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“Sermon Evaluation – Part 2”      Text – Acts 3:11-26      Readings – Isaiah 52:1-15 – 1 Peter 1:10-12

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The portion of God’s holy word that we have just read records the second sermon of fifteen in the Book of Acts.  The first is found in chapter 2.  
· And like the first, the occasion for this sermon is a miracle – this time a man who has been lame his whole life has been healed.  
· And like the first, it is preached to a Jewish audience; people familiar with the OT Scriptures.  
· And like the first, it follows the format of explanation and proclamation – Peter explains what has happened and proclaims Jesus Christ.  
· And like the first, Peter moves from formal address to a more intimate address – he begins with ‘Men of Israel’ in v12, but later calls them ‘brothers’ in v17.  
· And finally, like the first, at its heart is a call to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ with the promise of the forgiveness of sins as seen in v19.
But there are also aspects of this sermon that are well worth pausing to consider.  
· For instance, there are significant developments in theology in this sermon.  
· It has a fuller Christology, which means it says more about the person and work of Jesus Christ than the first did.  
· There are more titles given to Jesus, with each revealing something about Him.

· We learn more about His divinity and humanity and what He did on the cross.

· We learn more about His current and future work as the Ascended Lord. 

· But it also has a fuller eschatology: It says more about the Last Days – that period of time between the first and second comings of Jesus.  
· And while we are dishing out these big words, there is also a development of hermeneutics in this sermon.  
· And hermeneutics is about how we interpret the Bible.  All of the rules and principles which we use to interpret the Bible are called hermeneutics.  
· And so, as we hear Peter talk about the OT in relation to Jesus, we learn more about how we are to interpret the Bible. 
Now, just in case your head is already starting to spin with words like christology and eschatology and hermeneutics, rest assured that what you hear today is not going to be a few pages out of a seminary theology course.  Peter’s sermon is a powerful sermon that speaks to the moments of our daily joys and sorrows.  It is a sermon of glorious promise and gospel hope.  It is a sermon for the soul.
So today we are going to look at the two main sections of this passage: And they don’t really follow a neat breakdown of verses.  

Instead, in vv12-26 we see both Peter’s explanation and Peter’s exhortation.

1. But note firstly how Luke sets the scene, as it were, in v11.
a. Last time we were together, we considered the astonishing healing of this man born lame in vv1-10.  
i. And in this first healing miracle of the age of the Holy Spirit, we saw that this healing provides us with a glorious preview of heaven.  
(1) The disability he is born with is a picture of the sin that every human being is born with.

(2) And just as his disability means he was unfit to enter the temple, so the disability of sin means we are unfit to enter God’s presence.  

(3) And just as the power of Jesus Christ removed his lameness and made him able to enter the temple, so the power of Christ can remove the guilt of our sin so that we may enter into God’s heavenly presence.  
b. It is no wonder then, as v8 tells us, that the man went with Peter and John “into the temple courts, walking and jumping and praising God.”  
c. And the people there recognized him as the man born lame and they were amazed that he was now healed.  
d. Now, Luke does not say anything more about the prayer service inside the temple courts that Peter and John and this man participated in.  But as they exit the inner temple court through the court of women and into the outer court of the Gentiles, and approach Solomon’s colonnade, which was the Eastern and outer wall of the whole temple area, a crowd draws near.  
i. Perhaps the beggar is thanking Peter and John for healing him and shouting out to everyone what has happened to him.  
ii. But whatever the case, a curious crowd gathers around them.
e. Now, before we go any further, please turn with me to John 10.  For there we find a passage that is a crucial part of the background of our passage in Acts.  
i. Remember, in Acts, a man born lame has just been healed and a crowd has gathered at Solomon’s Colonnade.  And in chapter 4 the Jewish leaders will investigate the healing.  
ii. And in John, in chapter 9, a man born blind was healed and the Pharisees investigated the healing but refused to believe in Jesus.  
iii. And then in 10:22, we read this, “Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade [the exact same location as in Acts].  The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe.  The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.”  Well, the Jews try and stone Him after He says this.  And Jesus then says to them, in v38, “Even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father."  Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.”  
iv. Well the events recorded by John happened as little as five months prior to what we read about here in Acts.  
(1) Both are about miracles.  Both have Jesus at the centre.  And both take place at Solomon’s colonnade.  
(2) Now, the Bible does not explicitly state that Peter was there when Jesus did all this.  But John knew of it because he wrote that Gospel.  So it at least probable that Peter is well aware of the significance of this location here at Solomon’s Colonnade.
And so, we come to Peter’s explanation.  
And his explanation is divided up into two sub-sections.  On the one hand he wants to direct the praise for this man’s healing to God.  This is clear from vv12 & 16.  But in so doing he must also explain the eternal implications of Jesus’ role in this man’s healing for these Jews.  
1. And firstly, as Peter directs the praise for this man’s healing away from himself and towards God, we might sum up what he says with the opening words of song 226 from our Psalter Hymnal: “Not unto us, O Lord of heaven, but unto Thee be glory given.”  
a. As this crowd look with admiration towards Peter and John, Peter’s desire is that God receive all the glory.  
b. Now, when we looked at the healing of the lame man we noted the numerous parallels that are found with the earlier work of Jesus recorded in Luke and the later work of Paul recorded in Acts.  
i. And even as Jesus performed His miracles, as we read a few moments ago from John 10, He too would give all the glory to His Father in heaven.  
ii. And later in Acts 14, we read the story of Paul and Barnabas who healed a man crippled from birth, just like this man here.  
(1) And perhaps you boys and girls remember what happened after the man was healed.  The crowd thought that Paul and Barnabas were gods who had come to earth.

(2) And the people wanted to offer sacrifices to them!  
(3) But Paul and Barnabas were horrified and they also effectively said, “Not unto us, O Lord of heaven, but unto Thee be glory given.”  
iii. And so, this consistent pattern of God’s servants directing the praise for miracles away from themselves and to God is another of the striking parallels that bear witness to the truth about Jesus Christ in the Bible.  
c. It would have been so easy, you see, for Peter and John to give in to the temptation to steal some of the glory.  After all, God was not using anyone else in the way He was using them.  And Jerusalem was always ready to give honour and even riches to great healers.    
i. And isn’t this a powerful temptation that we too often struggle with?  If God has given us gifts or opportunities to serve, we want a little bit of credit, we crave being recognized, we have a strong urge to tell others about what we have done.  Right?  
ii. Well, having faced the reality of this temptation, just listen to what Peter would later say in his first epistle, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”  
(1) Are you using your gifts for the glory of God?  
(2) Do you ask the Lord to help you be God-centered as you serve?  
(3) Do you pray, “Not unto us, O Lord of heaven, but unto Thee be glory given.”
2. But as Peter directs the attention of the crowd towards God, he also explains the                       eternal implications of what Jesus has done in this man’s life to the crowd in the surrounding verses.  Let’s note how he does this.

a. It is difficult to be 100% certain about how far back this practice goes, but as best as we can tell Jewish synagogue services contained two main Scripture readings.  
i. The first was called the Seder and came from the Torah; the first five books of the OT, and the second was called the Haftarah and came from the Prophets.  
ii. And then there was what we would call a sermon based on another passage of Scripture called the Proem.  
iii. And both the Seder passage and the Haftarah passage were linked to this Proem passage by a word used in each or a doctrine or teaching or prophecy common to each.  
(1) And some of you will have already made the connection between this practice and our worship services that generally make use of an OT reading and a NT reading that are usually connected to the sermon text in some way.  
iv. Well it may be that Peter makes use of this synagogue model in vv13-15.  
(1) His sermon is clearly about the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
(A) He wants the crowd to see that Jesus has healed this man, and that because Jesus has healed this man, Jesus must be who He claimed to be – The Son of God.  
(2) But he sets this before his audience with a reference from the Torah and then a reference from the Prophets.  
(A) In Exodus 3:6, God appeared to Moses in the burning bush, and said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” 
(i) And we see this referred to in v13. 
(B) But then Peter goes on to say in v13, “God glorified His servant Jesus,” and in v15 that “God raised Him from the dead.”  
(i) And these phrases refer to words from the passage we read earlier in Isaiah 52.  
(C) And Peter interprets these words in Jesus because in John 8 Jesus said, “Before Abraham was born, I am.”
(D) And Jesus also spoke of Himself as God’s servant when He said he “came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” in Mark 10:45.

(3) And Peter’s purpose in doing this is to trace a direct line from the healing of this day all the way back through the cross and through prophecy and promise to Abraham.  
(A) He wants his listeners to know that Christianity has its roots in the OT.  
(B) It is not a new faith but what the old faith was always about – Jesus Christ. 
(4) And here is what I meant before by the reference to a developing hermeneutic.  
(A) In terms of interpreting OT prophecy, look at v18: The crucifixion of Jesus “is how God fulfilled what He had foretold through all the prophets, saying that His Christ would suffer.”

(i) Do you remember what Jesus did with the two on the road to Emmaus?  We read, “Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.”

(ii) And then Jesus appeared to the disciples and did the same for them.

(iii) And because Peter now understands the OT in a way he never has before, as fulfilled in Jesus, he is saying to this crowd, If you want to understand what Genesis 3:15, Psalm 22, Daniel 9:26, Zechariah 12:10, Jeremiah 11:19, and Isaiah 53 speak about, look at the cross of Jesus.  And if you want to understand the cross of Jesus, look at Genesis 3:15, Psalm 22, Daniel, Zechariah, Jeremiah, and Isaiah and all the other prophets.
(B) And in terms of understanding OT promise, look at v21: Jesus “must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything as He promised long ago through His holy prophets.”  And then he gives an example of this in v25: “You are heirs of the prophets and the covenant God made with your fathers.  He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all people on earth will be blessed.’”

(i) 68 times in the OT prophets you will find the phrase “in that day.”  
(ii) Three times you find the phrase “in the last days.”  
(iii) Dozens of time you will find the phrase “on that day.”  

(iv) But covenant promises are also made numerous times to individuals and to God’s people just like the one mentioned here to Abraham.  
(v) And all of these looked forward to the day of Messiah’s coming.
1. So Peter is saying, That day is today!

2. And if you want to understand what is happening today, look at the OT promises through the cross of Jesus.  And if you want to understand the promises that God made to His people, look through the cross and at what has happened today.
a. Our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David all pointed forward to Jesus.  
b. The prophecies pointed forward to Jesus.  
c. The promises have been fulfilled and are being fulfilled in Jesus.  
d. The day of Jesus’ death and resurrection is the day spoken of by the prophets.  

e. And the evidence of all this stands before you today because this man has been healed through faith in Jesus, “as you all can see.”
i. To these Jews, Peter is saying, Friends, you have been reading your Bibles all wrong!  You need to read them in Jesus!

b. And having so masterfully made the case for Jesus Christ Peter delivers the gospel punch in vv13-15 – you killed Him!   And his words to these Jews are almost shocking to read.
i. You killed the servant of God.

ii. You handed Him over to be killed.  
iii. You disowned Him before Pilate even though Pilate declared him to be innocent.  
iv. You disowned the one who kept God’s law perfectly in favour of a guilty murderer, Barabbas.  
v. You killed the author of life. 
c. Now, pastoral Peter is very quick to soften the blow, as it were, by noting that what these Jews did they did in ignorance.  
i. Jesus prayed on the cross, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”  
ii. In Acts 13:27, Paul says, “The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus.”  
iii. And in Numbers 15, God distinguishes between those sins committed willfully and sins committed unintentionally or ignorantly.  
(1) These Jews did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah when they crucified Him.  
(2) And so, the possibility of forgiveness remains open even for the sin of killing Jesus. 
d. And again, just as we saw in the first sermon, the biblical teaching that God is sovereign and that man is responsible for His sin is stated again.  
i. Peter says that what they did was part of God’s design to bring about the death of His Son.  Nevertheless, the guilt for their sin is still theirs and they must repent.  
ii. And while these two doctrines may seem incompatible to us, they are part of the glorious mystery of our salvation for which we can only say, “Oh, the depths of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God.”
Well shortly we will end with a brief look at Peter’s exhortation. 
1. But before we do that, what we have seen in Peter’s explanation reminds us that we too need to see that Jesus is the key to interpreting the Bible.  
a. OT – NT, lists of names, rules about leprosy, stories about battles where thousands die, instructions about marriage, we must understand all these in Jesus and respond to them looking to Jesus.  And we need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us do this.
i. Last week, Rev. Hoyt preached to us on how the perfections of Christ trump our weaknesses.  And this is so important to remember because we find many commands in the Bible.  
(1) And unless we see that Jesus alone is the law-keeper, and that Jesus’ sacrifice has paid for all of our sins, and that our thankful obedience is just Jesus working in us by His Holy Spirit, we will walk away from the Bible with a bigger burden on our shoulders than when we came to it.  
ii. And if we are parents, we have a responsibility to help our children see Jesus in the Bible.  
(1) Authors like Catherine Vos and Marianne Radius and others have written children’s story Bibles that avoid the all too common mistake of treating the Bible like a collection of morality tales that just teach us how to behave.  And they do this by explaining how the stories of the Bible reveal Jesus, by tracing the lines of promise and fulfillment in Jesus so helpfully.  
(2) And when we are older, while there is a place for books that deal specifically with marriage or parenting or depression, etc, if we spend time meeting Jesus in His Word, and making use of books like Promise and Deliverance, or The Christ of the Prophets, or The Shadow of Christ in the Law of Moses, or The Atonement, books that unfold how wide and how long and how high and how deep is the love of Christ, our lives and our relationships and our families and our work places and our churches will change.  

Well, let’s conclude then by noting Peter’s exhortation in vv19-21.
In v19, Peter says, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-- even Jesus.  He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything.”

1. Congregation, the OT is the story of sin.  From Adam and Eve’s initial fall into sin, the effects of sin are immediately seen in the whole of creation and begin to have a devastating effect on all mankind.  And life’s lament, for all God’s people, is “How long?”  
a. Jeremiah 12:4, “How long will the land lie parched and the grass in every field be withered?”  
b. Habakkuk 1:2, “How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save?”  
c. Psalm 6:2-3, “Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am faint; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are in agony.  My soul is in anguish. How long, O LORD, how long?”
2. Well, one man has come, has died, has risen from the dead, and has received a glorified body, and lives, eternally, in heaven.  He is Jesus.  
a. God’s design for creation is His elect ones in the sinless perfection of heaven for eternity.  And one man has now entered that reality.  
3. And because that one man now lives there, and because that one man is the Son of God who has bore God’s judgment on sin, the three blessings of vv19-21 may be ours.  
a. First, our sins may be wiped out.  
i. Hymn 439 says, “I will sing of my Redeemer and His wondrous love to me: On the cruel cross he suffered, from the curse to set me free.  Sing, O sing of my Redeemer!  With His blood He purchased me; on the cross He sealed my pardon, paid the debt, and made me free.”
b. Second, “times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”  
i. Every day, all over the world, heaven comes down to earth as those weighed down by the burden of sin confess their sins and are refreshed by the forgiving blood of Jesus Christ.  
c. And third, Jesus will come again and “restore everything.”  
i. While times of refreshing come now and then, a time will come where there will be a permanent perfection!  
(1) We will see again those loved ones whose worn out and illness ravaged bodies we have held in our arms.  
(2) We will live and work with them in the sinless creation of the new heavens and the new earth.  
(3) We will be with Jesus in a place where there is no pain, no tears, no hardship, no sorrow, no illness, and no death.  

4. But these three blessings come only to those who put their faith in the name of Jesus, and who repent and turn to God.  
a. And what is meant here is not cheap forgiveness that allows us to continue to speak and act and think as we like.  Look at v26: “When God raised up His servant, He sent Him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”  
b. To repent means to turn away from sin – to leave sin behind – and to turn, instead, to God.  
i. Does this describe your repentance?  
ii. Is your sin something so ugly and abhorrent to you that you flee from it and into the arms of your Heavenly Father? 
c. In 2 Peter 3:9 we read these words: “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.”  
i. True repentance speeds the coming of Jesus.  
ii. Godly living speeds the coming of Jesus.  
iii. So let us not only say, “Amen.  Come Lord Jesus,” let us also live for Jesus because Jesus lived and died for us.  Amen.

