samaria was the name of the capital city of the northern tribes of Israel who had separated from Judah after the reign of King Solomon.  
ii. In 722 BC, when the northern tribes were permanently exiled by Assyria, the Assyrian king left behind a mixture of races, which meant the people were no longer purely Jewish.  
iii. In addition, they had built a replica of Solomon’s temple and created their own priestly class, and they only held to the first five books of the Bible as God’s Word.  
iv. And the Samaritans were also pro-Greek when the Jews despised everything Greek. 

(1) And so, the Samaritans despised the Jews as much as the Jews despised the Samaritans.

c. So it is probable that Philip, as a Greek speaking Jew, who had been forced to flee Jerusalem by true blue Hebrew Jews, would have found a sympathetic welcome in Samaria – as in, If you are their enemy, well that makes you our friend!  Welcome buddy!  
d. And in addition, because Philip’s Christ-centred message would have included the end of the significance of the Jerusalem temple, this too would have been a welcome message to these Samaritans.

i. And so, again, we see God’s remarkable providence at work as Philip brings the gospel to Samaria!
2. And we are told that Philip “proclaimed the Christ there.”  
a. Now congregation, we often talk about what is called lifestyle evangelism.  

i. We talk about the need to live a holy life and to be welcoming to visitors and to invite our neighbours and workmates home for dinner or to a youth group bowling night, etc.  And all of these things are useful and important.  They are part of our witness.  But they are really better described as pre-evangelism.  

(1) We can be sure that Philip was considerate towards these Samaritans, that he went out of his way to avoid causing offense, and that his speech and behaviour was pure.  

(2) But the work of evangelism, proper, began when he proclaimed the Christ.  
(A) People must hear about Christ for evangelism to take place.
b. The name or title, Christ, comes from the Greek, Christos, which means Anointed One.  It is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word we know as Messiah.  
i. And these Samaritans, like the Jews, were awaiting a Messiah/Christ. 
ii. The Samaritans, though, only accepted the first five books of the Bible as God’s Word.  

(1) And so, a key messianic passage for them was Deuteronomy 18.  

(A) For there Moses speaks about the coming of a prophet greater than himself who would speak the Word of God.   
(i) And history tells us that the Samaritans were awaiting a greater Moses – a leader of God’s people, a prophet, one who performed miraculous signs, one who fulfilled the Law of Moses, etc.  
(B) And twice in Acts, already, Peter and Stephen have referred to Deuteronomy 18 as they have proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah/Christ.  
(i) So we can be sure that Deut. 18, amongst other passages, would have been one of Philip’s key texts.   He would have spoken of Jesus, the greater prophet – the Messiah/Christ.  
(2) I am sure that you boys and girls will remember the story of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman in John 4.  He met her by the well …
(A) And when Jesus told her her life history, never having met her before, do you remember what she said?  She said, “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet.”  
(B) And then, later, she said, “I know that [Christ] is coming.  When He comes, He will explain everything to us.”

(i) As a Samaritan, she was waiting for a Deut. 18 Messiah/Christ.

(C) And that story ends by telling us that “many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony.”  And they came and met with Jesus for two days with many more believing, saying, “This man really is the saviour of the world.”  
(3) Well, since that time Jesus has died, risen, and ascended.  So these will be the things that Philip speaks of, perhaps even to those who had already once met Jesus or heard about Him from His earlier visit.
(A) Philip takes the very Scriptures that these Samaritans hold dear and shows them how they reveal Jesus to be the Christ.

c. Now congregation, not many of us are ever likely to have the opportunity to share the gospel with Jews.  But if we do, what we have seen Peter do, and what Philip surely does here, and what we will later see Paul do is how we should proclaim Christ.

i. We may start with Genesis 3:15 and the first gospel promise to Adam and Eve about the seed of the woman who would crush the serpent.  

ii. We talk about God’s promise to Abraham to bless the nations through his seed – the word ‘seed’ being singular and having Jesus in view as Galatians 3:16 explains.
iii. We mention Abraham’s near sacrifice of Isaac as a picture of Christ.

iv. We note Deut. 18 and the promise of a greater prophet.

v. We explain how the blood of the lamb on the Day of Atonement in Leviticus 16 points to Jesus.

vi. We talk about the bronze snake lifted up on a pole so that those dying who looked at it would live as a picture of Christ in the cross.

vii. Micah 5:2 and Bethlehem.

viii. Isaiah 7 and the virgin who shall give birth to Immanuel.

ix. Psalm 22 – “My God My God, why have you forsaken Me?”

x. Isaiah 53 and the suffering servant.

xi. Psalm 16 and the resurrected Lord.

xii. Psalm 110 and the ascended Lord

(1) And as we do this, we proclaim Christ 

(A) But as I said, most of us are unlikely to have gospel opportunities with Jews.
d. And so, as we get to know and speak with those who perhaps have little or no knowledge of the Bible, what we say to them will be more like what Paul said to the Pagans of Athens in Acts 17, which we shall look at when we get there.
i. Broadly speaking though, our message to our neighbours and workmates and schoolmates must be that they are sinners who need a Saviour – Jesus Christ.
(1) There is an online video prepared by Ray Comfort and Kirk Cameron which describes the evangelistic ‘technique’ known as The Master’s Way.  

(A) And it is called that because it is exactly what Jesus Himself did.
(B) It begins by critiquing much of the contemporary method of evangelism.  

(i) You see, many go straight to Christ as the one who will make your life richer and better.  Put your faith in Christ and all will be well, is what they say.  Christ is the answer to marriage and financial and health problems.  

(ii) But apart from the overly simplistic and unhelpful nature of this claim, Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul,” 
1. What people need to know before they are told of Jesus is that they are sinners, because only sinners need a saviour.  

(2) And Comfort and Cameron use the following illustration to explain this.  And it is not a perfect illustration but it does helpfully make the main point clear.
(A) Imagine two men sitting in two airplanes flying between two cities.  

(i) A stewardess comes to one of them and says, “Sir, I recommend you wear this parachute.  It will make the trip so much more enjoyable.  Your flight experience will be incredible.”  

1. Well, reasons the man, the stewardess should know what she is talking about, so I guess I shall put it on.  

2. Pretty soon though, he starts to feel uncomfortable.  He sits awkwardly and can’t get comfortable.  He is different than everyone else.  And then, as he looks around, he notices that all the other passengers are laughing at him.  

3. And so, as you can imagine, he takes that parachute off in a flash, believing that he has been duped by the stewardess.  

(ii) In the other plane, however, a different stewardess approaches a man and says, “Sir, I know that this plane will soon crash.  I have been told this by the pilot.  It is certain.  The only way you will survive is if you put on this parachute.”  

1. Well, reasons the man, my need is very clear.  I must put this parachute on in order to live.  

2. Now, pretty soon, he too feels uncomfortable.  But will he take that parachute off?  No way!  

3. And he too is different than everyone else.  But will he take that parachute off?  No way!  

4. And he too soon notices people laughing at him.  But will he take that parachute off?  No way!  

5. And in actual fact, a few moments later another stewardess walks past and spills very hot coffee on his leg.  He experiences hardship and pain.  But will he take that parachute off?  No way!  

a. Because he knows that His life depends on that parachute.  

(B) Do you see the difference between these two men?  

(i) One wears the parachute believing it will make all things good.  But at the first hint of trouble, off it comes.  

(ii) The other wears the parachute because he knows he needs it.  And nothing will separate him from that parachute.  

(C) And so it is with Christ.  

(i) Those who have been told that Christ makes life good will ‘take Him off’ at the first hint of trouble.  
1. And it is then almost impossible to get them to put Him on again in the future.  Such is the danger of that false gospel.  

(ii) But those who know themselves to be sinners who deserve to live in the fires of hell will cling to Christ what ever the cost because they need Him.

(3) And this has been the consistent pattern in Acts.  

(A) The apostles have showed their audience that they are guilty sinners who have broken God’s commandments and who, therefore, need Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sinners.  

(B) And we can be sure then that this is exactly what Philip did here also.

ii. Please turn with me in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 2.  In v2, Paul reminded the Corinthians that when he was among them, “[He] resolved to know nothing … except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  

(A) And he explained the reason why His message was always Christ in 1:23.  He said, “We preach Christ crucified: A stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  

(i) And I want you to note the key words in that verse because they are everything when it comes to evangelism: Christ crucified will be a stumbling block to some and life to others.  And what is the difference between the two?  It is not the cleverness of the one who speaks, it is not the circumstances around the conversation, it is not the friendliness that has been shown beforehand, even though these things are not unimportant, it is the call of God.  As Christ crucified is proclaimed, those not called by God will be hardened in their unbelief, and those called by God will respond with faith and repentance.  
(2) And this was Philip’s confidence and encouragement. 

(A) Philip knew Christ’s promise to bring salvation to the people of Samaria.

(B) And Philip knew that this would only happen through the message of Christ crucified.

(C) Philip, then, just sought to be a faithful witness leaving the rest to the calling power of the sovereign God of salvation. 

(i) And those Samaritans that God had chosen before the creation of the world, whose were now prepared by the Holy Spirit to understand what Philip speaks of, heard the gospel, were convicted of their sin and need for a Saviour, and as we shall see in Acts 8:12, believed and were baptized!
(3) And this must also be our confidence and encouragement.

(A) In the same verse that Christ promised to bring salvation to the people of Samaria, He promised to bring salvation to the ends of the earth.

(B) And He will do so only through the message of Christ crucified.

(C) So our privileged task also is to be a faithful witness and to leave the rest to the calling power of the sovereign God of salvation.

(i) The confidence we need is not a confidence in our ability to witness but a confidence in the power of the gospel to save.

(4) And this is why, in terms of salvation, in terms of these Samaritans, in terms of you and I, and in terms of those who will respond believingly to the gospel in the future, we say, All Glory to God!  

3. The response of faith, in terms of these Samaritans, however, is still to come in v12.  In vv6-7, we see what could well be called Pentecost again.
a. There is preaching, signs and wonders, and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in v17.  

b. As we have noted before, this is a unique time in salvation history because the New Testament church has no New Testament!

i. So Philip also performs the types of miraculous signs that God told Moses would accompany those who truly spoke His Word, remembering, of course, the high regard that these Samaritans held Moses in.  

(1) And Philip would have performed each of these signs, just as Peter and John did in Acts 3 with the man born lame, in the name of Jesus to reveal the power of Jesus as the Messiah/Christ.  
(2) And we are told, firstly, that the people play close attention to what he said.  They realize that the miracles, themselves, are not the important thing, but the word that these miracles bear witness to.

(A) Of course they rejoice in healing and deliverance of loved ones, but these are just flashing, neon signs that point to the power of the crucified Christ whom Philip proclaims.

(i) Philip says, “Jesus is the Christ who came to earth and who was crucified and who rose again and has ascended to heaven to reign as King.”

1. He then heals someone in the name of the ascended Jesus, which reveals the truth about Jesus that he has just proclaimed.

So now, having seen gospel proclamation in Samaria, we see also, lastly and briefly, A Gospel response in Samaria in v8.  For we read that “there was great joy in that city.” 
1. Now congregation, our major point thus far has been to note that that even though Philip was busy being a faithful servant by proclaiming Christ, his confidence and his encouragement was the calling power of the sovereign God of salvation.  
a. We talked about the eternal, electing decree of God.  We talked about the Holy Spirit at work in the hearts and lives of these people.  And here we see the evidence of the Holy Spirit’s activity.  
i. Can one of you boys and girls tell me what is the second fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22?  Joy!  That’s right.  When the Holy Spirit enters the heart of a sinner, He produces the fruit of joy.  

(1) So what we read of here is no, “Oh look!  That’s nice.  Samuel is well again.  Hmmm, what’s for dinner?”  
(2) No, this is Holy Spirit produced Joy!  
(A) Heaven has come down to earth here.  That which was defective and disabled and deformed and demonic is undone!  The perfection of heaven is glimpsed here as the effects of sin’s curse are overturned by the power of Jesus.  
(i) There is great joy in this city; great joy!   
1. There is praise and thanksgiving and doxology and adoration and bursting hearts and heaven raised eyes!  
2. People of God, “joy” may be a small, three letter word.  But may we never read it and just quickly move on.  
a. In Psalm 16:11, note how the psalmist describes his salvation: He says to God, “You have made known to me the path of life; you … fill me with joy in your presence.”
b. In Psalm 45, salvation is pictured as being anointed with the “oil of joy.”
c. How are we repeatedly called to worship in the Psalms?  “Shout for joy … Sing for joy to the Lord all the earth!”
d. In Psalm 126 the psalmist shouts, “The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.”
e. And even though Jesus is not standing here before us today, even though none of us have seen Him with our eyes, it does not matter.  Because by the power of the Holy Spirit, the believer agrees with the truth about Jesus that 1 Peter 1:8 declares, “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.”
Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, are you filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy?  Is there great joy in your heart today?  
Or are you sitting here angry because of something you read in the bulletin?  
Or upset because someone didn’t indicate on the way to church?  
Or frustrated because the last hymn was played too fast or too slow or too noisy or too soft, in your opinion?  
Or bitter because that man over there said this to me in 1994.  
Are you sitting here today holding a dark cloud in place that obscures the sun of joy?  
Why?  Joy is not optional for the believer.  Joy is commanded.  He who has the Spirit living in Him ought to be joyful for that is what the Holy Spirit produces.  
Nothing ought to be able to strip the believer of joy.  Nothing.  Nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  Not the devil, not someone else’s hurtful words or actions, not the loss of a loved one or the loss of a job, not persecution or illness or death.  
May God forgive us for the absence of joy.  
And may that joy be yours, right now, as you think about what you are doing, right now.  
You are in worship!  
· Jesus Christ came to earth to die on the cross for your sins.  
· He rose from the grave to demonstrate that your sins are forgiven.  
· He has ascended into heaven and has sent His Holy Spirit to live in your heart, forever.  
· He has a mansion in heaven reserved for you.  
· He will come, soon, to take you to be with Him.  
· And He has come, today, to meet with you in His Word and to give you His grace, together with …

This, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, is the gospel of Christ crucified.  So hear again the gospel question: Are you filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy?  Is there great joy in your heart today?  

