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“Church by the Holy Spirit”      Text – Acts 2:37-47       Readings – Micah 4:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
In the first part of Luke 15, we read the Parable of the Lost Sheep.  
And I am sure it is a parable you boys and girls remember.  It tells the story of a shepherd who realizes that 1 of his 100 sheep is missing.  And even though the 99 sheep are in open country, the shepherd leaves them to go and find that one lost sheep.  
And he finds that sheep, brings it home with great joy, and tells his friends and neighbours the good news.  
And Jesus ends the parable with these words: “I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”
Can you imagine, then, what joy there was in heaven on the Day of Pentecost!  For on that day, 3000 sinners repented!  3000!  
Well, as we continue to work through the Book of Acts together, we have a beautiful passage of Scripture before us today.  

It sets before us a magnificent description of conversion in vv37-41 
and then a delightful description of life in the church in vv42-47.
And yet, while both are wonderful descriptions, it would not be sufficient for us to read them and just sigh in admiration at those ‘good ole days!’  On the contrary, from these descriptions flow prescriptions – things we must learn from and do as the church of Jesus Christ today.

So, let’s look firstly at the description of conversion in vv37-41.  

Now, just two weeks ago we looked in some detail at vv37-39 in connection with the topic of baptism.  
So today we are just going to consider one overall point about this section.  
Peter has preached his Pentecost Day sermon, as we saw last week.  
He told his Jewish audience that the one they knew as Jesus of Nazareth, had died, risen from the dead, ascended into heaven, and poured out the Holy Spirit on the disciples.  And this makes Him not just Jesus of Nazareth, but “Lord and Christ,” as Peter says at the end of v36.  
And, he says to his audience, you crucified Him.  
Well, the people respond by saying, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  
And Peter told them they must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  
And they do this, and we are told that “three thousand were added to their number that day”!
1. Now, this description of conversion provides us with an excellent opportunity to ask and answer a question.  And the question is: Is salvation the work of God alone or is it the work of man and God, together?  Does God save these 3000, or do they work together with God to secure their salvation?  
a. And there are technical terms for these two views - monergism and synergism.  
i. Monergism means ‘alone work’ and synergism means ‘together work.’  
ii. Monergism means God saves man and synergism means God and man do it together.  
(1) So, which is it – Monergism or synergism?
b. And this is an important question because God does not change.  Either God does the work salvation alone or He accomplishes salvation together with man.  
i. Well, to answer the question from this passage, note v39.  
(1) There we read that the promise of the Holy Spirit, the promise of salvation is “for all whom the Lord our God will call.”  
(A) v41 suggests to us that more than three thousand heard Peter’s message that day, but only the three thousand accepted the message.  Why?  Because only these three thousand were called by the Lord.  

(i) And this should remind us of Ephesians 1:4-5, which is a key text in relation to this subject.  It says of believers, “[God] chose us in [Jesus Christ] before the creation of the world, to be holy and blameless in His sight.  In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ.”  
1. The salvation of every believer is something decided and decreed and accomplished by God in Christ even before the creation of the world!  
2. But then it comes about in history.  
a. We are born and there comes a moment in the life of every one so called, when he or she puts His faith in Jesus Christ.  
3. And just in case we make the mistake of thinking that God does the calling bit and we do the response of faith bit, Ephesians 2:8 is clear that the response of faith is also a gift of and the work of God: “God made us alive in Jesus Christ even when we were dead in our transgressions … it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  
ii. And so, in relation to these 3000, what saved them was the work of God; not a decision they made, not their desire to be saved, not their desire to repent and be baptized.  
(1) It could not be anything of them because they were dead in their transgressions.  

iii. But we can see this also if we consider it from another angle.  A number of times during the sermon series on the life of Elijah, we noted the words of Isaiah 55:11 where God says that His Word goes out of His mouth and does not return to Him empty but always accomplishes what He desires and achieves the purpose for which He sent it.  

(1) On the Day of Pentecost, then, God’s desire and God’s purpose was the salvation of these 3000 souls.  

(A) So to accomplish that, the Holy Spirit does two things pretty much at the same time.  

(i) First, like a kind-of divine gardener, He prepares the soil in the hearts of three thousand listening to Peter.  

1. Before this day it was dead ground.  

2. But now, He has dug it over, He has fertilized it, He has watered it, and He has gotten it perfectly ready to receive the seed of the gospel.  

(ii) And secondly, he takes the seed of the gospel that Peter preaches, and He carries it through the air, into the ear canals of these three thousand, and into the waiting gardens of their hearts and minds, where He plants it deeply and causes it to sprout and grow within them the desire to repent and to believe.

1. And so, God’s Word achieves the purpose for which He sent it!

iv. Salvation then is God’s work, alone – monergism.  
c. Do you find these words incredibly comforting people of God?  They ought to be.  
i. You see, if salvation depended on you or me, even for ½ of a percent, we would be lost.  
(1) For a start, before conversion we are dead in transgressions.  And the dead, as we all know, cannot do anything to help themselves.  
(2) And after conversion, our love for Christ is so often half-hearted at best.  
(3) Our devotion to Him fluctuates like the seasons.  
(4) Our will is so fickle and changeable.  
(5) We can make the boldest declaration about serving Jesus and in just a few minutes be savouring the foulest of sins in our minds if not committing them with our bodies.  True?  
ii. Praise God then that our salvation does not depend on us at all.  
(1) It is Jesus who is the author and perfector of our faith.  
(2) It is Jesus who said, “I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.”  
(3) Praise God that “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Amen?
d. And yet, even though salvation is monergism, God’s work from beginning to end, what does Peter say in response to the question of the crowd about what should they do?  
i. Does He say, “Well, there is nothing you can do!  It’s all God’s work, you see.  So, you better hope He gets busy within you.”  No, he says, “Repent and be baptized.”  And in the next chapter he will say, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”  
(1) So, whether you be young or old, this is the call of the gospel to you today: 
(A) Repent of your sins.  Confess your sins before God in prayer.  
(B) Tell Him you are sorry for the sins you have committed.  
(C) Believe that Jesus came to die on the cross to pay the penalty for all your sins.  And turn away from sin towards righteousness.  Do this and you shall be saved.  
(D) And don’t put this off till tomorrow, because it may then be too late.  
(E) Do it now.  Do it today.  For none of us knows when death may come and remove the opportunity to repent.  
(F) May God add your soul to the 3000 added to the church that day!
Well, from the description of conversion we turn, next, to the delightful description of life in the church of Jesus Christ in vv42-47.
1. Congregation, we are a group of around about 150 persons.  Not much bigger than the group of Christians at the beginning of Pentecost Day.  
a. And within us as a group there are the elderly and the unwell, there are those struggling with depression, marriage troubles, parenting problems, and there are those who have financial difficulties, etc etc.  
b. Well, the Pentecost Day congregation of 120 swelled to about 3120 in one day!  
i. And while our first reaction to this revival is always one of joy and amazement, just imagine the logistics of what this church growth would have required.  
(1) Records need to be kept, new Christians need to be discipled, premises for worship need to be organized, Sunday school teachers, catechism teachers, preachers, money matters, care for the needy, assistance for those in situations of crisis and distress, etc etc.  
(2) As one commentator describes it – “New babies mean great responsibility and a lot of work.  These newly born again believers were 3000 bundles of joy and 3000 accidents waiting to happen.” 
2. Now, while there is a very human angle to all of this, vv37, 38, and 43 help us to see that what made this church growth possible was not the people skills of the apostles or a church growth plan sourced from a California mega-church.  
a. First, from v37, the church is made up of those who are ‘cut to the heart’; those who know themselves to be saved sinners.  
b. Secondly, from v38, each person in this group has received “the gift of the Holy Spirit”; They have been set free from slavery to the law to love their neighbour as themselves.  
c. And thirdly, from v43, because of the astonishing events going on at this time, they are filled with a sense of awe.  
i. This is a remarkable time where God is nursing His infant church in the most astonishing ways.  
3. Now, there are aspects of this time that were specific to that time, such as the signs and wonders.  But there is still much for us to learn from the things that are emphasized in the life of this community of humble sinners who are filled with the Spirit and who live in awe before God’s saving majesty.  And there are four things emphasized: Teaching, fellowship, worship, and evangelism.
a. But before we briefly look at each of those, the Greek word translated as ‘devoted’ signifies a steadfast and single-minded devotion to a certain course of action.  
i. The other day I saw a news report about a game of basketball involving the NZ Breakers.  And they quickly passed the ball from player to player and eventually CJ Bruton got the ball just outside the shooting circle, a few times in quick succession, and he just shot it into the basket for a three-pointer, as easy as you like.   Now, I couldn’t do that.  Some of my attempts wouldn’t even make it any where near the basket and some would bounce of the rim, and perhaps one in 20 might go in.  And the difference between CJ Bruton and me is that he is devoted to basketball.  He practises and plays every day.  He lives and breathes basketball.  He is passionate about basketball.  
ii. Well, life in the church of Jesus Christ was the daily passion of these believers.  They didn’t play at church.  They didn’t do the minimum of church stuff so they could have maximum time for the things they really enjoyed.  They lived and breathed church.
b. And this steadfast and single-minded devotion was given, firstly, to teaching.  
i. For their whole lives they had worshipped one God, but now there was Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  How was this to be reconciled?  They needed to learn this.

ii. How could Jesus, the man they had seen and heard, be the Messiah; the Son of God?

iii. And then there were all of the ethical and practical issues that had to be explained – do we need to keep the OT sacrificial laws today, what about the Gentiles, how do we organize as a church in this new era of grace, what is the role of the law in the day of the Spirit?  
(1) And all of this, at least initially, had to be taught by the twelve apostles. 
(2) And it would have been done by teaching about the person and work and words of Jesus, the events of His death and resurrection and ascension, how the OT Scriptures revealed Him, and what He required of His people today.  

(3) It would have been done in reliance on the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

(A) And their words of instruction were devoured by these believers.

iv. Well, eventually, the words spoken by the apostles were replaced by the words written by the apostles – the NT.  
(1) And we, as those living in 2011, can find everything we need to know for faith and life here in the Bible, both as we hear it taught and as we read it ourselves.  
v. So we too need to note the priority given here to teaching.  It is teaching that is the backbone of Christian living.  
(1) To Timothy, a minister of the gospel, Paul did not say, Visit your people and counsel them and organize picnics for them.  
(A) As important as these things might be, as a matter of priority, Paul said, “Command and teach … devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching … The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”  
(2) And to God’s people, Peter said, “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.”  
(3) You see, congregation, we live in an increasingly non-reading, non-teaching culture.  
(A) We want to be entertained with a screen of one sort or another.  
(B) We don’t want deep or technical, just short and funny.  
(C) We would far rather just be together than have to spend time in study.
(4) The fact remains though that if your Bible is falling apart, you won’t be.  
(5) If your Bible is full of notes and highlighting, you are ready for debates and suffering.  
(6) So, I could now list all of the opportunities that exist in just our church for teaching and ask if you are attending each one.  But let’s instead consider just this question: Are you and I devoted to the teaching of the apostles?
c. Well, the next thing that these new believers were devoted to was fellowship.  
i. And what is in view here is not coffee and a biscuit after church or you invite me to your place tomorrow and I’ll invite you to my place next week.  It is so much more than that.  
(1) You see, this is the first time in the Bible that the Greek word translated as ‘fellowship’ appears.  It is clearly a word linked to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  It is a fellowship born of the Holy Spirit.  
(2) In 1 Corinthians 1:9 we are “called into the fellowship (same word) of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.”  
(A) The word means ‘sharing in common with.’  
(i) Thus, to be a Christian means to share a common identity and relationship with Jesus Christ.  
(3) And so, because we have this fellowship with Jesus, based on the forgiveness of our sins, the Spirit prompts us to share whatever we have with those who also have this fellowship in Jesus.  
(A) This fellowship is a total fellowship that costs us something, as we see in vv44-45.  
(B) It is a fellowship characterized by giving, and not just of resources.  We invest ourselves in the life of the church, even when it hurts or is inconvenient.  
(i) Listen to how one commentator describes this: “So many people never know the joy of Christian fellowship because they have never learned to give themselves away.  They visit a church or Bible study with an eye only for their needs (hardly aware of others) and go away saying, ‘There is no fellowship there.’  The truth is, we will have fellowship only when we make it a practice to reach out to others and give something of ourselves.”  
1. Does this describe your commitment to your fellow believers?  
2. Are you devoted to this sort of fellowship?
d. Well thirdly, these believers were devoted to worship.  
i. Now, commentators and theologians argue about whether the phrase “breaking of bread” means a kind of shared meal or the Lord’s Supper?  And it’s hard to be precisely certain.  
ii. What is sure is that they celebrated the Lord’s Supper together, they prayed often, they praised God together, and they met, daily, in the temple courts.  
iii. And if we put all of this together, we simply see a community devoted to worship.  
(1) Later in Hebrews 10, the author there deals with those deliberately choosing to be absent when the church gathers for worship.  And he says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing.”  
(A) Now, we can’t always be at everything.  It’s just not humanly possible.  
(B) But if we are devoted to teaching, and if we enjoy fellowship in Christ, and if we desire to keep in step with the Spirit, when the church gathers for worship, be it a Sunday service or a prayer meeting or a shared lunch, we will be there.  
(C) And we will be there because “where two or three come together in my name,” says Jesus, “there am I among them.”  Where else would we rather be?
4. And lastly, these believers were devoted to evangelism, for v47 says, “And the Lord added to their numbers daily those who were being saved.”  
a. Quite simply, a community of believers who are devoted to teaching, devoted to fellowship, and devoted to worship is an attractive community.  
i. It is a place where people will find the truth in a world that says there is no truth.  
ii. It is a place where people will find relationship in a world where there is so much brokenness.  
iii. It is a place where people will find help in a world where there is much helplessness.  
iv. It is a place where people created to worship will find true worship instead of self-worship or false religion or pleasure worship.  
v. It is a place where those who know themselves to have been saved by grace will want to tell others that they too can be saved if they repent and turn to Jesus. 
vi. And just notice the chief comfort in the work of evangelism that brings us right back to what we said earlier about salvation being monergism – God’s work alone.  The Lord added – It’s His work! 
Well, in all that we have seen, it is devotion to teaching, fellowship, worship, and evangelism that God calls us to today.  
It has at its centre the person and work of Jesus Christ.  And its power is the Holy Spirit living in our hearts, and guiding us through His Word.  May God give us all this devotion for the glory of His name.  Amen?
