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Intro
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
After about two months of preaching on other topics and texts, we are now back into the
Westminster Confession of Faith.
This afternoon, we will have the first of a two-part sermon on what God’s Word says
about marriage.
Well, here are our sermon’s three points…
o Defining Marriage
o The Purpose of Marriage
o Whom to Marry
Defining Marriage
In Genesis 2, God’s Word gives us a brief yet clear definition of what marriage is.
It says that God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep, whereupon God took one of
Adam’s ribs, then closed again the flesh where He had taken out the rib. Then, God
formed (literally, “built”) that rib into a woman. And then we read the most beautiful
words (Gn2:22), “…and He (God) brought her to the man,” i.e., God put them together!
He gave them to one another!
And, of course, when Adam saw this precious creation of God – and that God had made
her just for him (!) – he exclaimed (in Gn 2:23), “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh
of my flesh; she shall be called Woman (Ishshah),2 because she was taken out of Man
(Ish).”3
And then? What then?
Well, then, in the very next verse (Gn 2:24), God tells us, “For this reason a man shall
leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one
flesh.”4
These are the words which God Himself gave to Moses. They are God’s words!
So, what do we learn from these four verses in Genesis 2?
Well, that, more than once, they make at least two things clear…
o they give us the proper gender for marriage, i.e., male and female, and…
o they give us the proper number for marriage, i.e., one male and one female.
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So, let’s focus on these two parts of the definition of marriage!
Firstly, gender: male and female:
The Genesis 2 passage makes it abundantly clear that, in the close relationship of
marriage in which a man leaves his father & mother – and in which the couple
becomes one flesh – God left no room for a man and a man – or for a woman and a
woman – to be in the close relationship which marriage is!
So, if today, we see a man and man (or a woman and a woman) in such an intimate
relationship, then we must understand that that is a result of the Fall! That is not
how God first created mankind, and certainly not what He intended for marriage.
Now, although God ordained marriage to be between a man and a woman, you & I
have no right to kill gay people or to condemn them to hell. After all, condemning
is not our task. Condemning is what God only does! So, you & I would do best to
pity them and pray for them, yet all the time make it known to them (as 1 Pt 3:15
says),5 in gentleness and in godly fear, that acting out their gay desires and even
calling it a marriage (or civil union) is sin – is missing the mark; is not how God
intended it to be.
God’s definition of marriage is that it is between male and female!
Secondly, let’s also look at the number of those whom God intended for one marriage
relationship…
The four verses in Genesis (2:21-24), make it very clear that marriage is between
one man and one woman.
Yes, Gn 2:24 does not say that a man shall leave his father & mother and be
simultaneously joined to his wives (plural)! Neither does it say, two/three men
shall leave their parents and be simultaneously joined to one and the same wife!
No, it clearly states that “a man (singular) shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife” (singular).
Well, perhaps someone might say, “But, pastor, hang on!” “Genesis 2:24 is not
meant for all human beings!” “Pastor, it was only meant for Adam and Eve, for,
pastor, when God gave the command of verse 24, there still was only one couple –
only one man and one woman.” “So, pastor, that’s why Gn 2:24 talks of only one
man and one woman!”
My brother & sister, how does one reply to such a remark?
Well, in this way: “Nice try, my friend!” “But do you realise that Adam had no
parents?” “Yet, Gn 2:24 says, “…a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife!” “So, can you see, my friend, that the command of Gn 2:24 is
not just meant for Adam & Eve, but for all of their offspring – yes, for all of
mankind?”
See? God meant marriage to be between one man and one woman only!
Sadly, the Bible shows us how even God’s people, sinful as they were, engaged in
polygamy (when one man has more than one wife at the same time)!
According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, other cultures, like the people on the
Plateau of Tibet and the people of the Marquesas Islands6 of the South Pacific, are
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practising even polyandry (when one woman has more than one husband at the
same time)!7
Well, here’s a question: What else is polygamy and polyandry but a sinful desire to loosen
one’s ties with your one and only wife – or with your one and only husband!?
Yes, what else is polygamy and polyandry but a form of adultery?
And do you remember what God’s Word says about adultery?
Proverbs 2:17 says it’s forgetting God’s covenant,8 i.e., forgetting that God instituted
marriage as a binding contract/covenant between one man and one woman!
My brother & sister who are married (also, young people and those who will marry in
future), do you remember how our Lord Jesus referred to Genesis 2 when He preached
about God’s pattern for marriage?
Do you remember how Christ said (Mt 19:4), “…He who created them from the
beginning made them male and female”?
And then” What did Christ say next? Did He say, “So they are no longer three (or four or
five), but one flesh”?
No, this is what He said (in Mt 19:6): “So they are no longer two, but one flesh.”
And do you remember how Christ also said (Mt 19:6), “What therefore God has joined
together, let no man separate”?
Well so far re point 1 “Defining Marriage.”
Here is point 2…
The Purpose of Marriage
Well, a lot can be said about the purpose of marriage, but at its most basic level, marriage
is given to us for four reasons:
o Mutual support
o Reproduction of the human race
o Church growth
o Sexual purity
Here’s the first one: Mutual Support…
Well, what did Adam notice as he was doing the task God had given him – the task of
naming the animals?
Well, he would certainly have noticed that although he was in a close relationship with the
animals, no animal could give him the help and support he needed. For that, a wife was
necessary! They were to work together in this world – mutual support!
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Secondly, it was also together that they were to be fruitful and to multiply the human race.
I mean, Gn 1:28 is clear: “God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth…”9
What can be said about that?
Well, several things…
Firstly, that sometimes (and sadly so) even some Christian couples cannot have children –
and that is not outside God’s will.
But another sad thing is that some couples have decided to not have children. And I’m sad
to say that I have seen how such couples – couples who could have children but for no
good reason deliberately did not want to – have become the most selfish and to be pitied
people!
As one commentator says, “…there needs to be a truly extraordinary reason for them to
refuse to have children.”10
My brother & sister, gauging by Gn 1:28, God wants husbands & wives to have children –
and after mutual support, that’s the second purpose of marriage!
But you know what? There’s a third purpose for marriage…
You see, God does not just want men and women to have children; no, He wants His
people to have godly children!
And that’s why we have read Malachi 2:13-16, for, you see, in this passage, God talks
about divorce – and there’s at least two things He says about divorce in this passage:
o firstly, that He hates divorce;11
o and secondly, that He is seeking a godly offspring!
You ask, “But what does divorce have to do with a godly offspring?”
Well, let’s say it this way: Divorce will make raising a godly offspring extra challenging!
You see, this is what God says in Mal 2:15, “Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh
and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard
yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.” 12
My brother & sister (Young people [for you are next to get married if God wills]), think
about it this way: There are many reasons as to why you & I should guard our marriages
(should stay faithful in marriage; and not divorce). But have you ever grasped that a
reason, high on the list as to why we should never divorce, is because of the need to
produce godly families!?
Well, we have had three purposes for marriage. Here’s now a fourth one: sexual purity!
You see, we live at a time when every kind of sexual sin abounds! And, as far as that is
concerned, the world is in a moral morass!
Thankfully, some have the gift of purity! But most people do not have that gift! It is for
that reason that they should make it their ambition to marry. Yes, it’s for them (the vast
majority of people) that the Apostle Paul says (in 1 Cor 7:2), “…since there is so much
immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband.”13
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And, several verses further down (v.9), Paul says again, “But if they cannot control
themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.” 14
Well, so far re Point 2 “The Purpose of Marriage.”
Here’s point 3…
Whom to Marry
Here’s the reality: Generally speaking, any single adult can get married!
And in 1 Tim 4:3 the Apostle Paul spoke against false teachers who forbid people to
marry! You see, already in the days of the Apostle Paul, some sects argued that, if you
want to live a pure life – a life by which you elevate yourself to live closer to God – then
you have to shun every kind of pleasure, comfort and earthly joy; yes, even marriage!
Well, it is out of such false theology that the whole system of celibacy (singleness) came
about, which we see in many religious groups, also in Roman Catholicism with their
unmarried monks and unmarried nuns – a way of life which is so unnatural and against
how God has designed men and women.
So, it’s wrong to make a rule that forbids people to get married!
And so, people should get married, but they should choose the most committed and most
faithful form of marriage!
And what is that?
Well, it’s what the Bible teaches: one man married for life to one woman – she willingly
submitting to him, and he loving her self-sacrificially as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up for her!15
And so, because Christians have the best word on marriage – the Word of God – they
should be marriage maximalists, and not marriage minimalists, as sadly is the trend in
modern Western society!
Whom should one choose to get married to?
Well, throughout the ages, there has been many a culture that has practised arranged
marriages – where the judgement and consent of those to be married have been ignored.
And we might think that God’s Old-Testament people practised arranged marriages
without consent of the bride or groom. But, look, even Rebecca was given the choice to
marry Isaac. And she bravely decided to do so!16
Also, from our New-Testament passage (1 Cor 7:36-38), it is hard to imagine that Paul is
talking about an arranged marriage when he clearly mentions the young man’s feelings,
thoughts and decision-making about his fiancée and their upcoming marriage.17
In our culture, here in New Zealand (and within the Reformed Churches of New Zealand),
people are allowed to choose for themselves whom they want to marry. But, having said
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that, young people, you will do well to ask your parents’ opinion on the young lady (or
young man) whom you want to marry. After all, your parents love you heaps! And not just
that! They also have way more life’s experience than you! What’s more, because they are
more distanced from the love-is-blind factor, they can weigh things up more objectively.
Well, when it comes to seeking a husband/wife for life, the Bible is very clear: Christians
must make sure that they marry Christians!
Again, in our New-Testament passage (1 Cor 7:39), Paul says that a Christian is free to
marry anyone, as long as he or she belongs to the Lord!18
And because there is such a great difference between the teaching & worship practices of
Roman Catholicism and the Reformed faith, the Westminster Confession’s article 24.3
says that, “…those who profess the true reformed religion should not marry unbelievers,
Roman Catholics, or other idolaters…”19
After all, God’s Word gives repeated warnings that marriage between His children and the
children of idol-worshippers would lead to spiritual prostitution – i.e., that those who
marry unbelievers could exchange God for false gods – and even the children who will be
born out of such a marriage could grow up worshipping false gods!
Deuteronomy 7:3-4 is one such passage: “Do not intermarry with them (pagans). Do not
give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they will
turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the Lord’s anger will
burn against you and will quickly destroy you.”20
Sadly, King Solomon ignored this. So, we read (in 1 Ki 11:4), “As Solomon grew old, his
wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord
his God, as the heart of David his father had been.”21
Then, long after Solomon had died, God also gave other Bible verses that warn against
marrying unbelievers!22 Sadly, many churchgoers have ignored these! And the result was
that their children grew up with little or no Bible teaching. Two generations later, you
cannot tell the difference between their children and unbelievers!
But here’s another warning…
Young people, you should also take heed, for it is sadly true that there are some young
men/women who profess to be Christian – they might even be in the RCNZ – but their
lifestyle leaves great question marks as to whether they really are committed followers of
Christ!
So, be careful from the start!
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The Apostle Paul had in mind two plough oxen – the one big & strong, and the other one
small, weak & lazy! So, what would happen if a farmer were to put these two animals
together under one yoke? Well, life would be hard for the big ox! Besides, the ploughing
job will not get done well!
The same will happen in a marriage between someone who loves Christ, and someone
who does not! It will be extremely difficult – if not impossible – to train children from
such a marriage in the Lord!
That’s why Paul says (in 2 Cor 6:14), “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For
what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light
have with darkness?” 23
Young people, what will be a great help in choosing the right marriage partner?
This: It begins with your own heart! If you have put Christ first in your life, then you will
find guidance in your relationships and engagements; and you’ll have God’s Word, a
model for marriage!
AMEN (2,717 words excluding footnotes)
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