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“The Gospel of Creation”      Text – Genesis 1       NT Reading – Romans 1

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Last time I shared with you from Wikipedia’s entry for the age of the universe, it was 13.73 billion years old.  Well, that was two years ago, and it is now believed to be 13.79 billions year old; a difference of 60,000,000 years.  
But then there is also the view of folk like Bishop James Ussher who held that the first day of creation was Sunday, 23 October, 4004 B.C..  And according to him, Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden on Monday, 10 November, 4004 B.C., and Noah’s Ark touched down on Mt Ararat on 5 May, 2348 B.C. “on a Wednesday.”  So, even if we set aside the exact weekdays and dates put forward by Ussher, we have a 6000 year old universe, give or take a few years.
Now, that’s quite a contrast in proposed ages of the universe, isn’t it.  On the one hand we have 13.73 billion years old and on the other hand we have 6000 years old.  
And so, the big question is Does it really matter?  Does whether we hold to a 13 billion or a 6000 year old creation really matter?  So long as we believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins; so long as we believe the gospel, is our view of creation really that important?  
Well, for two reasons in particular, our conclusion will be that we cannot agree to disagree on this matter.  And those two reasons are the authority of the Bible and the gospel itself; both of these are at stake in this issue, as we shall see.
So, firstly then, as we consider the gospel of creation, we see that the authority of the Bible is at stake.

1. You see, the figure of 13.73 billion years I quoted earlier is arrived at using “the Lambda-CDM concordance model, the Friedman equation, and NASA's Wilkinson Microwave Anisotropy Probe, or WMAP for short.”  
a. And these are different astronomical measurements.  But we could add to those three all the other scientific pursuits that provide us with ‘evidence’ in support of a universe that is billions of years old; fossils, geological layers, genetic research, archeology, etc.
i. For most of humanity, science has become the authority that explains our origins.
2. Now, I expect that few, if any of us, hold to the theory of naturalistic evolution as the explanation of our origins.  I trust we are all Genesis 1:1 people.  We believe in the God of the Bible and we believe that God created the heavens and the earth as Genesis 1:1 proclaims.  Our problem begins with the rest of Genesis 1.  And our problem is How we are to understand Genesis 1 in the light of the claims of science?  
a. You see, if you were to ask anyone to read Genesis 1, old or young, Christian or non-Christian, and to describe what they read there, they would tell you that God created all things in the space of six, ordinary days.  That is the plain reading of Genesis 1.  
i. “God said, ‘Let there be light … and He separated the light from the darkness … and there was evening and there was morning – the first day.  And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.  So God made the expanse and … called the expanse sky … And there was evening and there was morning – the second day,” and so on it goes with the evening and morning of the third day, the fourth day, the fifth day, and the sixth day, until it was all finished and  God rested on the seventh day.  
A. And as a double proof of the ordinariness of the week of creation that is described here in Genesis 1, the fourth commandment of Exodus 20 says, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.  On it you shall not do any work, … For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but He rested on the seventh day.”  
1) In other words, because God did His creation work in six days and rested on the seventh, so should you.  That is to be your ordinary week.  Six days of work, one day of rest.  It is that plain.  
b. And so, congregation, it is right here that we get to the pointy end of this discussion.  In clear, uncomplicated language; language that is exactly like the language of the rest of Genesis and the other books of the OT where ordinary, literal, historical events are described, like Abraham’s journey to Canaan, Moses and the Exodus, David and Goliath, Daniel in the lions’ den, etc, the opening chapter of Genesis tells us that God created all things in the space of six, ordinary days.  Thus says the Lord.  
i. And for thousands of years, the response of believers to the account of creation in the opening chapter of Genesis has been?  Amen.  It is so.  It is true.    
ii. So, what has changed?  Why are there now questions about the historicity, or historical accuracy of Genesis 1?  Why are there now new theories about how we are to understand Genesis 1?  Why do many who profess faith in Christ now find it impossible to believe that God created all things in the space of six, ordinary days, around 6000 years ago?  
iii. And the answer, people of God, is competing authorities.  
A. From this direction and that direction we are confronted with the evolutionary and billions of years claims of scientists.  
B. And the moment we accept those evolutionary claims as true and authoritative, we have a problem with the plain reading of Genesis 1, don’t we.  
1) And as those committed to the Bible, we cannot throw Genesis 1 out or just pretend it does not exist.  
2) So instead, to accommodate the science of evolution, we must adjust the Genesis record, somehow, to fit in our science; we must reinterpret Genesis 1, and the fourth commandment, and Luke 3’s genealogy of Jesus to Adam, one way or the other, to fit in the billions of years.  
C. It’s kind of like this.  If I was to tell you that I had driven to Oamaru and back in five hours, and you had not been to Oamaru yourself and had no idea where it was, you would accept what I said because it sounds plain and reasonable and you know me to be an honest person who is not given to telling lies.  But then, a few days later, someone tells you that it is impossible to make that journey in 5 hours because a random sample of 350 people who were asked about the time it takes to travel there and back to Oamaru all agreed that it would take 38 hours.  
1) So, what are you going to do?  You see, you now have competing truth claims; competing authorities.  Now, I realize that my word is nothing at all like the Word of God.  My word could be wrong; God’s cannot.  Nevertheless, it is only if you decide that the word of the person who has sampled 350 others has weight in this matter that my word becomes a problem.  For then you have to somehow fit them together; you will bring the thirty-eight hour version to the five hour version and try and fit it in, somehow.  
a) Maybe the word ‘driven’ can be understood in different ways?  
b) Maybe the choice of vehicle makes the difference?  
c) Maybe my mention of five hours was not meant to be taken literally, or didn’t include stops, or was done way over the speed limit, etc.  
iv. And this, you see, is what has happened to Genesis 1.  We have there a plain record of creation in six ordinary days.  But over here we have ‘evidence’ for billions of years.  So, what do we do?  
A. Well, we come up with what is called the ‘gap theory.’  
1) It finds room for billions of years between vv1 & 2.  Between the original creation of the heavens and the earth and six-day the recreation of the heavens and earth, something happened, which we are not told about, that provides the time needed for evolution.  
B. Or, instead of understanding Genesis 1 as history, we read it, instead, as poetry.  
1) For then we don’t need to worry about literal and historical accuracy.  
C. The most popular reinterpretation of Genesis 1, however, is what is known as the ‘period theory.’  
1) It takes each of the days of creation to be not 24 hour days but periods of millions of years.  
D. And finally, there is the more recent ‘Framework theory.’  
1) It views Genesis 1 not as a six-day diary, as it were, but as a ‘story-telling’ framework that describes how God spread His creative works over what are called six days.  But because it is just a literary framework, it also satisfies the evolution ‘evidence’ for many believers.
c. Well, by way of response, we are going to briefly consider two D words, ‘Day’ and ‘Death’ before we conclude this point and move on to the second and last point.  
i. So, in relation to ‘Day,’ turn with me please to 2 Peter 3:8.  There it says, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”  For this is the verse, isn’t it, that is so often cited as ‘proof’ that the word ‘day’ in Genesis 1 can mean a long period of time.  But what is being said in these verses?  
A. Well, firstly, we are being told here that God is an eternal God who is not bound by time and does not view time as we do, in and of Himself.  He is above us in His majesty.   He is eternal.  This is a verse about God, not about creation.  
B. But secondly, note that while the first part of the verse is latched onto for the sake of the evolutionary argument, “a day is like a thousand years,” the second part of the verse is ignored, “a thousand years are like a day.”  
C. But most importantly, note that Peter does not identify one day and a thousand years, but he compares the two with respect to God.  He is not saying one day = 1000 years, but “with the Lord a day is like a thousand years.”  
1) 2 Peter 3:8 in no way allows us to understand the days of creation as long periods of time.
D. “Ah!  But hold on,” says our evolutionary friend, “what about the seventh day of creation?  For God does not rest for just 24 hours, He rests eternally from His work of creation.  And so, if the seventh day is a long period, why can the other six ‘days’ not be long periods?”   
1) Well, the Bible has specific things to say about God’s Sabbath rest.  But even if we ignore all that, if we apply that argument consistently, we don’t end up with six days of long periods, do we!  We end up with six eternal or unending days.
E. “Well, OK then,’” say some, “perhaps.  But doesn’t the Bible sometimes use the word ‘day’ to mean a period of time or time in general?”  And indeed, this is so.  The word ‘day’ when used in the Bible sometimes does mean ‘time in general’ rather than a 24 hour period.  But when it does so, it is very obvious from its own context.  
1) Here is one example: Isaiah 30:5 talks about “the day [when cattle] will graze in broad meadows.”  
a) And clearly a period of peace is in view there and not a single 24 hour day. 
b) But this is clear from the context which speaks of a future period to come. 
2) But here in Genesis 1, God has explicitly defined the day as an ordinary, 24 hour day that every reader recognizes.  
a) In fact, a good case can be made to say that God has gone to some lengths to specifically guard against future attempts to reinterpret the days of Genesis 1 as anything other than ordinary days by talking about light and darkness and evening and morning and the first day as distinct from the second day.  
i) You see, whenever a number is attached to the word ‘day’ in Scripture, as in “the first day,” a 24 hour day or the daylight part of the day is always in view.  
3) Thus, Genesis 1 becomes a total nonsense if we are to read it in this way, “God called the light "day," and the darkness He called "night."  And there was evening, and there was morning-- the first three hundred million year period.”  
4) And the fourth commandment becomes meaningless if we are to work six days and rest on the seventh because God worked for six three hundred million year periods and rested for an unending eternity. 
F. What the Bible says about the days of creation is plain and clear.  Problems arise only if we accept the evolutionary claims of science as true and authoritative.  For then we have to alter and adjust the plain reading of the Bible. 
ii. But consider also the second ‘D’ word, ‘death.’  Romans 5:12 says, “Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin.”  
A. And if I was to ask even the children here what this refers to, they would tell me it refers to the Fall; sin and death entered creation through Adam’s sin in the Garden.  
1) Any attempt to allow for millions of years of life before Adam with pre-historic slime and dinosaurs and Neanderthals means allowing for sin and death before the Fall, which again makes the plain reading of the Bible a nonsense.
2) And so, again, we have to reinterpret what the Bible plainly says only if we accept the evolutionary claims of science as true and authoritative. 
iii. Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the simplicity and the authority of the Bible is what is at stake here.  
A. The early church father, Anselm, said, “O earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord.  Yea, let God be true, but every man a liar.”

B. You see, as creatures, we need the revelation of our Creator to be true, plain, and reliable.  The moment science or anything else forces us to adjust the Bible, we are lost!  It is everything else that must be examined in the light of Scripture!
1) If you and I can only hope to understand Genesis 1 with a scientist, and/or an OT poetry scholar, and/or a theologian in the room with us, the Bible has been taken out of our hands. 
a) And if our ability to understand the creation is taken from us, can we really have any certainty about our salvation?  Perhaps that too could be interpreted in ways other than what you and I can plainly read and understand?  
i) After all, there are many scientists who will produce study after study that ‘disprove’ resurrection.
2) But what does Psalm 19:7 say?  “The law of the LORD [this book] is perfect, reviving the soul.  The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.”
a) God wants you to know how you can be saved. He has explained it to you in the Bible, plainly.  
i) If you open your Bible all by yourself and read it, you will see there that if you believe that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins and that He rose again on the third day, you shall be saved.

A) And so you may say, “Jesus loves me, this I know for the Bible tells me so.”

b) But God also wants you to know the origin of this universe and He has given it to you in Genesis 1, plainly.
i) If you open your Bible all by yourself and read it, you will see there that God created all things from nothing.  He did not do this by natural laws and ordinary providence but by speaking it all into existence; Psalm 33:9, “He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.”  
ii) And all of these creative works of God took place in six, ordinary days, of light and darkness and evening and morning.

A) So you may say, I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, in six ordinary days, for the Bible tells me so.
d. Now, as we conclude this point, let us note that the Bible is not anti-science!  Read Job 38-40!  And neither should Christians be anti-science.  But when ‘evidence’ suggesting billions of years comes up against the authority and simplicity of the Word of God, we don’t adjust the Bible, we re-examine the science.  “O earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord.  Yea, let God be true, but every man a liar.”
i. And if we can’t explain the science, we wait until we can, for Scripture stands.  Thus says the Lord.  The authority of Scripture must stand against all other truth claims, because it is the word of Jesus, who described Himself as “the way, the truth, and the life.” 
A. And if I may speak personally for a moment, I believe that there are many scientists who are demonstrating that the testimony of Genesis 1 and science are in perfect harmony as they both reveal a relatively recent creation.  
ii. But I trust you can see why the authority of Scripture is at stake in the gospel of creation.  
But secondly, lastly, and more briefly, we see also that the gospel itself is at stake.  

In Mark 16:15, Jesus says to His disciples, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”  It is Mark’s version of the Great Commission.  
And the Greek word we translate as ‘gospel’ there is the word euangelion.  
In the NIV, sometimes it is translated as ‘good news’ and sometimes as ‘gospel.’  But the meaning is the same.
1. And if we want to know what the gospel is and how it functions for salvation, we are helped by 1 Corinthians 15:1.  Please turn there with me.  For there, Paul says, “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”  
a. And so, the gospel message is the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ; vv3-4.
b. And how does the gospel function?  
i. Well, vv1-2 tell us firstly that the gospel must be ‘received’ and ‘believed’; it is taken hold of by faith.  
ii. Secondly, the gospel alone is the means by which we are saved.  
iii. Thirdly, it is on the gospel that we are to take our firm stand.  
iv. And fourthly, and this connects beautifully with what we have already said about the authority of the Bible, the gospel is to be defined, understood, and preached “according to the Scriptures.”  
A. Paul is very explicit.  Twice, in vv3-4, the truth about Jesus is (what?) “according to the Scriptures.”
2. So, let’s consider the gospel according to the Scriptures.  
a. As we have seen, the heart of the gospel is Christ, crucified, buried, and risen.  But the very first use of the word, gospel, in the NT is found in Matthew 4:23.  There we read about Jesus “preaching the gospel of the kingdom.”  
i. Jesus came, as Messiah-King, to begin the work of the kingdom that shall be completed when He is revealed as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
A. And so, we see that the gospel of Christ also has in view the consummation, or the end, or the fulfillment of all things.  OK?

b. But the last occurrence of the word, gospel, in the NT is found in Rev. 14:7.  Turn there with me please.  The Angel “said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come.  Worship Him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water."” 
i. And so, the first occurrence of the word ‘gospel’ in the NT has in view the consummation, and the very last occurrence of the word ‘gospel’ in the NT has in view the creation.
A. And what we need to see here is that it is the person and work of Jesus that is in view in all of this.  
1) The gospel includes the full scope of the work of Jesus Christ.  
a) This is the gospel according to the Scriptures. 
c. And in case you are thinking that sounds like a bit of a stretch, turn now to Coloss 1:16-20.  
i. “For by Him [that is, Jesus] all things were created … all things were created by Him and for Him”; creation.  
ii. “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together”; preservation or providence.  
iii. “For God was pleased … through Him to reconcile to Himself all things”; consummation.  
A. Creation, preservation, consummation, and all of this tied together by “His blood shed on the cross”; salvation.  
1) The full scope of the work of Jesus Christ.  
d. And we see exactly the same in Hebrews 1:2-3:
i. He “made the universe”; creation.  
ii. He “sustains all things by His powerful word”; preservation.  
iii. And He ultimately becomes “heir of all things”; consummation.  
A. Again, creation, preservation, and consummation, and all of this tied together by Him providing “purification for sins”; salvation.

1) The fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
e. According to the Scriptures, Jesus Christ is the Christ of creation, preservation, salvation, and consummation.  He is the Christ of past, present, and future.  
i. And this is the Christ that must be preached.  
ii. This is the Christ who must be received and believed.  
iii. This is the Christ by whom man may be saved.  
iv. This is the Christ upon whom we firmly stand.  
v. This is the Christ according to the Scriptures.  
A. Adding just one line to the thoughts of a commentator, “One preaches a gospel with no foundation if he neglects or distorts the creation, [a gospel with no comfort if he neglects Christ’s care for His creation], a gospel with no power if he omits the cross or the empty tomb, and a gospel with no hope if he ignores or denies the coming kingdom.”  
f. So, Can we just preach Christ crucified and agree to disagree about creation?  No.  
i. And this is so because Jesus Christ was the Creator before He became Saviour.  
ii. And Jesus Christ is, now, the one who upholds all things in His hand.
iii. And Jesus Christ, as Hebrews 4 explains, has entered the seventh day, Sabbath rest of heaven and rules there and awaits that day when we shall join Him.  
A. We cannot preach Christ as Saviour and ignore Jesus Christ as Creator, for then we are not preaching Jesus Christ. 
1) Isn’t that exactly what we have seen in our Two Ways to Live studies?  Jesus Christ as Creator, Provider, Saviour, and Royal Judge. 
B. Now, this is not to say that when we are talking to an unbeliever we must include agreement with Genesis 1 in the call to repentance and faith.  

1) What it means is that when we come to Genesis 1 in our discussions, we cannot back down on the plain and authoritative truth that it proclaims, because it proclaims the person and work of the Christ of our salvation.
g. Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, Romans 1:18 tells us that sinful man suppresses the truth in unrighteousness.  He does not want to bow the knee before King Jesus.  And so, he will take hold of anything that he thinks gives him an excuse to ignore Jesus.  And one of the most successful strategies of the devil has been to convince believers that they can believe in a God of creation and evolution.  But it is a wicked lie.  The very first thing that your God wants you to know about Him, about Jesus Christ, and about mankind is that by Jesus Christ all things were created in the space of six, ordinary days.  
The first chapter of Genesis is the foundation of the Bible; if the foundation is undermined, the whole building collapses.  
This is not a matter that is secondary to the gospel.  This is the gospel of creation according to the Scriptures.  Amen.   

