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“The Final Sermon”      Text – Luke 23:27-31       OT Reading – Isaiah 52/53 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Last Sunday was Palm Sunday.  We looked at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  
· And we noted that while there were massive crowds with Him at the time, most who were present did not really understand the significance of what was happening.  
· And we were reminded in this that our attention needed to be on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
· It was He, as the Lord of History and as our suffering Saviour, that gave meaning to the events of that day.  
· It was He that was fulfilling prophecy and bringing so many OT shadows and promises to fulfilment.
Well, we have another example of these things before us today.  We encounter a scene that has Jesus and a large number of people following Him.  
But this time, any hope that Jesus might be Israel’s promised Messiah seems to have been dashed.  
· This is no king entering Jerusalem.  
· There are no ‘Hosannas’ here.  
· In just a few moments He will be crucified and everyone knows it.  
· This is a pitiful scene that appears to be the end of many hopes and expectations.
Now, you and I know the rest of the story.  We know that Jesus will rise again on the third day having conquered sin and death and accomplished our salvation.  But that was not the case for most if not all of these people, including His disciples.  
They believed in Jesus.  Of that we can be sure.  But the Bible is clear that they did not yet understand what was happening here.  This just did not fit into any of their expectations of Messiah.  
What they had we might call the seed of faith.  But it had still to burst out of the soil into the light of day.
So today we want to pay attention to what can rightly be called the final sermon.  
For even though Jesus will still speak seven times on the cross, they will be words addressed to His Father in heaven or to individuals or simple statements like, “I am thirsty,” or those beautiful words that capture the completion of our salvation, “It is finished.”  
And even after He rises from the dead, while He speaks to His disciples or to one or two at times, He no longer speaks publically to the people.  
This then is the last time that He preaches on earth.  
So today, the context needs little or no explanation.  
Jesus has been sentenced to die by crucifixion.  He has been rejected as Israel’s Messiah.  He is being driven out of Jerusalem to the hill of Golgotha.  
His cross has been taken from Him and given to Simon of Cyrene to carry.  
He is the object of the people’s scorn and mockery and derision.  
But not all mock Him.  For Luke tells us that among the large number of people that followed Him were “women who mourned and wailed for Him.”  
And today we want to consider the women that wail and then Jesus’ words to the wailing women – His final sermon.
Firstly then, the women that wail.

1. Throughout Luke’s Gospel, specific attention has been given to women in relation to Jesus.  
a. And here too, at the end of His life, Luke specifically notes the reaction of the women who followed Him to Golgotha.  
i. Later, in v49, as He dies, they will be noted as standing at a distance “watching these things.”  
ii. In v55, as His body is laid in the tomb, they are there again witnessing what happens before they go home to prepare spices with which to anoint His dead body.  
iii. And in 24:1, it is the women who come to anoint Him who discover the empty tomb.  
iv. And of course, it is one of the women, Mary Magdalene, who is the first to encounter the risen Christ.
b. But all of that is yet to come.  Here in Luke 23, we are simply told that women were among those that followed Him and that they “mourned and wailed for Him.”
i. Now, some may have been the ‘professional wailers’ whose paid job it was to cry at funerals that we read about elsewhere in the gospels.  But it very much seems as though we are supposed to link these wailing women with the women who will be at the tomb – those who are genuinely in great despair.  

A. After all, what a couple of weeks this has been.  Some of them, surely, were there when Lazarus was raised from the dead, and when Jesus rode into Jerusalem to the adoration and praise of the crowds, and in the judgment hall of Pilate when the crowd’s shout of ‘crucify Him’ rang out.  
B. Perhaps, among them are women like His mother and Mary Magdalene and Martha and Mary.

C. And now, He is already bruised and beaten and bloodied.  This man, whom they know to have done only good, is being led away to die like a criminal.  
D. You know, we often use the term ‘emotional roller-coaster’ to describe situations of great highs and lows that affect our feelings.  Well, the events of the recent days have surely been an incredible emotional roller-coaster.  And so, it is no wonder that they weep.
ii. Now, sadly, there have been some who take the words that Jesus directs toward these women as a rebuke – as in, ‘You women, stop your emotional blubbering!  The last thing I need is a bunch of women going all gooey on me, so take a concrete pill and harden up!”  
A. And so, they see this as just another example of how weak women are compared to us men who keep a stiff upper lip and deal with it.  
1) But that is not what Jesus is saying.  This is a day for tears.  This is a tragedy.  This is injustice.  
c. And yet, despite the appropriateness of tears on this day, we must take a moment to weigh these tears with Scripture.  
i. You see, the believing women there, like the disciples, did not understand what happened at Golgotha on that day till after Jesus had risen and ascended and poured out His Spirit upon them.  The Bible is clear about that.  
A. And so, at least some, if not all of them, are not processing what is happening according to prophecy.  They are not interpreting these events according to what the OT says about Jesus and according to what Jesus has said about Himself.  
B. In essence then, their tears are just tears of pity.  
1) They weep for Jesus, but not for Jesus Christ.  
2) They weep for a son of man, but not for the Son of God.  
3) They weep for Mary who will today lose her son, but not for the Son who will soon be forsaken by His Father.  
4) This day, to them, is not about the hope of salvation, but about the end of their hopes for Jesus.  
a) In a very real sense then, they are blinded by pity.  Their real and understandable feelings have become a barrier to faith.  And that is what Jesus will speak to when He addresses them.
d. And this means, people of God, that even the tears of these women become another temptation that Jesus must resist.  
i. The devil is trying to get Jesus to forget His office and His work and to feel sorry for Himself; to feel that He deserves their pity.  
ii. The devil is trying to get Him to focus on self rather than service.  
iii. The devil is trying to get Him to take His eyes away from the path of suffering that He must walk.  
e. But He does not allow Himself to indulge this temptation.  He resists the offering of sympathy and pity and He speaks to these women as the Christ, as we shall see in a moment.  
f. But we need to see then that because these tears are really just tears of pity, they add to His suffering; He must now also make atonement for their misdirected sympathy.  
i. To each one of your sins and mine, every tear drop shed by these women adds to the burden that Jesus must take to the cross and wash clean with His blood.  
g. And if nothing else, this is a poignant lesson in the sinfulness of sin.  
i. Are the Easter Hymns we have sung just songs about the unjust pain that Jesus endured?  Or are they your confession of sin?   
A. Are they your recognition of Jesus Christ the Son of God who is your Saviour?    
Well let us in the second and last place consider also Jesus words to the wailing women.

1. Boys and girls, I wonder if you remember the story of Ruth?  It begins with Elimelech and Naomi heading off to Moab.  But there, Elimelech and his two sons die leaving Naomi a poor widow.  So she returns to Israel.  And do you remember what happened as she returned to Bethlehem with Ruth?  The women of the town exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”  And she said, “Don’t call me Naomi --- call me Mara because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.”  Naomi invited and welcomed pity.  Naomi had a first class pity party!  Oh – woe is me!!!

a. But not Jesus.  Jesus is not a victim of His circumstances.  Jesus does not seek sympathy for His plight.  No, this battered Shepherd, whose sacred head is horribly wounded, turns to these wailing women and refuses their pity.  Gently and lovingly, He calls them “Daughters of Jerusalem,” and He preaches to them.  You see, Jesus does not want their lament; He wants them, instead, to repent and believe.  And so, He speaks to them as Jesus who is the Christ; Prophet, Priest, and King.  He doesn’t want them to dwell on human tragedy but on the tragedy of sin and judgment.  Because it is sin and judgment that leads us to seek the grace of God in Christ Jesus. 

i. And so, He speaks to them, as Prophet.  
A. And He directs their attention first to His words.  For what He says in vv28-29 about barrenness is a repeat of a sermon that He preached sometime in the last few days, near the temple, which is recorded in Matthew 24.  
B. But He points them also to His word through Isaiah and Hosea.  For in both Isaiah 2:9 and Hosea 10:8, the Spirit of the Lord speaks about a judgment so severe that men will call on the mountains to hide them.
ii. But He speaks to them also as Priest.  
A. His calling is to be a sacrifice for many.  He will not allow these women or the devil or anything to distract Him from the demands of God’s holiness; He will not flee from the wrath of God.  He will fulfil His promise to lay down His life for the sheep.  
iii. But He speaks to them also as King.  
A. Just minutes ago, Pilate questioned Jesus about being the King of the Jews.  But when he said that Jesus had done nothing worthy of death, the people of Jerusalem said, “His blood be upon us and our children.”  
1) And while the women here feel pity for Jesus, the love of the Father is apparent because He has seen the Jews declare war on His Son.  And these wicked men will not triumph.  
a) Psalm 2 talks about those who gather against the Lord and against His Anointed One.  But the Lord laughs and scoffs at them and rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath.  
b) And so, for the murder of King Jesus, a terrifying and certain judgment will come on Jerusalem.  
iv. And history records the brutality of the Roman destruction of Jerusalem that occurred some 40 years later in A.D. 70.  
A. The Jewish historian, Josephus, describes the terrible conditions that the siege brought to the people of the city.  
1) Women ate their own children out of desperate hunger.  
a) And this is why Jesus speaks here about barrenness being a blessing.  Throughout Israel’s history, barrenness had been considered a curse.  It was she who had many children that was the most blessed of women.  But no longer.  Because of what was going to happen to Jerusalem, she who had no children would be far better off than she who did.
2) And we are told also about the violence that was perpetrated on the Jews by the conquering Romans.

a) So, you can understand how people would look for any place to hide from this violence, desperately wishing that the mountains and hills would cover them so they can escape.
v. And then Jesus ends with those words about the green tree and the dry tree, which seem rather cryptic, don’t they.   But their meaning is clear.  
A. You see, if you were at the farm of one of the farmers of the congregation for a bonfire (not right now, of course, given the drought!), and you were watching them cut down trees for the bonfire, you would expect them to choose the oldest, dryest, leafless trees, wouldn’t you?  You would be most surprised if they cut down a two meter high pine tree that looked young and in perfect health!  
B. Well, in this parable, Jesus is contrasting Himself with the unbelieving Jews who are crucifying Him.  
1) He, Jesus, is an innocent man who does not deserve to die – He is the green tree.  But they, because of their unbelief and this crime, are guilty men who deserve to die – they are the dry trees.  
C. So if this is what is done to an innocent, green tree, one cannot even begin to imagine the horrors that will come on those who are the guilty, dry trees.  
vi. But don’t be too quick, my friend, to judge these Jewish leaders.  Don’t be too quick to think that they deserve everything that is coming to them.  
A. For you too are a guilty, dry tree.  You too are a sinner who deserves only the fire of hell.

1) The green tree is he or she that keeps God’s commandments perfectly and always has.  And none of us can claim that.  We are commandment breakers – we are dry trees.
B. But King Jesus allows what happens today to happen.  He is going to the cross voluntarily.  
1) He could prevent the crucifixion with one click of His fingers if He chose to – for the angels would come and carry Him away in a heartbeat. 
2) But He chooses to go to the cross.

a) And He chooses to receive the judgment that these daughters of Jerusalem and you and I deserve.

i) He offers Himself so that all who recognize His sacrifice in their place may have life.
C. So, the sum of Jesus’ final sermon is believe in me and you shall be saved.
And we need to hear these words today for one very important reason.  I have told you that these words of Jesus were His final sermon on earth.  But they are not His final sermon.  For He is coming again.  And when He comes, the trumpet will sound and the earth will shake and His voice will be heard by all.  
And Revelation 6:15-17 says, “Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.  They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?".”
That day, on the road to Golgotha, there was still time for the daughters of Jerusalem to listen to His Jesus and to repent of their sins and believe in Him.  
Today also, there is still time for you to listen to Jesus and to repent of your sins and believe in Him.  But when He comes again and speaks, then it will be too late.  Then only judgment will remain for dry trees.  And no one of us knows when that day will come.  So friend, if you have not yet repented of your sins and put your faith in Jesus, I urge you to do so today, now!
But to those of us who know Jesus Christ as saviour already, praise God that He took our sins to the cross and endured the judgment that we deserved.  Hallelujah!  What A Saviour!  Amen.
