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“Resurrection – A NT Invention?”      Text – Matthew 22:23-33       OT Reading – Isa 26:19, Hosea 13:14, Isa 26:19, Dan 12:2, Job 19:25-26

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
At our last district meeting, we were talking about the healing of the man born lame that is recorded in Acts 3.  
And we noted that at the heart of Peter’s sermon was the message of the resurrection.  He wanted the Jews there to know that they were guilty of having Jesus put to death, but that God had raised Him from the dead.  And it was this resurrected Jesus who had made this lame man well.  
Well, in the next chapter, we are told that Peter and John were seized by the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees; a kind of Jewish political/theological group.
And someone at the Bible study asked, “Are the Sadducees the ones who did not believe in the resurrection?”  
And another person replied, “Yes, that’s why they were sad-you-see!”  
Now, we know this of the Sadducees because of this passage here in Matthew as well as other historical writings.  
Josephus, for example, is a Jewish historian who lived around this time.  And he wrote, “The Sadducees hold that the soul perishes along with the body.”  Once you die, that’s it.  
As far as they were concerned, there was nothing about a resurrection from the dead in the OT Scriptures, and especially in the first five books of the Bible, which is where they placed most of their emphasis.  
Most likely, they thought that the concept of a resurrection was a recent idea that came to Israel with those who returned after the exile as a kind of imported pagan idea.
So they ask Jesus what historians describe as a question of vulgarity.  
It is not a question designed to get an answer, but a question designed to make a rabbi or teacher look stupid.  
Because you are absolutely confident that what you believe is correct, you ask a question that is outrageous and bordering on the obscene, in order to ridicule the rabbi.
And our task today will be twofold.  
First, we will consider the question and Jesus’ answer, and then we will consider 
whether or not the OT does say anything about the resurrection.  
And we do so to be reassured about the certainty of the resurrection, especially as we gather around the table of our resurrected Lord.
1. Now, when I describe the Sadducee’s question as a question of vulgarity deigned to ridicule a rabbi, the rabbi in view is not Jesus.  The question of the Sadducees is actually aimed at their opposition, the Pharisees.  
a. You see, the Pharisees believed in the resurrection.  The Sadducees, however, were convinced that resurrection was not a biblical teaching, and, indeed, a logical impossibility.  
i. In this respect, the Sadducees were very much like the modern day scientist who rejects anything he cannot look at under a microscope or analyze in a test-tube.  Not for them was the airy-fairy notion of resurrection.  
ii. They are convinced, then, that Jesus will agree with them and show those Pharisees a thing or two!
2. So, here they come with their question.  And in their minds it is the perfect question to show how stupid the idea of a resurrection is.  Surely, since a six-times widowed woman could not belong to each of her seven husbands after being resurrected, the resurrection can not be true.  Ah ah!  You see!  It is a completely idiotic concept.  And we have just shown it to be so.  Stick that in your pipe and smoke it, you Pharisees.  That is the attitude of these Sadducees.
3. Well, when we looked at Stephen in Acts 7 last Sunday, and his defense before the Sanhedrin, we noted the words of 2 Cor 10:3-5, which say, “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  God’s word is able to demolish arguments.  And this is precisely what Jesus does here with these Sadducees.  Jesus knows His Bible.  And Jesus uses the Bible with great wisdom.  Jesus uses it to expose hearts.
a. And so, He says, “You are in error…”  
i. And literally, He is telling them that they have gone astray from the truth.  He pictures the truth as a straight pathway and the Sadducees as having veered off to the side.  
ii. Now, the Sadducees base their question on Deuteronomy 25, which does indeed talk about the law of Levirate marriage.  
(1) What they say about this woman’s situation is what the law demanded and provided for.  
(A) Its design was that the family name of the first brother could continue and the assigned portion of the land of his inheritance would remain secure and not pass to another family.  By marrying a brother, children would still have the first brother’s surname, rather than a new surname if she remarried outside the family.  And land was associated with surnames.  
(B) So the Sadducees are correct in this scenario.  
iii. Their error though is that while they know this verse or this passage they do not know the Scripture as a whole, which is what Jesus tells them.  
(1) And how often do we and others make this very mistake?  
(A) In terms of understanding the Bible, almost always, context is the key.  
(B) Who wrote the book?  When was it written?  Why was it written?  
(C) Is it in the OT or NT?  Where does it stand in the flow of salvation history?  
(D) How does it connect with other truths of the Bible?  
(i) All of these sorts of things were things the Sadducees had ignored.  
b. But they have also failed to account for the power of God.  
i. Their question is based on the need for this woman to be raised with a husband so that the two of them can have children to preserve the inheritance in the land.  
(1) Their view of resurrection is limited to this same life on this same earth continuing on.  
ii. What Jesus wants them to see, though, is that God does not need to resurrect this man so that the man can produce children who will produce children, and so on. God can resurrect a man who will then be alive eternally and have no need to produce children to safeguard an inheritance or support him in his old age or anything like that!  
(1) Yes, marriage was created before the Fall.  And even though we step into the hypothetical here, most likely, if Adam had not sinned, our best guess is that he would eventually have left earth to be with God in heaven without having to go through death, in a similar way to Enoch, for instance.  
(A) But still there would have been the need for new generations of children to ‘replace’ the older generation.  
(2) The Fall simply made this more pressing as sin brought death into the world.  
(3) But in the resurrection to eternal life in heaven, where there is no departure of an older generation or death, this means that there is no need for marriage, just as it is with the angels now.  
(A) And this is a testimony of God’s resurrection power that these Sadducees have failed, terribly, to even catch a glimpse of.
c. But Jesus then moves from a concept that would have been hard for the Sadducees to work out, the absence of the need for marriage after the resurrection, to one that is the             plain teaching of the Bible.  
i. And demonstrating His wisdom, He does so from Exodus 3:6, one of the first five books of the Bible, because, as you will remember, those books were the ones the Pharisees gave the most weight to.  
(1) And Jesus recalls the time when Moses approached the burning bush.  And God spoke to him from the bush and said, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  
(A) God is a God of relationship.  
(i) At the heart of His covenant with His people is ‘I will be your God and you will be my people.’  I will live with you in a blessed, intimate relationship.  
(B) Well, says Jesus, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have all died.  
(i) Has that ended God’s relationship with them?  Have they ceased to exist?  No.  He remains their God.  God is not the God of the dead but of the living.  His loving, intimate relationship with those who die looking in faith to Jesus is not ended by death, but continues.  
(C) And what a blessed Easter comfort this is for us today, who have also had loved ones who have died, and who face death, one day, ourselves.  
(i) Like the thief on the cross to whom Jesus said, “Today, you will be with me in paradise,’ so too all those who die in Christ, continue to live, now, with Him, awaiting the day of His Second Coming when their souls will be reunited with their resurrected bodies for all eternity!
ii. As Jews, it is likely that these Sadducees would have counted Exodus 3:6 as one of their favourite verses.  
(1) They would have counted it as a great privilege to know the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; to worship the God of the three patriarchs.  
(2) But having memorized this verse and quoted it and savoured it, the significance of those first two words, “I AM,” had completely escaped their attention.  
(A) But in those two glorious words is the good news of Easter’s resurrection comfort!
Well, it’s not surprising that the crowds were astonished at His teaching.  The question of vulgarity has been answered, biblically and beautifully.  The Sadducees must now wrestle with the power of the Word of God.  And even though, with these two small words, Jesus has demonstrated the truth of the resurrection from the OT, let’s continue on to see how else the OT reveals the truth of the resurrection.
1. And it does so both implicitly and explicitly.  
a. And let me just explain for you boys and girls the difference between those two words.  
i. If your Mum was to say to you, “You know, I really love a clean bedroom,” I think you know that what she is actually saying is “Go and clean your bedroom!”  Now, she hasn’t used those words.  If she had used those words, “Go and clean your bedroom,” her message would be explicit – very plain and very clear.  Instead, her message, “I really love a clean room,” is implicit.  It is still very clear but you kind of have to read between the lines.
2. So for an implicit OT teaching of the resurrection, we begin with Genesis 2:17.  Turn there with me for a moment.  God has created Adam and He says to Him, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  
a. Well, as we all now, Adam ate from the tree.  But did he die, as in cease to exit?  No.  
i. Yes, he died, spiritually.  His condition became that of a sinner who was dead in his sins.  
ii. He now needed the grace of God to be resurrected spiritually; to be born again.  
(1) And God spoke of this in Genesis 3:15 when He promised the seed of the woman who would crush the seed of the serpent.  
iii. And so, Ephesians 2:4 speaks of this spiritual resurrection when it says, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.”  
b. But even as God made that promise to Adam and Eve, He told them that physical death would come also as part of sin’s curse.  
i. Turn over to Gen. 3:19.  He said, “You will eat food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”  
(1) Death and the grave await each one of us.  
ii. But look at the very next verses: “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.”  And God barred Adam and Eve from the Garden so that they would not eat of the Tree of life and live forever.  
(1) You see, if they had eaten of that tree, they would have lived forever in the state of sin.  But God, as an act of grace, kept them from that tree, so that they could be resurrected, spiritually, through faith in Christ, and could then die and be resurrected, physically, to live for ever without sin!   
iii. And because of this, one day, people of God, we will be able to say what is written in 1 Cor 15, “Death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!”  
iv. This is the implicit resurrection teaching of the OT in Genesis 2 and 3.
3. But recall also the story of the almost sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham.  
a. Abraham was one second away from plunging his knife into Isaac and ending his life, despite Isaac being God’s promised heir to Abraham.  
i. Why was Abraham prepared to do this?  Well, Hebrews 11:19 tells us, “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead.”  
(1) Abraham believed in God’s resurrection power.  
ii. Again, implicitly, and this time with the help of the NT, we see that the OT teaches the resurrection.
4. But turn with me next to Psalm 16:10.  
a. For there we move from the implicit to the more explicit.  David expresses his own confidence in terms of the grave.  He says, “You will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”  
i. David knew that his grave would not be his final resting place.  He had a hope in life eternal beyond the grave.  
b. And in Acts 2:27 and 13:35, this verse is quoted in reference to the resurrection of Jesus.  
i. Peter and Paul reveal that David spoke also as a prophet of Jesus who would not be left in the grave but be resurrected as a demonstration of God’s saving power.  
(1) Right now, David’s body, said Peter and Paul, remains in the ground.  At that time the Jews could still visit David’s tomb.  
(2) Jesus’ tomb, however, as everyone could plainly witness, was empty.  And more than 500 saw Jesus, alive, despite having seen Him die and be buried.  
ii. Thus, Psalm 16, also is part of the OT teaching of the resurrection.
5. Three more passages then before we are done.  Turn with me next to Isaiah 25.  
a. Now, Isaiah’s prophecies are prophecies that have multiple fulfillments.  
i. He speaks first to the people of Israel in terms of exile and return.  But beyond that he speaks also about Jesus’ first coming and his second coming.  
ii. So, to the people of Israel, in vv7-8, he is saying that a time is coming when the death of exile will be ended and tears of exile’s disgrace will be over.  God’s people will be restored to Israel.  
iii. But ultimately, he speaks to all of God’s people about the fullness of Christ that return from exile points forward to.  
(1) And to them he says, “On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken.”  
iv. And for some of you those words will remind you of Revelation 21:4 where John speaks about the glories of eternal life in heaven, saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  
v. Isaiah 25:7-8, then, is also part of the OT teaching of the resurrection.
6. But turn with me also to Hosea 13.  
a. And here we see that same multiple fulfilment.  
i. For their sins, in v6-9, God says that He will destroy them, again through exile.  But He speaks also of hope beyond exile, of new life.  He says, “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues?  Where, O grave, is your destruction?”  
ii. And with these words we are reminded of those words we quoted earlier from the end of 1 Corinthians 15, “Death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!”  
iii. Thus, Hosea 13:14 is also part of the OT teaching of the resurrection.  
b. Well, turn with me, lastly, to Daniel 12; the Book before Hosea.  
i. And here we have a very explicit OT teaching about the resurrection.  Looking forward to the end of time, Daniel says, “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-- everyone whose name is found written in the book-- will be delivered.  Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.”
7. And so, as we put all of this together, it demonstrates that the position of the Sadducees was a position that they held because they did not know the Scriptures.  That is, indeed, why they were sad-you-see!
a. The OT is very clear about the truth of the resurrection.  
i. And we haven’t even mentioned Psalm 22:29 and 49:15.  
ii. We haven’t mentioned Isaiah 26:19-21.  
iii. We haven’t mentioned 1 Samuel 28 and Saul making use of the witch of Endor to speak with Samuel whom she had summoned from the dead.  
iv. We haven’t mentioned Ezekiel 37 and the valley of dry bones that come up from the ground to have sinews and muscles and flesh reattached in resurrection life.  
8. It is very clear that resurrection is coming.  The resurrected Lord will come again and when He does, everyone will be resurrected.  
a. The question before us today, then, is whether it will be a resurrection to the glories of life in heaven or a resurrection to the eternal fires of hell.  Which will it be for you?  
b. Will you be able to join Job, another OT saint, who looked in faith to Jesus Christ, and said, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes-- I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!”?  
c. May it be so.  Amen.
