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“A Preview of Heaven”      Text – Acts 3:1-10       OT Reading – Isaiah 35 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Steadman Rd is a road I have to drive down every time I head to church.  It’s kind of a shortcut between Yaldhurst Rd and Carmen Rd.  
And for some time now it has been a case of spot the new pot-hole.  No sooner do the council patch one up than a new one appears next to it or a bit further down the road.  
Well these pot-holes, when you think about it, are a consequence of sin.  
Because of the Fall, way back in the Garden of Eden, sin came into the world and infected every part of creation.  And so, as a consequence of sin, when cars drive on roads, eventually, the road surface breaks down and a pothole forms.  And of course, because of the earthquakes, another consequence of sin, there are more cars driving on that road, thus, more potholes.  
Now, science actually recognizes this in the second law of thermodynamics.  For this law states, in simple, layman’s terms, that everything physical eventually breaks down – rust happens!
And a hymn-writer expressed the creation-wide consequences of sin in this way, “Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; Change and decay in all around I see.  O Thou who changest not, abide with me.”  
But while some consequences of sin, like potholes, are often nothing more than an inconvenience to us, other consequences of sin are far harder to deal with.  
We ourselves or those we love can struggle with crime or the consequences of our own sin or financial hardship or illness or injury or strife in relationships.
And then, of course, for everyone, there is the inevitable, the worst, and the final consequence of sin, death.  
Well, the consequences of sin in creation are very much what the passage before us today is all about.  It is a story about a man born with a terrible disability.  Since birth, he has been lame because of deformed feet and ankles.
But in his miraculous healing, a message to the whole of creation is proclaimed.  
It is a glorious message of salvation and restoration, as we shall see.  
1. But before we turn to the story before us, let’s just recall something about the structure of the Book of Acts that will help us to better appreciate what happens in these verses.
a. You may remember that we talked about the parallels between Luke and Acts in a previous sermon.  
i. Luke’s Gospel starts with John the Baptist’s prophecy about one who would come and baptize with fire and the Holy Spirit.  Acts begins with the same prophecy.  
ii. In Luke, Jesus is next baptized with the Holy Spirit.  In Acts, the apostles are next baptized with the Holy Spirit.  
iii. In Luke, Jesus next preaches a sermon that ‘explains His program.’  In Acts, we have just heard Peter preach the sermon that ‘explains his program.’  
iv. And then in Luke, the very next thing Jesus does is begin to heal.  And in Acts, as we see today, the very next thing the apostles do is begin to heal.  
v. And indeed, one of Jesus’ first healings is recorded in Luke 5 and is that of the man who could not walk himself and was lowered into the room in front of Jesus by his friends.  Do you boys and girls remember that story?  
vi. Well, here, the apostles too heal a man unable to walk.  
vii. And later, in Acts 14, as Paul begins his ministry to the Gentiles, just listen to Luke describe what happens: “In Lystra, there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked … Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, ‘Stand up on your feet!’  At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.”
b. And in this paralleling of Jesus’ ministry and the Apostles’ ministry, we see one of Luke’s key structural principles at work.  
i. In 1:8, Jesus had said to His disciples, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  And that word ‘witness’ is a key word for Luke.  It speaks not only about what they say, but also about how they say it, what they do, and when they do it.
(1) In Deuteronomy 19:15, the Israelites were told that the truth was to be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.  
(A) So, as the ministry of the apostles parallels that of Jesus, we are being presented with a kind of witness.  
(i) As Luke has interviewed his sources about what happened in these days, he has noted these astonishing and important parallels; he has made these connections; he has observed the repeating patterns.  And Acts is full of them.
(ii) And for him they are powerful evidences of God at work.  These are things beyond the ability of men to arrange or accomplish by themselves.  
(iii) And these are things he knew that Theophilus, to whom he wrote his books, would also recognize and find compelling and convincing in terms of the truth of what he had been taught.  
ii. But Theophilus would not have done so if all he read was three verses a day, here one day and in another book another day.  To see these sort of connections, he needed to be reading larger portions and being alert for repeated words or events.  
(1) Now, there is nothing wrong with reading small passages of the Bible.  We can be blessed by just a few words.  
(2) But we will need to make time, also, to read larger portions and to look for these sorts of biblical links and parallels and connections that testify to the truth that what we are reading is like no other book ever written!
c. Well, this ‘witness’ theme continues with the very first words of 3:1 which speak of            Peter and John.  
i. And this ‘double witness,’ also, will be a common part of the Book of Acts: Peter and John, Barnabas and Saul, Paul and Barnabas, Judas and Silas, Paul and Silas, and Silas and Timothy.  
(1) Luke has spoken to or read accounts from both of them or people who saw or heard both of them.  And so, again, by the mouth of two or three witnesses the truth is established.
2. Well, of Peter and John, we are told that they went “up to the temple at the time of prayer – at three in the afternoon.”  
a. From 2:46, we see that the Christians had not abandoned the temple as a place of gathering and worship but were gathering there every day.  
i. Now, it is possible that Luke’s mention of the time of prayer is nothing more than a time indicator.  
(1) Perhaps the apostles were going there not to participate in any of the temple worship but because it was a suitable place for the large numbers of believers to meet, or because there was a captive audience of people that they could preach to.  
ii. But we must remember that despite being NT believers they still saw themselves very much as Jews.  They saw themselves as those who truly understood what the OT taught and prophesied concerning Christ.  
(1) And so, because we will continue to read about ongoing tensions amongst the believers about how the Law of Moses fits in with life in Jesus Christ, it seems more probable that they were at the temple for the prayer services.  
(A) After all, prayer was not a part of the ceremonial law that ceased with Christ but an abiding part of devotion to God that didn’t cease with the coming of Jesus.  
(i) And even those passages of the OT that looked forward to Christ, like the Psalms, could be prayed understanding how He had fulfilled them.  
(2) From Jewish writings, then, we understand that three prayer services were held at the Temple each day – morning, afternoon, and sunset.  
(A) Set prayers were recited at these services, made up, largely, of OT passages like the Shema of Deut 6:4 and the Ten Commandments and numerous Psalms.  
(i) David talked about praying three times a day, and this was also the practice of Daniel.  So it may have been a very old practice.  
(B) So gathering for these prayer services appears to be something that these early NT Christians continued with.  
(i) In fact, there is a very old Greek document known as The Didache, which was written sometime around the end of the 1st century A.D., the same time as the NT books were being written.  And this book calls on Christians to recite the Lord’s Prayer three times a day, and to hold morning and evening worship at home.  
1. And indeed, it is things like this that are part of the reason why we have two services on a Sunday, one at the beginning of the day and one at the end of the day, and prayer meetings, and why we encourage and practice family worship at meal times.  
a. These are all good, sanctifying habits and practices that aid godly devotion to Christ.
3. Well, as Peter and John approach the temple, they encounter a crippled man.  
a. Now, Luke, the writer of this Book, was a doctor.  And so, we expect an accurate description of his condition, which is exactly what we get.  
i. We learn that he was crippled from birth.  
ii. We learn that Peter gripped him with his right hand and helped him up.  
iii. We learn that his feet and ankles became strong.  
iv. And later, in 4:22, we learn that this man was over 40 years old.  
4. Now, we don’t know where this so-called ‘Beautiful Gate’ was.  
a. In Greek, there are two words used to describe the temple, ieron refers to the outer temple complex, and naos refers to the inner court.  And in v8 it is ieron that is used.  
i. But the mention of this gate is not given so that we can type it into Google earth and look it up or plot it into our GPS and stand on the same spot on a Holy Land vacation.  
ii. Its mention alerts us to the fact that this man has never been allowed to participate in temple worship.  He has always and only been allowed to stay outside.  
(1) In relation to priests, Leviticus 21:17 says, “No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; no man with a crippled foot or hand, etc.”  
(A) Just as the sacrificial animal was not allowed to be a disfigured or diseased animal, so those priests who suffered such serious disfigurements or disabilities as those mentioned could not participate in the temple services.  
(B) They could not come inside the temple.  
(2) And at some point this restriction had been further applied to all those who suffered these ailments.  
(3) Now, in our day and age, that sounds like a clear case of discrimination against the disabled.  
(A) However, as one commentator puts it, “The body of the priest was to give expression to the fullness of life, for he served the Living God.”  
(B) Those who had obvious physical and visible symptoms of the consequences of sin in creation could not come into God’s presence.  
(i) This was to be a very visible testimony to the brokenness of sin.  
(C) And so, each day, as worshippers walked past those so afflicted, they were reminded that God did not create man disfigured and disabled.  
(i) Something was clearly wrong in creation.  
(ii) Something was needed as a remedy for this brokenness.  
1. And this is exactly what this story here in Acts is about.  For this something has occurred.  Jesus has come!  
(iii) But in OT times, seeing the disfigured and disabled begging at the temple gates should have prompted the Israelites to pray for Messiah’s coming.  
1. After all, as we read earlier, Messiah’s coming would be coupled with the lame and the blind and the deaf being healed.
5. And this link to OT prophecy is why this story is very much linked with what we read in chapter 2.  
a. There, in answer to the crowds request for an explanation about what was going on, Peter had quoted the prophecy of Joel.  In the Last Days, said Joel, men, women, young and old will prophesy, and there will be signs in the heavens.  
i. But Isaiah and others, as I mentioned a moment ago, had also spoken of miraculous healings as further proofs of the time of the Last Days.  
(1) You may remember from our Elijah series that we talked about that time when John the Baptist queried Jesus about whether or not he was the One?  
(A) Do you remember how Jesus answered John’s disciples?  He said, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”  
(2) And so, this too is a Last Days story!  
6. Now, this beggar is clearly not one of the Christian community.  We have just been told at the end of chapter 2 that they were looking after each other’s needs.  But this man must still beg.  
a. And it would seem that his request for money from Peter and John is the general request he makes of the many hundreds that walk past him every day.  
i. In v4-5, Peter has to get his attention.  For years he has likely spent his long and slow days here crying out something like “alms for the poor” over and over again.  
(1) During our time living in the USA, we would come across beggars on the streets of the cities.  And generally they shake a tin with a few coins in it, stare at the ground, and just repeat the same request for some money over and over again.  
7. But Peter stares at him and calls on him to look at them.  And he does so, “expecting,” as it says, “to get something from them.”  
a. Now, down in v16, Peter will explain this man’s healing as a result of his faith in the name of Jesus.  This man responds to Peter’s command in faith; he believes he will be healed in and through the name of Jesus.  
i. Peter, as we know, is filled with the Holy Spirit.  We can be sure that the Spirit has prompted him to speak to this man.  
ii. Later, as we noted earlier, we are told that this man was over 40 years old.  
(1) That means he has lived long enough to have heard Jesus preach and perhaps see some of Jesus’ healing miracles.  Perhaps he has heard Peter in recent days.  
(A) We can’t be certain about these things but it is at least possible.  
8. But before that, Peter says to him, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  
a. At the end of chapter 2, we read that the believers were selling their possessions and goods.  In chapters 4&5 we are told that after the sale, they brought the money and laid it at the feet of the apostles.  
i. So, the possibility for the apostles to be filthy rich by now did exist.  
ii. But clearly, the apostles have not given in to the temptation that so many American televangelists have given in to and lined their own pockets from the generosity of the believers.  
b. But what they are rich in they freely give to this man – the saving power of Jesus.  
i. And so they call on him to put his faith in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  
(1) ‘Jesus’ refers to His birth, His public ministry, His suffering, His death, His resurrection, and His ascension.  
(2) ‘Christ’ refers to His office as God’s anointed prophet, priest, and King, now the Lord of Lords and King of Kings; His claim to be Messiah.
(3) ‘Nazareth’ refers to his place of origin, a place of prophecy, but also to the sign Pilate placed on the cross when He was crucified: “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”  
(A) So the name means more than just the label by which He was called.  It means everything He was and everything He said and did.
(B) And all of this is why it seems likely that this man knew something of Jesus.  
9. Now, in Mark 1:31, Jesus healed Peter’s Mother-in-law.  And He did this by taking her hand and helping her up.  Well, it makes sense then for Peter to follow Jesus’ example.  And “instantly,” we are told, “instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong.”  
a. For the first time in his life, he can stand up, unaided, and look down at feet that are not bent and disfigured, but straight and strong!   
i. And he jumps up, goes with Peter and John into the place he has been forbidden from entering for 40 years, “walking and jumping and praising God.”  
b. And notice one clue here that this healing is an enormously significant healing even above and beyond every other healing of the lame recorded in Scripture.  This man leaps!  Not only can this man walk, he jumps around!  
i. And why is this important?  Because it stands on this side of Pentecost!  
(1) As Isaiah said, “Then will the lame leap like a deer.”  
(2) Well, Jesus has come and ushered in those Last Days.  But He has also now ascended to heaven and poured out His Holy Spirit.  And this is the first miraculous healing performed by the risen and ascended King of glory.  So it is not enough for a lame man to just walk, he must leap as a visible demonstration of this new period of salvation history.  
(A) The Last Days have come!  The Day of Jesus’ power has arrived!
c. Now, I want to say what I say next carefully and guardedly, especially because it is not the main point of this passage.  But we cannot ignore the fact that this man, effectively, walked into a church service “jumping and praising God.”  
i. And you can just imagine what some Christians could and have made of this man’s actions.  
(1) They see this as license to do anything and everything as an act of worship.  So you get so-called holy laughter and liturgical leaping and holy high-fives, and you name it as a possible act of bodily worship and it will exist somewhere in some church.  
(2) But this is not the only passage, and neither is it the clearest passage, that speaks about how to behave in worship.  
(A) Many passages describe and call for reverence in worship.  
ii. But does the need for reverence mean that there can be no visible or audible joy in worship?  Is it wrong for others to see and hear that we know that we too have been healed by the saving power of Jesus Christ?  
(1) Recently, Br. James Williams received a scholarship opportunity to go and study at Harvard University in Boston.  Now, I wasn’t there when he heard the news.  I don’t know how he reacted.  I suspect though that there was at least a smile and maybe a fist pump and a ‘yes!’  There would have been if I’d received it and probably you as well.  
(A) Well, a scholarship to Harvard is nothing compared to the good news we hear each week in church about the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ!  
(B) About the love God has for us in Jesus Christ!  
(C) About the certain promise of heaven that is ours in Jesus Christ!  
(D) But if that can not bring us to even smile in a worship service, or speak a glad ‘Amen!,’ or something similar, will anyone really believe us when we tell them that nothing makes us more joyful than the salvation that is ours in Jesus Christ?  
10. V9 tells us that when the people saw him walking, they knew that something special had occurred in his life.  They recognized him as the lame beggar they had seen at the gate all these years.  Clearly, a miraculous healing had occurred.  But they were filled with wonder and amazement also because he was “praising God.”  
11. Well, by way of conclusion, we return to where we began and the consequences of sin in the whole of creation.  
a. For here, one of the consequences of sin that brings so much misery in life, disability, is undone by the miraculous.  
i. Something has occurred that cannot be explained by the laws of science.  
ii. Something extraordinary has happened that requires the power of something outside creation to work inside creation.  
iii. Something of heaven has become visible on earth.  
(1) What we see here is a small but powerfully significant preview of what will be the norm in heaven, perfection.
b. Isaiah said that in the Last Days the lame would leap.  
i. Well, this man was lame but has now leaped.  
ii. And yet, there were still other consequences of sin that he had to bear in himself and in others, including death.  There is still more to be done before the consequences of sin will be fully and finally done away with in the new heavens and the new earth.  
iii. Romans 8:19-21 tells us that “the creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  
(1) Do you long for this day?  Do you feel the sheer agony of creation’s decay?  
(2) I would like to say that if you don’t, go and talk to Sr. Corrie Vannoort for a little bit.  But sadly, just talking has become too painful for her to bear because of the disease that affects her.  
(3) But most, if not all of us could come up here and talk about the painful reality of the consequences of sin.  
(4) Well, in 1 Corinthians 15:25-28, we read these words about Jesus, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death … When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.”  
(5) And on that day, looking to Jesus, face to face, we will be able to say, “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?  O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? ... Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Amen.
