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“Exhibit A Continued”      Text – Acts 8:9-25       OT Reading – Genesis 12:1-9

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Last Sunday we were introduced to Philip as ‘Exhibit A’ in Doctor Luke’s case for how the gospel came to Samaria.  
In v4, Luke provided us with a general explanation of how the gospel came to Samaria.  

But then, with v5, he got specific as he began to tell of Philip as the first piece of evidence for his claim.  

In effect, Luke began to put some flesh on the bones, so to speak.  
And we noted that while Philip would, no doubt, have been kind and considerate and winsome and hospitable, evangelism itself took place when he spoke about Christ crucified.  
While all those other things are important, it is only the Holy Spirit working through the words of gospel that creates faith and repentance.      
And so, in chapter 8, as Luke describes the missionary activity of Philip – Exhibit A, we saw in vv5-8 that he proclaimed the Christ, that the crowds paid close attention to what he said, that many miraculous healings took place, and that there was great joy in that city.  
· And we spent some time considering joy. 
· We noted that joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  
· We noted that joy is not optional for the believer.  
· And we noted how easily we let the clouds of anger, hurt, or even routine obscure the bright sun of the joy of salvation.  
· And we noted that the remedy for this is regularly confessing our sins and measuring out the dimensions of God’s extraordinary love to us in Christ Jesus.  
Well, as we continue to consider the missionary activity of Philip – Exhibit A, we are now introduced to a man named Simon who is a magician of some sort.  
And the four main parts to this story are Philip and Simon in vv9-13, the Apostle’s arrival in Samaria in vv14-17, Peter and Simon in vv18-24, and lastly, the epilogue of v25.
And what we are going to do is to briefly consider the three parts of the story before ending by considering two significant questions that it raises. 

1. First of all then, vv9-13 introduce us to Simon.  
a. We are told that he was a man who practised sorcery, or magic as other translations describe it, and that what he did amazed the people to the point that they called him “the divine power known as the Great Power.”  
i. And this phrase is translated in different ways by our English Bibles but they all add up to the people believing Simon to be some sort of divine figure because of his powerful magic.  
b. Now, there are a number of second and third century church fathers, like Justin Martyr and Irenaeus, who say wrote quite a lot about a Magician named Simon who had a harmful influence on the church soon after this time.  He was from Samaria but went as far as Rome with his false teachings.  And they believe that Simon to be the Simon spoken of here in Acts 8.  
i. And there are good arguments to support this idea but also good arguments against this idea.  
ii. However, if they are the same person, and remembering that Luke writes, first and foremost, to Theophilus, who from the content of much of the book of Acts was clearly familiar with Rome, it may be that what Luke says here about Simon provides some vital information to someone dealing with his later influence in Rome.  
(1) You can well imagine Luke’s testimony about Simon’s interest in Christianity being purely motivated by greed and a lust for fame, testimony that could be backed up by many others, being a useful tool in the fight against one seeking to harm the church through false teachings in Rome.  
iii. Now, we cannot be sure of this because we are not told.  I mention it, however, to remind us all that the Bible is not an abstract book that exists apart from the realities of real people and real paces and real events.  
(1) Luke wrote to people familiar with the people, places and events that he spoke of, and people engaged in the joys and struggles of life in the church of Jesus Christ.  
(2) And this ought to be a great comfort to us as we think about how the Bible spoke to its original readers and how it has spoken since that time and to us today – this is, indeed, God’s living word of truth.  
(A) This is a book like no other because it is the inspired Word of God about the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
c. Well, what we are told about Simon is that he was a magician.  
i. And the Greek word used to describe his magic sometimes has in view the cleverness of harmless trickery and illusion that pulls a coin out of someone’s ear or the far more dangerous magic that looks to the power of the devil to do astonishing things.  
(1) And it seems, in Simon’s case, that the later is in view.  
(A) Because he is held by the people to be divine, he is clearly one of those spoken against in passages like Galatians 5:20 where God’s people are warned that those who practice witchcraft will not inherit the kingdom of God because it is an act of the sinful nature.  
(i) And that warning is a warning we need to hear again today, living in a world that finds witchcraft fascinating and thinks it is harmless, whether it be the so-called white magic of Wicca or the so-called black magic of those who serve the evil one.  
1. Witchcraft is a tool of the devil that seeks to imitate the power of God to keep people from the truth about salvation in Jesus.  
a. And we ought to remember this as we consider the things that we read and watch that come from Hollywood today.
2. Well, it is clear, here, that Luke is contrasting Simon with what he has just said about Philip in v7.  
a. It is as though Philip and Simon are competing for the same audience.  For some time now, we are told, the crowd has been astonished by the magic of Simon.  Now though, they are even more astonished by the miracles of Philip, which are performed in the name of Jesus to add weight to Philip’s claims about Jesus.  
i. And so, v12 tells us that the message of the coming of the kingdom of God in the person and work of Jesus Christ to bring salvation to sinners, a message pictured in the miraculous healings that take place before their eyes, is believed.  And so, the Samaritans are baptized.  
(1) And Brothers and sisters this is an enormously significant verse in the NT.  
(A) Yes, the odd non-Jew has already been included amongst God’s people in the OT.  
(i) We may think of Rahab and Ruth and Naaman and the widow of Zarephath, for instance.  
(B) But here and now, large numbers of Samaritans are being included in the church of Jesus Christ.  
(i) And this is just the beginning.  The gospel has begun its advance into the world.
(C) And it has continued since then.  
(i) According to Christianity Today, 33% of all the people on the face of the earth describe themselves as Christians.  
(ii) And a third of them claim to be Bible-believing, evangelical believers, which is how we would describe ourselves.  
(iii) In the 1500’s, those who were evangelical numbered around 3,000,000.  Today, that number is 648,000,000.  
(iv) In the un-evangelized world; those places where the gospel has not yet been heard, there are 20,500 full-time Christian workers and 10,200 foreign missionaries.  
(v) In what we would describe as the evangelized non-Christian world, there are 1.31 million full-time Christian workers and in what we would call the Christian world, there are 4.19 million full-time Christian workers including 306,000 foreign missionaries that have been sent to other Christian lands.  
(vi) Approximately 83 million Bibles are distributed globally per year.  
(vii) There are approximately 6 million books about Christianity in print today.  
(viii) And since we are considering a few statistics, Christianity Today also noted, on the other side of the coloumn, that an average of 171,000 Christians worldwide are martyred for their faith every year.
  
1. What began, then, that day in Samaria, as the first expansion of the gospel beyond Israel, as the first step of the spread of the church of Christ over all of the earth, continues, today, to the praise and glory of the God of the gospel!
b. Well, we will return to Simon and his response to the gospel a little later on, but we are told here that he also believed and was baptized, and “followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.” 
And so we come to vv14-17 and the arrival and activity of the Apostles in Samaria.
1. And again, apart from the theological questions that these verses raise and that we will return to later, what we read here is a straightforward record of events.  
a. News of what has happened in Samaria has filtered back to Jerusalem.  And the church there knew that Jesus had spoken of the gospel going to Samaria.  And so, recognizing the significance of what has happened there, the church sends Peter and John to Samaria.  
i. And we need to consider just how momentous this was for Peter and John.  
(1) You will recall the centuries old hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans.  
(2) In John 4, when Jesus was speaking to the Samaritan woman by the well, the disciples, who included Peter and John, returned to find them talking.  And we are told that they were surprised to find [Jesus] talking with this Samaritan woman.  
(3) But now, having once thought that Jesus’ concern was only for the Jews, these disciples understand what Jesus said in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.”  
(A) The Church of Jesus Christ will be a church of every nation, tribe, people, and tongue!  
b. And so, Peter and John go to Samaria and place their hands on the believers who receive the Holy Spirit.
And then comes the interaction between Peter and Simon in vv18-24.
1. Simon, we were told, has seen the great miracles of Philip and believed and been baptized.  But now the Apostles have come and have laid there hands on these believers, who clearly now begin to do the types of miraculous things done by the apostles and Philip as evidence of being filled with the Spirit.  
a. And Simon sees that the laying on of the hands of the Apostles was the ‘thing’ that gave them this ability.  
i. And we are told that he offered the Apostles money so that he too could have this same power.  
(1) Remember that Simon already was a magician; he was already able to do astonishing things.  What he wanted was not that power but the power to give that power to others.  For in that, you see, there was real money to be made and the possibilities of real influence!  
(A) Simon’s mind is already multiplying the marketing opportunities and planning his visit to His Samaritan investment broker and local M.P.  Although, with this power, maybe he should be thinking about the Roman Stock exchange and the Senate???  
b. But then, Peter speaks and those grand plans quickly fizzle.  
i. Peter rebukes Simon’s greed and by the power of the Holy Spirit reveals the true state of Simon’s heart.  
(1) Simon is greedy.  
(2) He has “no part of share in this ministry.”  
(3) His heart is “not right before God.”  
(4) He must “repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord,” for he is “full of bitterness and captive to sin.”  
ii. And we read in v24 that Simon asked Peter to pray to the Lord for him.
Well, we will end, shortly, with v25 and the epilogue.  But before we do, there are two significant questions that this story raises that need answering.  And I am sure you can guess what they are.  
A. Firstly, how are we to understand the delay between the belief and baptism of these Samaritan people and their later receiving of the Holy Spirit at the laying on of the hands of the Apostles?  For this raises all sorts of supplementary questions. 
i. Can you believe without the Holy Spirit? 
ii. In Acts 2:38, Peter said to the Jews, repent, believe, and be baptized and you shall receive the Holy Spirit, which is exactly what happened.  So why, here, is it repent, believe, and be baptized, and later on they receive the Holy Spirit?  
iii. Can you have the Holy Spirit but not have Him fully? 
iv. Is what is taught in many Pentecostal churches about a second blessing, very much because of this story, true?  
(1) Is it so that all believers receive the Holy Spirit at conversion, but that some later receive Him in full, together with the ability to speak in tongues and heal, etc?  
b. Well, as we seek to answer this question, the first thing to recall is a point we have made often in these chapters of Acts.  We deal here with a unique time in the history of the church.  
i. We are reading about the New Testament church, which does not have the NT!  
ii. We read descriptions of events that are not necessarily meant to be prescriptions for all believers, forever.  
iii. We need not be concerned if we read something in Acts that doesn’t seem to match up with what seems to be the norm elsewhere in the Bible and in our experience today.  
c. Secondly then, remember also the experience of the Apostles.  
i. Before Pentecost, did they believe in Jesus?  Of course.  Recall Peter’s confession of faith in Matthew 16.  
ii. Did they have the Holy Spirit?  Of course.  There can only be faith by the work of the Holy Spirit as John 3:5 and 1 Corinthians 2:12 make crystal clear.  
iii. John 20:22 tells us of the time Jesus breathed on the disciples saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  But He also told them that the Spirit would come on them in fullness and in power after He had left them.  
(1) Pentecost was needed as a public and decisive confirmation of the power of the ascended Christ and the beginning of the NT church.  
d. And that is where we find the answer to what we see here in Samaria.  
i. Jesus had expressly stated in Acts 1:8 that the gospel will go to Samaria.  
ii. And Samaria, as we have noted, is a place that has a special history with the Jewish people.  
(1) It is not quite gentile-land, but it is not quite Jewish, either.  
(2) It is a kind of bridge point between the Jews and the Gentiles.  
iii. So listen to v14 and 11:1 which speaks of the first Gentiles to believe: 8:14, “When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God …” and 11:1, “The apostles … heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.”  
(1) And so, just as the Apostles, as Christ’s appointed witnesses, played a pivotal role in the gospel’s first activity amongst the Jews, and just as they will also do in ch. 10 in connection with the gospel’s first activity among the Gentiles, so, here in Samaria, the arrival of the Holy Spirit is delayed to allow for them to play a part in and to witness the second phase of Christ’s plan for the church.  
(2) What we read of here is an abnormal delay that suits the unfolding of Christ’s redeeming purposes.  
(3) So now, having seen what they have seen, the Apostles can now go back to Jerusalem and report to the church what Paul will later write in Romans 10:12, “There is no difference between Jew and Gentile-- the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on Him.”  
iv. And so, just as Christ’s ascension to heaven happened once and Pentecost happened once, what happened in Samaria is a unique occurrence that is not intended to be the norm for God’s people.  
v. With the greatest of respect, we may say that our Pentecostal brothers and sisters have built a theology on a wrong understanding of this passage.  
(1) This passage is not given to teach us a theology of a second blessing.  
(2) It is given that we might rejoice in the glorious unfolding of Christ’s redemption plan for the world that the peoples of the world continue to benefit from today, including you and I!  
B. The second question, though, has to do with Simon.  What are we to make of his ‘conversion’ story?  On the one hand we are told that he believed and was baptized, but on the other hand, Peter’s words seem to indicate that he is not a believer.  
a. And there can only be two possible answers to this question.  Peter is either (1) speaking about the behaviour he witnesses and not the eternal state of Simon’s heart, or (2) he is suggesting that Simon’s ‘conversion’ was no conversion at all but a mere sham.  So let’s note what we see or do not see in the text.  
i. First, do we see any evidence of Simon repenting of his former witchcraft; something spoken of as “an act of the sinful nature” in Galatians 5, and something indicating an association with the devil as noted in Acts 13:10 where another magician is encountered by Paul?  No, we do not.  
(1) And what does Peter call on Simon to do, immediately, in v22?  To “repent of this wickedness.”  
ii. Secondly, note the difference between the people of Samaria and Simon’s reaction to these miracles.  
(1) V13 tells us that Simon was “astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw,” while v6 tells us the people “paid close attention to what [Philip] said.”  
(A) Simon is consumed with the miracles while the people are consumed by the gospel that the miracles endorse.  
iii. Third, Simon offers Peter money.  
(1) And this indicates that he does not understand at all that salvation is the free gift of God to sinners.  
(A) And ever since, the practise of trying to obtain office in the church by payment has been known as Simony.  
iv. Fourthly, Peter’s words are stingingly blunt.  Literally from the Greek, and indeed as one English paraphrase of the Bible expresses Peter’s first words in v20, Peter says to Simon, “To hell with you and your money!”  
v. And finally, note Simon’s response.  
(1) He wants Peter to fix this situation for him.  He does not pray to the Lord and confess his sins, instead asking Peter to do whatever it might take so that life can remain as good as it has been.  
vi. And all of this tells us then that whatever faith Simon had it was not true faith.  
(1) It was miraculous faith – he was impressed with the miracles, it might have been a temporary faith that flickered for a moment, but it was not true faith.  
(2) A recent Today booklet devotional explained true faith in this way: Forsaking All, I Trust Him.  
(A) And Jannie, may this be your confession and indeed the confession of each one of us: Forsaking All, I Trust Him.  
(3) But this was not Simon’s confession. 
vii. And this reveals, as does a passage like Hebrews 6, that it is possible to make a false profession of faith.  
(1) So how do we check to see if our faith is genuine?  Can we be sure our faith is the real thing?

(A) Well, examine yourself, regularly, to see that you are living according to what you profess.  
(i) Do you fear God as your heavenly Father, as in living before Him with a holy reverence?  
(ii) Do you believe that Jesus is your Saviour and trust in Him for the forgiveness of your sins?  
(iii) Do you hate your sin?  
(iv) Do you long to be more like Jesus in the way that you speak and think and behave?  
1. If so, then be assured that you have saving faith, true faith, genuine faith.  
2. But if not, repent of your sins today and put your trust in Jesus.  Commit yourself to live to Him and for Him in every area of life.
Finally then, and very briefly, note the words of v25 – the epilogue, or closing words of the story, “When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.” 
1. In ch.9 of his Gospel, Luke tells us of a time when this John and James, after seeing a Samaritan village refuse to welcome Jesus, said to Him, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?”  
a. Back then, John saw no place in the church of Christ for Samaritans.  But now, centuries of enmity are undone by the power of the gospel as unity in Christ triumphs over prejudice.  
i. So Peter and John, in glad obedience, preach to those who they now know need to hear the gospel of Christ crucified, and who, upon conversion, will be one in Christ with them.
Ultimately then, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, this passage is a call to missions.  
· Christ calls us to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth.  
· The call comes to each of us, every day, at home, at work, at school, and at play.  We must proclaim Christ crucified.  
· But the call comes to some to take up this work specifically as ministers, as missionaries, as evangelists, and as church planters.  
· And I am not listing those terms to suggest four distinct offices.  I list them, instead, to describe different activities of those the Lord calls to serve Him, officially, in full-time ministry.  
· Brothers, have you asked the Lord to make known to you a sense of calling?  
· Is He calling you to study and prepare to serve Him as a full-time, ordained gospel proclaimer?  
· Or is He urging you to serve in a non-ordained mission work of some sort?  
· And sisters, are you seeking the Lord as to whether He is urging you to serve Him in a non-ordained mission work?  
· It may be, here in Christchurch or elsewhere in the world, that the Lord has in store a gospel explosion such as has happened at different times in history.  And we should certainly be praying that that might happen.  It may be that the steady progress of the gospel will continue.  But in both scenarios, gospel workers will be needed.  
· Are you willing to serve?  
· Are you ready to serve?  
· Are you using your gifts in Christ’s service today and are you ready to go where your gifts can best be used tomorrow?

Praise the Lord for His plan of redemption!  And may He use each of us as His plan unfolds today and tomorrow, to the glory and honour of His name.  Amen.   
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