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“Apollos and the 12 Disciples – Part 2”      Text – Acts 18:18b-9:7      OT Reading – Ezekiel 11 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Earlier in the service we recited the Athanasian Creed.  
· It is the longest and most detailed of the three creeds that we hold to as a church, and it is the creed that we recite and refer to far less often than we do the other two.  
· It deals mostly with the doctrine of the Trinity, while the rest of the articles deal with the person and work of the Lord Jesus.     
Well, four times in that Creed words like It is necessary to believe these things in order to be saved are stated.
And you simply cannot read these words without arriving at the conclusion that what it sets down as necessary to be known for salvation is a pretty detailed summary of doctrine.

And almost everyone who reads this and wonders if it expects too much in terms of doctrine will soon recall a passage of the Bible like Acts 16:30 where the Philippian jailer says to Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” and their reply, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”  
And so, pretty soon, the question is Doesn’t this Creed make Christianity far too complicated?
Well, this is not the place for an in depth look at church history, but let’s quickly note that the Creeds and Confessions of the church were generally written to answer false doctrine or heresy.  
At certain times in the history of the church, men began to publicly preach and teach false doctrine.  
And this was exactly the case with the Athanasian Creed.  
· A man named Arius had begun to teach that Jesus was not fully God and that He was not eternal.  
And so, the question that arose was Can you be truly saved if the Jesus you believe in is not the only begotten, eternal Son of God, who is fully God?  Can that Jesus save?  Is that the Jesus of the Bible?
· But that was just Arius.   Others were teaching that there was one God who sometimes appeared as Father and at other times as Son and at other times as Holy Spirit.  
· Others were teaching that the Father alone was almighty and glorious while the Son and the Spirit were kind of lower in rank and power.  
· And others taught that Jesus stopped being God when He became man, or that His human nature wasn’t really like ours, etc.  
· And views like these were causing great controversy and division in the church.  
And so, the church would assemble at a synod meeting, just as they did in Acts 15, and consider these matters.  And as they reflected on the Bible, they would set down those things that the Bible reveals as key and indispensable elements of the gospel that are necessary to be believed in order to be saved.
Very soon, God willing, we will witness Jan Buter make a public profession of faith.  
And all of those who have prepared for profession of faith with me will remember that one of the things we do is to write down our own creed.  And as we do this, we start to see just how important this whole matter of doctrine is.  
Take that statement of Paul to the Philippian jailer, for instance, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”  Sounds simple enough, doesn’t it.  
· But what does it mean to believe?  Trust?  Knowledge?  Conviction?  Assurance?  
· And believe for how long?  
· And who is this Jesus?  A man?  What kind of man?  A God?  Did He become God?  Is He God now having become man?  
· And if you say, “He is the Jesus of the Bible,” how can one know that the Bible tells the truth about Jesus?  
· And how can what Jesus did back then affect me today?  And what am I saved from?  And what am I saved to?  

· And where is He now?  What does He do now?  What is it about Jesus that I need to believe?  
· How am I to relate to Jesus from day to day?  
· And what does Lord mean?  What does it mean about Jesus and what does it mean for me in terms of life and salvation?  
· And can I believe today and not tomorrow?  
· All of these things are part of what it means to believe in the Lord Jesus.

Now, if you are not yet a Christian or are a new Christian, please let me assure you that this does not mean that to become a Christian you need an advanced degree in systematic theology or that you first need to be able to know and understand the Belgic Confession of Faith from memory.  
But you see, as you continue as a Christian, you will encounter different opinions about the Lord Jesus Christ.  And so, as we grow in the Christian life, our understanding of the person and work ought to grow as well as we read the Bible and other Christian material and as we interact with other believers.
Well, let’s see how these things are set before us in this passage today.  

1. Those of you here last Sunday will recall that we explored something of a sidetrack in these verses.  We were introduced to Apollos and we noted that with him and the 12 disciples of chapter 19, a key question is whether they become Christians in these verses or whether they already are Christians who simply grow in their understanding of and experience of Christianity.  But having established that as a key question in these verses, we paused to consider the interaction between Apollos and Priscilla and Aquila.  
a. And we did so noting the wonderful way that P&A spoke went about instructing Apollos about his incomplete theology and the wonderful way that Apollos received their critique.
Well, today we return to the key question in these verses – are these accounts of conversion or growth?  So, let’s consider the evidence.  Apollos, we are told, was a Jew who “was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  He had been instructed in the way of the Lord … and he taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.”
2. Well, the first thing we need to remember is that we are dealing here with a unique time in salvation history.  These are NT times but there is not yet a NT.  
a. Salvation, both in OT times and NT times, is by faith in Jesus.  
i. In the OT, it was by believing in Jesus as the one who would one day come and fulfil all that the OT symbols and sacrifices pointed forward to (even though they could not know that His name would be Jesus!); in the NT, it is by believing in Jesus as the one who has come to earth and has died on the cross and has risen again.  
ii. So, if you think of Simeon, for example, who took Jesus into his arms and praised the Lord when Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the Temple to present Him to the Lord, we may be certain that Simeon was a true believer, even though Jesus had still to die and rise again, and even though Pentecost and the outpouring of the Spirit was still a long way off.  
iii. And think too of Jesus’ disciples.  If I was to ask you if they believed in Jesus before He died on the cross, would you say ‘Yes’?  Of course you would.  
A. At one time, Peter even said to Jesus, “You are the Christ; the Son of the Living God.”  
B. And this belief; this profession of faith was only possible by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
iv. But Pentecost and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was still some time away.  
v. So, with both Apollos and the 12 disciples, we need to remember that we are dealing here with a unique time in salvation history.  We shouldn’t be looking here for the normal pattern of salvation because this was an unusual time.
3. Secondly though, if you look at v25, it says there that Apollos “spoke with great fervour.”  Well, pretty much every other English translation of v25 follows the literal Greek which says, “and being fervent in spirit (or even fervent in the Spirit) he spoke and taught…”  
a. And if we look at other places in Acts and the NT where this phrase is used, like Acts 6:10 and Romans 12:11 and 1 Cor. 14:2, there seems little doubt THE Holy Spirit is in view here.  Apollos had the insight and understanding that only the Holy Spirit can give.    
4. And thirdly, even though it is an argument from silence, if Apollos becomes a believer here, we would expect to read that he was baptized, but we don’t.  And this is especially so given that Luke points to him only knowing the baptism of John.
5. And finally, according to the text, his failing was that “he knew only the baptism of John.”  
6. What all of this adds up to then is a Jew who looked forward to the coming of Messiah, who had heard about the baptism of John – a baptism of repentance for the Jews, who had heard that Jesus was the Promised Messiah and who believed in Him for the forgiveness of his sins.  Thus, Apollos was a man who had saving faith.  
a. But even as he was baptizing, John the Baptist had said of Jesus, “I baptize with water but … He will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”  
i. And Apollos did not know that the baptism of John had been fully realized in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  
ii. He did not know of the gifts that accompanied the outpouring of the Spirit at this time.  
iii. He did not know that now Christ, by His Holy Spirit, was extending His church out into the nations.  Apollos knew only of a salvation for Israel.  
7. You can probably see then how this all came out in his preaching.  It would have been true but it would have been very Jewish and very much about holy living.  
a. What it was lacking, however, was the whole dimension of the Spirit-filled life that Galatians 5 talks about.  
b. And because of this, missing also would be that sense of a vital intimacy and living communion with the Lord Jesus Christ that lie at the heart of Ephesians and Philippians and Colossians.  
c. And then that would be missing as the basis for a holy life of gratitude and devotion that we see in all the Epistles.  
d. And also missing would be that ‘to the ends of the earth’ mission horizon!\

8. And so, he is instructed in these things by P&A and everything changes!  

a. Boys and girls, do you recall those times that you have made a discovery about math or science that has just transformed your understanding and excitement about some aspect of study?  
i. You might be struggling with some formula or experiment and you get its broad outlines but it’s a bit vague and hazy, but then someone sits you down and walks you through it and it is like a light switches on – ahhhh!  Wow!  Now I see!  Now the little parts add up to something incredible!  
ii. And you go out with a whole new level of understanding and enthusiasm.  
b. Well, I think that gives us a bit of an idea about what happened to Apollos here.  
i. He got it and he believed it but now the Spirit of God has connected all the dots and filled in the gaps in his understanding, and more importantly than everything else, has helped him to know and experience Jesus Christ in a way he never has before – Jesus has become to him so much more precious and central and glorious and powerful and gracious and gentle and majestic and close and necessary.  
A. And so, you can imagine how his next sermon would have sounded in comparison to the one of last week!  
Well, that brings us to ch. 19 and the 12 disciples.

1. Now, many commentators understand these 12 disciples to be disciples of John the Baptist because they associate themselves with John’s baptism.  And the word disciple simply means ‘a follower of.’  

a. However, the word ‘disciples’ is used many times in the Book of Acts and always in reference to followers of Jesus Christ.  
b. And indeed, Paul’s question to them is “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed.”  He either knows or assumes that they believe.  
i. And with Paul, this is always in view of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
c. So these 12 are disciples of Jesus Christ.  They believe in Jesus Christ.  
i. But like Apollos, they know only John’s baptism.   
ii. And yet, they are different from Apollos in that in answer to Paul’s question about the Holy Spirit, they reply, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
2. And as we hear this, we start to question their belief, and rightly so.  If they do not even know that there is a Holy Spirit, can they really be believers?  
a. You see, even the OT teaches about the Holy Spirit.  
b. Even John the Baptist said that his task was to point to one who would come after who would take away the sins of the world and baptize with the Holy Spirit.  
c. It seems then that these disciples know about Jesus Christ but they do not know Jesus Christ.  And the difference between those two things is the difference between heaven and hell.  
d. And so, it is Jesus that Paul points these disciples toward in v4.  And we read that they were then baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus, and then “the Holy Spirit came on them.”  
e. Apollos was a Christian who had gaps in his understanding, but these disciples become true disciples – they come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
3. And so, as we have often seen in Acts, they respond by speaking in tongues and prophesying.

Well, three brief observations as we close then.
1. Firstly, as we noted earlier, what we witness in these verses takes place at a unique time in salvation history.  
a. You see, many Christians think that because of what we see here there are two stages in the Christian life – Every Christian comes to faith in Christ and some later on are baptized in the Holy Spirit and enjoy these special gifts.  But that is not what these verses are all about as we have seen.  
i. These special gifts were for that time when God’s people did not have the complete revelation of God in the Old and New Testaments.  But once the complete Bible was available to the church, there was no longer a need for those gifts.  
A. The ways that God used to communicate His revelation to His people were over because His people now had His full revelation on the pages of Scripture.

ii. And in terms of how salvation works, the Bible is clear: You cannot believe apart from the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit.  
A. He enters the heart of an unbeliever and makes alive what was dead.  
B. He switches on the light bulb of faith so that when Jesus Christ is heard He is believed in. 
C. He unites the believer with Jesus Christ, and will not leave the believer, because God’s Word says, “Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”
1) And all of this is what is meant by the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
2. So secondly then, to each of you comes this question: Are you like these 12 disciples perhaps?  And this is a very serious question.  
a. In Matthew 7, Jesus says, “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out many demons and perform many miracles?’  But Jesus will tell them plainly, “I never knew you.  Away from me you evildoers.”  
i. These many were disciples – they knew about Jesus.  But they did not know Jesus.  
ii. Do you know Jesus?  
A. You might be able to tell us what the difference is between the propitiatory work of Jesus and the expiatory work of Jesus, but do you know that what He did on the cross, He did for you?  
B. Does your love for Him cause you to keep His commandments?  
C. Can you see, increasingly, within you, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”?  
iii. And if you are struggling to answer these questions with a resounding ‘Yes!’ go to the foot of the cross, get down on your knees and pray, “Lord Jesus, I believe, help me in my unbelief.  Give me the assurance that I belong to you.  Pour out your Spirit upon me.”  
3. And finally, to you who know Jesus, are you seeking to grow in your understanding of who Christ is and what He has accomplished for you in the gospel?  
a. Paul’s prayer for believers in Ephesians 3:18 goes like this, “I pray that you … may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  
i. Believers need to grow in Jesus Christ.  
ii. And as they grow, they become more full of Jesus Christ and more useful to Jesus Christ.  
A. And this growth comes through participation in public worship services (and note I didn’t say through attending public worship but through participation in public worship – active worship).  
B. But growth in Jesus comes also by personal Bible study and prayer and reading other Christian books, and in studying the Bible with others, as Apollos did here in Acts 18.  
1) After all, Paul’s prayer says that we grow in the love of Christ “together with all the saints.”  
C. You see, every person grows.  We are always increasing our knowledge and our interest in something.  The question is, in what or in whom?  
1) Are you far more passionate about and absorbed by some hobby or some entertainment than you are about Jesus Christ?  
2) Where are you investing your time? 
a) Because if it is 2 minutes of Bible reading and 4 hours of computer games or gardening, you will be growing, but not in Christ.
Well, what we have seen today is the joy that comes from growing in Christ and the joy that comes from coming to Christ.

And in order that we might know these same joys, we end with the final words of Paul’s Ephesians’ prayer: “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.”

