PAGE  
7
“Absolutely not a Consolation Prize!”      Text – John 14:26       OT Reading – Exodus 40

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
If you have ever seen a TV game show, you will be familiar with what is called a consolation prize.  
The contestant might have been trying to win an overseas holiday or a car or a large sum of money, but he or she doesn’t get enough answers right, so they miss out on the big prize.  And this is the moment that the game show host will give them a consolation prize – a $50 voucher or a cuddly toy or something like that.  
It is a small gift meant to console you for having missed out on the major prize.  
Well, here in this section of John’s gospel, we read about something that to the disciples would have felt like, at that time, a consolation prize.  
You see, what is clear in this whole section is that what the disciples really wanted was Jesus to stay with them; they didn’t want Him to go.  But Jesus was telling them that He would leave them soon, but that He would then send them another counsellor – the Holy Spirit.  
However, because of their grief at His words and their inability to understand what He was saying, this sounds to them like the offer of a consolation prize.
And we can further illustrate the emotion of this moment for the disciples even more with what really is an unfair question, but it makes the point: If you could choose between having the Holy Spirit in you, as He is now, or having the Lord Jesus with you, in person, which would you choose?  
And I think that most of us, if not all of us, would either very quickly say, The Lord Jesus!, or at least, for a moment, would think about how nice it would be to have Jesus that close before we honestly or dutifully say, The Holy Spirit.
So, as we consider Jesus’ words to His disciples, which are, ultimately, words also to us as NT believers, the Pentecost Day question we ask is Is the holy spirit a kind of consolation prize?   And as we come to John 14:26, we see that this is absolutely not the case in the three parts of the promise that Jesus makes about the Holy Spirit – His meaningful title, His heavenly origin, and His daily activity.  
But before we get to the specifics of the verse itself, there is already much to learn about the importance of the Holy Spirit from the context of this verse.

1. After the Last Supper, Jesus has again told His disciples that He will soon leave them.  But He knows that the disciples just do not get it.  They just cannot bear the thought of losing Jesus.  
a. They believe that Jesus is the Son of God, for sure, and that He has come to do Messiah’s work.  But their understanding of what Messiah/Son of God should do and what Jesus is saying just don’t add up.  
i. And so, whenever He talks about leaving them or dying, the ‘does not compute’ sign glazes over their eyes.  
b. Thus, as ch. 14 opens, Jesus talks with them about this some more.  However, as He starts to do so, both Thomas and Philip ask questions of Him: Thomas wants to know the way to the place Jesus is going; North or South-West, perhaps?, and Philip wants to see the Father; he wants to see a burning bush or a pillar of fire or the shekinah presence in the temple – a visible revelation of God like those of the OT.  
i. And these questions, especially that of Philip, reveal that the disciples do not yet know who Jesus really is; they have not yet come to the full knowledge of Jesus and His significance.
ii. And there is one reason and one reason alone why this is so – they do not yet possess the permanent presence and fullness of the Holy Spirit.  
A. You see, prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Joel prophesied that the time of Messiah would be accompanied by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  
1) While the Holy Spirit was active in terms of salvation in OT times, He would be so in a more abundant, personal, permanent, and powerful way in NT times.  
a) He would make His home in the life of each and every believer and cause Him or her to know Jesus Christ and His work of salvation.  
iii. And we see why this was needed here with these disciples.  And brothers and sisters, if anything we should feel a great deal of sympathy for these disciples, because they lived in that cross-over time between the OT and the NT.  
A. You see, in OT times, salvation was by faith in Jesus, just as it is in NT times.  
1) However, what that meant for OT believers was believing in One God who would save you from your sins by what all of His promises and the sacrifices pointed forward to.  
a) It was that ‘vague’ if I can describe it with that word.  
b) And so, the disciples’ Jewish mono-theism or One-God-ism just does not allow them to accept the possibility that the divine essence can unfold itself in two persons – The Father and Jesus.  
B. But here they stand, now, at a moment in history where that ‘vagueness’ must now be replaced by a faith in the person and work of the Second Person of the Trinity.  
1) Just think about that for a minute.  Can you see how huge a step up in understanding that is?  
a) The incarnation of Jesus – the Son of taking to Himself a human nature so that he is fully human and fully divine; His being one in essence with the Father; The need for Him to keep all God’s commandments and to endure the agonies of God’s wrath against sin on the cross; His sacrifice as a substitute for sinners; His resurrection and Ascension; sinners needing to receive the righteousness of Jesus by faith; all of this is now the stuff of faith in Christ.
C. And what you and I know by experience, as we have tried to share the gospel with others, is something the Bible itself says plainly – belief in Jesus does comes not about by simple reason.  We cannot argue people into salvation.  Belief in Jesus comes about by the work of the Holy Spirit who switches on the light bulb of understanding and gives the gift of faith.  
1) And this is not to say that the Christian faith is unreasonable; far from it!  It is entirely reasonable.  But, says 1 Cor. 2:14, “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  
a) So, you and I can sit down with someone and walk them through what the Bible says about Jesus, laying it all out as simply and as plainly as possible; no ‘big’ words, no complex logic, and all very reasonable.  But if the Spirit is not at work in that person’s heart, we will get the same ‘does not compute’ look as was on the disciples’ faces at this moment.  
D. And so, what the disciples needed, and what all those who do not yet know Jesus need, first and foremost, is the Holy Spirit.  He is the first and most necessary gift of God to His people.  He is how they come to know Jesus.  He is absolutely not a consolation prize!
Now, I want to speak here to those of you who have not yet believed in Jesus.  I do not want what I have just said to give any of you the impression that it is hard to be saved; that, you know, you have to do two years of Bible study before you can possibly know Jesus.  For that is not the case.  If you know that you are a sinner who has broken God’s commandments, and if you will confess those sins to God in prayer and believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins, you shall be saved, right now.   Please, friend, believe in the Lord Jesus and you shall be saved!
But in terms of Jesus’ words to His disciples, here, the key thing that He wants them to understand is that His going is actually a very good thing because it means they will then receive He who they need – the Holy Spirit.  
And so, four times in ch’s 14-16, He will talk about this: 14:16, here in v26, 15:26, and then again in 16:7-16.  
And in ch. 16, He will say it as plainly as this: “It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”

And so, as we come to 14:26, we want to see more reasons why the Holy Spirit is a precious, permanent, and necessary gift of God to His people.
So, firstly then, His meaningful title: Jesus calls Him “the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit.”
1. And first of all, what is meant by the title, Counsellor?  
a. Well, you boys and girls might recognize that term from the cadet program.  
i. And for those of you who don’t know what the cadet program is, it is basically a kind of boy scouts or girl guides program that we have here at church.  And we call the leader of each group of boys and girls, a counsellor, because they are wise and they teach us and they watch over us.  
b. But we use the title, also, in connection with those people who give us counsel if we are depressed or confused or have relationship difficulties, for example.  
i. They provide us with, hopefully, good advice or counsel that will remedy the situation or at least help us to cope with it better than we are.  
c. But the term is also one used in the legal world.  A lawyer is sometimes referred to as a counsellor.  
i. And indeed, other English Bible versions translate the Greek word used here as ‘Advocate,’ which is also suggestive of the legal world.  
ii. And in this sense, what would be in view would be someone who acts on your behalf; who represents you; who gives you the right advice; who will work to secure your freedom from any and every charge made against you.  
d. But in addition to all of that, another interpretation of this Greek title is that of Helper or Comforter.  
i. And that title really needs no explanation in terms of the Holy Spirit, does it.  He helps and He comforts.  
e. But as we think some more about this meaningful title, the Greek word that is here translated as “Counsellor” is parakletos.  It is two words joined together that literally mean ‘A person called alongside.’  
i. So, perhaps it is best to understand the meaning of this title in this way: 1 John 2:1 calls Jesus a parakletos also – a person called alongside.  And perhaps that title reminds you also of another title of Jesus, ‘Immanuel’ – God with us.  But because of the nature of Jesus’ work, He had to come to earth and then leave again.  But by the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are not left without the personal presence of our God.  He is still with us by His Holy Spirit.  We still have Immanuel, God with us, because the Spirit is called, elsewhere in the Bible, the “Spirit of Christ.”  

A. And so, while this title reveals so much about the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit, above all else, it reveals this, believer: Your God is with you! 
1) And while it is true that He is everywhere because He is God, He is in you in a special way that He is not in everyone.  

a) Think of it in this way: Do you remember that moment when the tabernacle was just completed?  Was God in the tabernacle then?  Yes.  God is everywhere.  But what do we read in Exodus 40? “Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”
b) Believer, the Holy Spirit is with you and in you, in this glorious way.
c) And while God’s special presence didn’t remain in the tabernacle, permanently, because of Israel’s rebellion, just look at what Jesus says about the Holy Spirit in 14:16, “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever.”  
f. Well, before we move on to consider, also, His heavenly origin, does the permanent presence of the Holy Spirit mean you and I can use bad language or continue to lose our temper or hate a person or disobey lawful authorities or be arrogant and filled with pride or greedy because Jesus said the Spirit will be with us forever?  Absolutely not.  For note the other part of His meaningful title.  What sort of Spirit is He?  Is He called the Powerful Spirit?  Is He the Loving Spirit?  Is He the Good Spirit?   No.  He is the Holy Spirit.  And He is the Holy Spirit because He is pure and sinless, but also because He takes the leading part in the work of making you holy, or making you more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.  
i. And we may think of that tabernacle we read about earlier in Exodus.  Clean, pure, anointed – holy.
ii. And so, Romans 8:5ff says, “Those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God … You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you … For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.”
Do you see how much Jesus revealed about the Holy Spirit just in this meaningful title?  Well, note secondly, what is revealed in His heavenly origin.

 Jesus says of the Holy Spirit, “Whom the Father will send in my name.”  And in 15:26, He says, “Whom I will send to you from the Father.”  And in 16:7, He says, “I will send Him to you.”
    From heaven, both the Father and the Son have sent the Holy Spirit to live in each believer.  

1. And as you think about this aspect of Jesus’ promise, what we must not fail to notice is that the Holy Spirit is a person.  He is not a power or a force.  “He” is a He!  Jesus is not sending a thing but a person.  He is a living being.  He is the third Person of the Trinity.  
a. It is so much easier, isn’t it, to think about Jesus as a person because He walked on this earth as you and I do and had flesh and bones.  But the Spirit whom Christ and the Father have sent from heaven to live in you is a person who desires a living and personal relationship with you.  
i. I noted before that Jesus is also called a parakletos in 1 John 2:1.  But just look at the promise Jesus makes about the Holy Spirit in 14:16, “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counsellor [or parakletos] …”  He says there, I and the Father will give you one like me, but one who is distinct from me, as a person.
A. The Holy Spirit, then, is our personal God; He is worthy of our worship.  He can be grieved by our thoughts and behaviour, as Eph 4:30 explains, or delighted by our thoughts and behaviour.  
B. He communicates truth to us and enjoys communicating with us in that truth.  
C. He does things for us, and to us, and receives things from us.  
D. He acts on our behalf.  He gives gifts to us.  
E. He is a person.
b. And what does all this add up to?  Relationship; personal relationship.  The Holy Spirit is a person we are to relate to.  
i. You will be grateful for His presence in your life.  
ii. You will listen to His voice, which we shall say more about later.  
iii. You seek not to grieve Him but to give Him cause to delight.  
iv. You worship Him in here and out there, as Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.”  
c. And all of this at least means two things: 1 Corinthians 3:16 says, “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”  Aren’t these incredible words of comfort?  
i. There are times when children get called names by other children, aren’t there.  And what do parents tell them?  “Sticks and stones might break my bones, but names can never hurt me.”  
A. And as children, we see the logic in that and we are comforted, even if the names still are hurtful.  
ii. Well throughout the history of the church, believers have encountered hardship and persecution and even martyrdom.  But the third person of the Trinity, who has been sent from heaven by the first and second persons of the Trinity, says to you, “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”  
d. But with that word of comfort there comes also a word of exhortation – 1 Corinthians 6:17-20: “He who unites himself with the Lord is one with Him in spirit.  Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honour God with your body.” 
i. Myself and a number of other men in the congregation are making use of a computer tool called Covenant Eyes.  It tracks every website you visit and sends a report to someone you choose as your accountability partner.  So, on my computer, I have this little blue eye that is always watching me.  It is a tiny reminder that even when no one else is around, what I view on the computer is seen by another.  
A. But it shouldn’t really be necessary should it.  Because the heaven sent Holy Spirit is with me.  He sees all I do, and hears all I say, and knows all my thoughts.  My body and your body are temples of the person of Holy Spirit, sent from heaven.
Well, finally then, and briefly, we see the importance of the Holy Spirit also in His daily Activity.
Jesus says, “He will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  The parallel promise in 16:13 says, He “will guide you into all truth .. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.”
1. So, what is the first task of the Holy Spirit?  To reveal Jesus to the sinner so that he might be saved.
a. It is what the disciples needed and it is what all those who seek Christ need.  
i. So if you are seriously seeking salvation, my friend, then ask the Holy Spirit to make Jesus known to you, today.  For that is a prayer that God delights to answer!  
A. Just listen to how he answered it with the disciples, John 2:22, “After He was raised from the dead, His disciples recalled what He had said.  Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.”  
1) They did not have the NT Scriptures.  They had only the OT and the words of Jesus.  But the Spirit caused them to remember and understand these things and so to know Jesus as Saviour and Lord and King.  
2) But you have the words of Jesus on the pages of your Bible.  So take it up, read His words and ask the Spirit to help you understand and see and know Jesus.  For it is in here that the Spirit reveals Him.
2. But it is once the Spirit has made someone a disciple of Jesus that we see the second task of the Holy Spirit which is to use disciples to make disciples.  Matthew 28:20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the F, the S, and the HSp, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  
a. And how were they to do this?  By following a twelve point plan and developing a church growth strategy?  No.  By the power of the Holy Spirit who works through the preaching or sharing of the gospel – Rom. 1:16.  
b. And this is why, in the parallel promise of the Holy Spirit in 15:26, Jesus says, The Spirit “will testify about Me.  And you also must testify for you have been with me from the beginning.”  
3. Now, you and I were not with Jesus when He was on earth.  Does that mean we are not His disciples?  Of course not.  We have all His words and deeds on the pages of our Bible.  We have the gospel on the page.  So this commission is also your commission.  “Therefore go and make disciples…”  Preach the Word.  Share the gospel.  Tell others about Jesus.  
a. Your concern is not working out whether hearts are rocky or thorny or pathways or fertile soil.  That is the Holy Spirit’s business, alone.  Your task is to scatter the Word, which He will use to create faith. 
b. And in terms of the disciplining of believers, note that all of the emphasis in these promises is on the Word; the truth, the things that Jesus said.  And all this adds up to the Bible.
1. You see, Jesus Christ pours out His Spirit upon mankind at Pentecost– that’s done.

2. The Holy Spirit teaches the Apostles – that’s done.

3. The Holy Spirit causes the Apostles to write down the word of Christ in Scripture – that’s done.

4. The Holy Spirit leads you to Christ in the Scriptures – that is done.

5. The Holy Spirit leads unbelievers to Christ when you preach the Scriptures – that needs to be done.

6. The Holy Spirit deepens the bond between Jesus and believers – that’s being done.

7. The Holy Spirit glorifies God.

Is the Holy Spirit a consolation prize?  Absolutely not!  Amen. 

