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“Contrasting Responses to the Coming Crucifixion”      Text – John 12:1-11       OT Reading – Psa 69/Isa 53

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Mention something or someone that ‘you just love’ and you will find that people react to it in different ways.

· Take golf, for instance.   I enjoy playing golf.  But there are others, like the noted, American author, Mark Twain who said, “Golf is a good walk, spoiled.” 
· And then there is that Scottish restaurant, McDonalds.  Some people start drooling when you mention the word, while others think of it as heated cardboard with plastic cheese.

· Politicians, celebrities, authors; people often react quite differently when their names are mentioned; some like them, others do not.  
Well, no one has ever divided world opinion more than Jesus!  And indeed, in John 3, having just identified belief in Him as the thing that divides the people of the world, Jesus went on to say, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”  

So, the world is divided into those who come into the light and those who remain in the darkness.  

Well, on this Good Friday morning, we have before us a passage which reveals this exact truth.  

It is A study of contrasting responses to the coming crucifixion.  
With less than a week to go before Jesus’ death, we are presented with seven responses to the person and work of Jesus. 
There is Martha in v2, Lazarus in v2, Mary in v3, Judas in v4-6, the crowd in v9, the chief priests in v10, and many of the Jews in v11.  
And having considered each of these responses, we will be left with one question: From which character in this story do we have the most to learn on this Good Friday morning?
1. Well, as we begin this study of contrasting responses to the coming crucifixion, let’s note the context of the story.  
a. Very recently, as John 11 reveals, Lazarus was raised from the dead in the presence of a crowd.  
i. And 11:45 tells us that many of the Jews put their faith in Jesus because of this astonishing miracle.  
ii. Others, however, went and told the Pharisees who, as ever, rather than respond in faith to the signs that clearly reveal the power of God in Jesus, determine that He must die.  
iii. And 11:54 reveals that the temperature of hostility towards Jesus was now at boiling point.  
(1) And so, as always, controlling every circumstance around the timing of His mission, Jesus withdraws to a small village where He is hidden from public view.  
iv. And chapter 12 ends with the Pharisees and chief priests giving an order that if anyone finds Jesus, they must let the rulers know so that they can arrest Jesus.  
b. You can see, then, that the difference between those who are in the light and those still in darkness is becoming more and more pronounced.  It is becoming less possible for people to be ambivalent about Jesus.  
(1) And boys and girls, ambivalent means not bothered either way, not fussed; ambivalent means ‘whatever.’  
ii. And it is no longer possible to be ‘whatever’ in terms of Jesus.  People are falling into two very clear camps – Jesus believers, and Jesus haters.  
2. So, we are told that six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany.  
a. And there are all sorts of debates about the timing of Jesus’ last week on earth.  It is an interesting and worthwhile study that we are not going to concern ourselves with today.  
i. Jesus has traveled with a group who are heading to Jerusalem for the Passover, knowing that He will be crucified at the end of this week.  
ii. He stops at Bethany while many continue on to Jerusalem.  
(1) Those who arrive at Jerusalem, tell others that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead and that He has stopped in Bethany.  
(2) So now, as v10 tells us, the Pharisees decide to get rid of Lazarus as well because his story is just too problematic.  
iii. But as a result of these reports, v9 tells us, a large crowd of people leave Jerusalem to go to Bethany to see Jesus and Lazarus.  
(1) Most likely then, Jesus arrived in Bethany on Friday.  He spent the Sabbath there, which began at sunset on Friday evening, and has the meal that is described in ch. 12 on Saturday evening, after sunset, which is the end of the Sabbath.  
iv. And that is when the crowds arrive having traveled the very short couple of miles between Jerusalem and Bethany.
(1) Tomorrow, Sunday, He will go to Jerusalem and ride in on a donkey to be greeted by the people as He makes His triumphal entry.
b. Late on Saturday, though, a dinner is held for Jesus.  
i. The people in Bethany are more interested in honouring Jesus than dobbing Him in to the Pharisees.  They have seen this miraculous raising of Lazarus from the dead and they want to honour Jesus.  
ii. And it was customary in those times for men to dine alone at a meal of this sort.  This was believed to be proper.  
1. So the first response to the coming crucifixion is that of Martha.  
a. Probably just a few weeks before, prior to Lazarus being raised, Martha had a conversation with Jesus.  He told her that He was the resurrection and the life and that He who believed in Him would live even though He died.  And He asked her if she believed, and she said, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God who was to come into the world.”  
i. Now, this was a stunning confession of faith.  Very soon though, when Jesus said to roll away the stone of Lazarus’ tomb, Martha was the one who wasn’t sure if this was a good idea because there would be a horrible stink.  
(1) Yes, she believed that Jesus was the Christ.  But she was still not sure what this meant.  Jesus’ death, with all it entails, has not yet registered with Martha.
b. But here in ch. 12, just as she did when she first met Jesus, Martha serves.  
i. Perhaps you boys and girls remember from Luke 10 that when Jesus first came into their home, Martha was very busy with all the cooking but Mary just sat at Jesus’ feet listening to Him.  
(1) And Martha had a very keen sense of fairness.  Martha was the patron saint of boys and girls when it comes to household chores.  
(A) You know how boys and girls sometimes complain that the job they have to do is not their job or that they have done more than their sister or why doesn’t she help?  
(B) Well, Martha also thought it unfair that she did all the work why Mary just listened to Jesus.  And Jesus had to speak to her at that time.

(2) But here too, Martha serves.  And in this, Martha is a wonderful example.  
(A) Jesus Himself, in the very next chapter, will teach His disciples about the importance of service for the believer when He washes their feet.  
(i) But Martha has already got it.  
1. Do you have the Martha heart of a servant?  
2. Are you like Christ in that you look for ways to serve others rather than to be served?
2. But v2 also tells us about Lazarus, who, we read, was among those who reclined at the table.  
a. And Lazarus, you will remember, was recently dead for four days.  
i. And just think about that for a moment.  Imagine Lazarus’ gratitude.  Imagine Lazarus’ love for Jesus.  Jesus has given him life!  So Lazarus is just glad to be alive, and to be here reclining with Jesus at the table.  
(1) All that he previously took for granted is now so precious and wonderful and extraordinary!  The food probably tastes better and the smells are richer, etc etc.  
ii. So Jesus is surrounded by Lazarus and others who honour Him and are deeply grateful to Him, but who also are probably not thinking about Jesus’ death either.  
iii. But we may learn something from Lazarus also.  
(1) You see, if you believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins, are no different from Lazarus, spiritually speaking.  You too have been given life.  
(A) Do you enjoy the company of your Saviour?  
(B) Do you fellowship with Him by His Word and Spirit?  
3. But then there is Mary.  
a. And while many speculate as to what the perfume actually was and whether she used all of it or some of it and how much it was actually worth, what she does is very simple and very clear.  
i. Mary, as Jesus’ words in v7 indicate, is the only person among Jesus’ friends, as far as we are told, who understands that Jesus is going to die.  
ii. And so, breaking with the convention that normally means women would leave the men to eat, she enters, with a very expensive perfume.  
(1) Mary knows that Jesus will die very soon at the hands of His enemies.  
(A) She has come into possession, most likely by buying it, of this costly burial perfume.  
(B) And her obvious desire would be to anoint Him on the day of His burial.  But she is not sure that there will be the opportunity for those who love Him to anoint Him them.  Who knows what His enemies might do with His body? 
(C) Today, then, seems to her to be the best opportunity to do what she might not be able to do when the day comes.  
iii. And so, boldly and believingly, she enters the room and pours the perfume on Jesus’ feet.  
(1) Matthew and Mark say that she put the perfume also on His head and body.  But John specifically mentions the feet to show that this was a selfless and humble act of love and devotion.

(A) And then, going against custom even more, she loosens her hair and uses it to wipe the perfume from His feet.  
iv. Most likely, there is a stunned silence as this unconventional acts goes on.  Soon though, the whole house, we are told, is filled with the aroma of this perfume.  
(1) As one commentator describes it, “Never did the Son of God dwell more gloriously among humans that at that last banquet, and nowhere else was the response of their faith and love to His presence more vivid and eloquent.  Mary’s action expresses what she did not have the words to voice, but it ‘filled the whole house’ with the fragrance of her love and as such would continue to spread through the preaching of the gospel in the whole world.”
b. Now, why did Mary understand that Jesus would soon die when many, including His disciples, did not?  

i. Well, that is because Mary, as the Bible wants us to see, spent a lot of time at Jesus’ feet.  In other words, with a humble heart that eagerly sought to learn, she paid attention to the word of her Saviour.  
(1) Are you often at Jesus feet?

(A) Do you have a humble heart that seeks to learn?

(B) Is this why you make it your business to be at worship?

(C) Is this why you read your Bible and participate in Bible studies?

(i) That’s what it means, today, to be at Jesus feet.

ii. And at Jesus’ feet, Mary had looked into His eyes and seen the deep sorrow there.  So wanting to show that she loved Him, and that she understood His sorrow at what was coming, and that she would share in this sorrow just as Jesus had shared in her sorrow when Lazarus had died, she breaks the bank, as it were, with this most lavish and generous gift, because, to her, Jesus is worth it.

iii. You know, it might be helpful if sometimes we included the letters ‘th’ inside the word ‘worship.’  For then the word becomes ‘wor-th-ship.’
(1) Are you, like Mary, generous in your worship of Jesus?  

(2) Does He get the few minutes of worship that you can fit in if it’s convenient?  Or does He get your wor-th-ship?  
(3) Are you a Mary worshipper (not in the sense of RC, but in the sense of John 12:3)?
4. Judas Iscariot was clearly not.  
a. And his words, and what John says about him, reveal that while Mary and probably everyone else here has ‘come into the light,’ Judas remains in the darkness.  
i. While Mary has placed her hope and trust in a Lord whom she knows will soon die, Judas has decided that Jesus is a loser whose cause is clearly headed for failure.  
(1) Judas also believes that Jesus will soon die but with a view of Jesus that is wholly opposite to that of Mary. 
b. So the contrast of what light and darkness produce couldn’t be any clearer than what we see here between Mary and Judas.  
i. And this devilish darkness is seen in how he dresses up his covetous heart with a concern for the poor.  
(1) But John explains Judas’ true motives.  He is a thief – pure and simple.
c. And Jesus then rebukes Him, as well as the other disciples who Matthew and Mark tell us also expressed consternation at what Mary had done.
i. Jesus does not expose Judas and what he will do.  That shall wait until the Last Supper.

ii. Instead, Jesus takes up the ‘concern’ of Judas for the poor and indicates that while the poor will always be there and will always need the love and care of the church, Jesus’ time on earth is nearly over.  His physical presence with them is soon to end.  

(1) And so, rather than use the sale of the perfume to raise money for the poor, Mary has acted rightly in doing what she has done.
d. So, are you a Mary or a Judas?  

i. These are Judas’ first words in the Bible.  Mary’s are found in 11:32 where she says in relation to Lazarus’ death, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
ii. Judas sold Christ for the equivalent of 120 denarii, while Mary has here given an offering of nearly three times the amount.

iii. Judas stole money from the bag, while Mary has broken the bank in love.
iv. Judas wants people to ignore and forget Jesus, Mary wants Jesus to be everything.

(1) Are you generous and sacrificial in what you give to the Lord or tight and mean-fisted?  

(2) Would you forego something you want to be able to give to another, or gladly uproot yourself and perhaps take a financial hit to be part of a church plant work or are costs like that too much for you to pay?
5. Well briefly, in vv9-11 we see the responses of three other groups.  
a. V9 speaks about a large crowd who, it would seem, are curious.  
i. They have heard about Lazarus being raised.  They want to see him for themselves, and, perhaps, to see the one that people say is responsible for raising him.  
(1) And there are some, even today, who are curious about Jesus.  
(A) He seems interesting.  And perhaps having tried various other religions and philosophies, it might be worth seeing what Jesus has to offer?
b. And then, sixthly, there are the chief priests who hate Him and want Him dead, and now, Lazarus too.  
i. Such is their hatred and unbelief that nothing will convince them that Jesus is who He says he is.  He simply must die.  
c. And seventhly, and finally, we are told in v11 about many Jews who were putting their faith in Him.  
i. Most likely, having seen Lazarus’ dead body placed in the tomb, they see him now, alive, because of the power of this man, and they believe. 
(1) Surely, such a miracle worker must be God’s Promised One!  
So, we come back then to the question we asked right at the beginning: From which character in this story may we learn the most: Martha, Lazarus, Mary, Judas, the crowd, the chief priests, or the Jews who believed?  
Well I am sure that many of you will not be surprised to learn that the one we learn the most from in this story is none of these, but Jesus!   

For as ever, this is not primarily a story about any of these.  It is a story about Jesus.  
It is a story about Jesus acting as prophet, priest, and king, and it is a story about Jesus continuing to advance and reveal the work He came to do.
1. Earlier, we read from Isaiah 53, which speaks of Jesus being assigned a grave with the wicked, and “with the rich in His death.”  
a. Here then, the prophet, Jesus, who is so immersed in the Word, accepts this first portion of the rich burial that will be His.  And then He also calls on those who witness this event to understand it in terms of His death and burial.  
b. But also, as priest He interprets and explains this event in terms of His sacrificial death.  He receives Mary’s gift as part of the sacrifice that He must make in death.  
c. And then, as a King He rises to the defense of a loyal subject when He shield’s Mary from the anger of Judas and the disciples by saying, “Let her alone!”  
i. And from her, He accepts the royal gift, just as He did in the manger, when royal gifts were brought to Him by the wise men.  
One commentator describes this all so beautifully, “For now, He, Jesus of Nazareth, whom no one in the great wide world would anoint with oil, whose official and right and capacity is denied by all flesh, now He receives that ointment from the hand of His Father.  Heaven lets it drip through Mary’s hand upon His blessed body.  So He was twice anointed: First by the incomparable Spirit; now also with the symbol of oil proffered Him as love’s choicest gift.”
And even though Mary had a sinful heart, and the oil itself was tainted by sin, because Jesus accepts His anointing, He is one footstep closer to completing the work of Good Friday.  He has participated in an event which brings even closer that which He came to do.  

Judas’ heart is now even more ready to do what He will do as the betrayer. 
So, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
Do you live in the light of Jesus Christ?  
