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“Introducing - Mr Paul Gospel”      Text – Romans 1:1-7        Heidelberg Catechism LD 6   OT Reading – Psalm 67

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Late last week, Tim Bosma, a member of a CRC in Ontario, Canada, took the two men who were interested in buying his car for a test-drive.  Later that day, I saw a Facebook posting from friends in Ontario asking locals to keep an eye out for the car because they had been away far too long.  Well, a few days later, a man was arrested on suspicion of murder and Tim Bosma’s body has since been found.  On Thursday, his grieving widow thanked police and locals for their work and their care.  Tim Bosma also leaves behind a daughter.  
And Police are currently describing this as a ‘thrill’ homicide, as in, the suspects thought this would be really cool to do.
Now, I never knew Tim.  I only know of this crime because of Facebook and connections with Reformed folk in that part of the world.  But here in NZ, there were 68 cases of murder, manslaughter or attempted murder in 2012.  And these were just a small part of the total number of 377,000 recorded and resolved crimes.   
And as I think about those numbers, and the senseless murder I just described, I have to say that I am tired.  And I don’t mean tired as in sleepy, I mean tired of sin, tired of suffering, tired of sorrow; in myself, in others, and in all of creation.  And I am sure I am not alone in this.  Yes?  Sin is tiring.    
Well, if you know what I speak of, then our good God has a treat in store for us – Romans!  
· For Romans sets before us the cure for sin – the sin in ourselves, the sin in others, and the sin in creation.  
· Romans will tell us that God is making all things right through the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

· Romans is a book of glorious hope for tired sinners!
So let’s begin!
In your bulletins, you will see there that I have provided with you a sort of overview of the Book.  So let me now just mention a few details.

1. One of the unique things about the letter to the Romans is that it is written to a church that Paul himself did not establish.  He is not known to the people he is writing to, except, perhaps, by way of reputation.
a. Somehow the gospel had arrived in Rome, but not by Paul.  Nevertheless, in Romans 15, Paul says that he had “been longing for many years to see” the Roman believers.  And so, for now he writes the Roman Christians this letter.
b. And we can identify four main reasons why he writes: 
i. First, Paul wishes to introduce himself so that they will more quickly receive him when he eventually gets there.  
ii. And secondly, he tells them in 15:24 that he plans after visiting with them to go to Spain.  And so, he seeks their support and assistance in this mission endeavour.  
iii. Thirdly, there are clearly tensions between Jew and Gentile in Rome that Paul wants to address.  
iv. And fourthly, Romans stresses the importance of understanding the gospel.  
A. And as you consider each of these purposes, you can see that it is the gospel that ties them all together: Paul is a servant of the gospel, Paul seeks help proclaiming the gospel, and only the gospel saves Jew and Gentile.  
c. And what all of this means for you and me, as believers, is this: We can at times fall into the trap of thinking that once we have the gospel figured out, as in – Jesus loves me, this I know, we can then move on to other aspects of Christian living and doctrine. But what the Spirit of God wants us to do is not to leave the gospel behind but to instead go deeper into the gospel.  
i. And this is because, the deeper into the gospel we go, the more we will enjoy and experience obedient Christian living, unity in the church, and the spread of the gospel.   
And this is already made very plain in these opening verses where the Apostle Introduces Himself to the Romans as Mr Paul Gospel.  
And what we are going to do is to consider how Paul introduces himself in v1, and then briefly consider six points that capture the content of vv2-6, which I unashamedly borrow from the commentary of John Stott.  In effect then, a 7 point sermon.  So we better begin!
Firstly then, in v1, the Apostle introduces himself to the Romans as Mr Paul Gospel.
1. As I said earlier, one of the reasons Paul wrote this letter to the Roman Christians was to introduce himself so that they would more quickly receive him when he came to them.  And while in Bible times it was common to simply begin letters with ‘Jim, to Bob.  Greetings!’, Paul takes much more time to introduce himself.  And again, this is so, also, because these Romans have never met Paul.  
a. And so, boys and girls, how would you begin a letter or email to someone who you do not know and who doesn’t know you?  
i. You would probably say something like, ‘Dear sir/Madam, my name is Egbert Meyer.  I hope you are well.’, or something like that.  Yes?  
ii. Well, that is exactly what Paul does.  He gives his first name and his surname and he then says, in v7, “To all in Rome who are loved by God, and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Name and greeting.  
A. And what a beautiful greeting it is!  
1) It emphasizes the gospel’s beginning – the love of God, the gospel’s foundation – the call of God, the gospel’s effect – sinners become saints – holy ones, and the gospel’s activity – the grace and peace of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
b. Well, as we get back to Paul’s greeting, while we all see Paul’s first name right there at the beginning of v1, you are probably wondering why I keep mentioning ‘gospel’ as Paul’s surname, because he just calls himself Paul here.  Well, of course, gospel is not Paul’s actual surname.  He would have been Paul, son of whatever-his father’s-name-was.  But there is a sense in which everything that Paul says after his first name is his surname.  It is what defines Paul, what marks him out, and what he wishes to emphasize about himself to these Romans.  My name is Paul, if you will, but what I am and what I do is the gospel.  I am Paul Gospel.  I am “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, and set apart for the gospel.”  And with these titles, Paul establishes his divine calling.  
i. He is a servant, or more accurately, a slave of Christ Jesus.  
A. You know, there were 6,000,000 slaves in the R.E. at that time.  Everybody knew what slavery meant.  It meant, in effect, being not a person but being someone’s property.  It meant total devotion.  It meant being at the disposal of your Master 24/7.  
1) Is this how you think of yourself?  
ii. And “called to be an apostle” refers to Acts 9 where we read about Paul’s meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus.  
A. For there, Jesus called Paul to be an apostle, which means a ‘witness of Christ who is sent,’ to preach the gospel to the Jews but especially to the Gentiles.  
iii. But then Paul also describes himself as having been “set apart for the gospel.”  
A. And note how this is expressed – it is not set apart from sinners, as the Pharisees were; too good to even be near tax-collectors and lepers, etc, it is, looking to the example of Jesus, a being set apart to the gospel.  
1) Yes, it is absolutely the case that believers in Christ are to be set apart from sin.   
a) Ephesians 5:6 says, “Do not be partners” with “immoral, impure or greedy person[s],” and 5:11 says, “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.”  
2) But ask yourself this: What is your concept of separation?  Is it more consistent with Paul’s or with the Pharisees’?  
a) Is your life defined more by what you don’t do and who you don’t associate with or by what you do and who you reach out to for the gospel’s sake?  
b) Are you the kind of loving and out-reaching servant that troubled sinners know they can turn to for help?  
Well, as we continue on with the remaining verses then, note that at the end of v1, the Origin of the Gospel is God.  It is “the gospel of God.”
And this is not a complex point but it is a vital point.   In his commentary, Leon Morris says, “Romans is a book about God.  No topic is treated with anything like the frequency of God.  Everything Paul touches in this letter he relates to God.”  
The gospel that Paul proclaims, the gospel that you and I proclaim is not something of our invention.  It is of God’s design; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
As you do your Two Ways to Live work, you are not learning a sales-pitch for something of yours.  When you share the gospel, you are not giving someone your opinion, you are telling them God’s truth; you are giving them God’s good-news.  
And this has to be the conviction that you carry as you share the gospel of life in Jesus with others.  The origin of the gospel is God.
But note secondly that the Attestation of the Gospel is Scripture.               
1. And attestation simply means the evidence by which something is proved.  
a. Boys and girls, if you are home from school for several days because you are sick, you usually need to provide the school with a doctor’s certificate.  And that doctor’s certificate is the attestation that what you said about being sick is true and not made up.  It is the evidence form a recognized authority which proves your claim.  
2. Well, in v2, Paul further describes the gospel as “the gospel He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures.”  In other words, Paul wants these Romans to remember that the gospel he preaches is not some new invention – it is the gospel already set out in the OT.  
a. And this is fleshed out for us a little more in the words of A19 of the Heidelberg.  The question is How do you come to know Jesus as your Mediator and deliverer?  And the answer is The Holy gospel tells me.  God Himself began to reveal the gospel already in Paradise; later, He proclaimed it by the holy patriarchs and prophets, and portrayed it by the sacrifices and ceremonies of the law; finally, He fulfilled it through His own dear Son.” 

i. And let’s quickly see that all that is so: Who can tell us when God revealed the gospel in Paradise?  Genesis 3:15.  Skin coverings for Adam & Eve – sacrifice – animal died/blood flowed.
ii. Well, what about by the Patriarchs and Prophets?  
A. Patriarchs?  Near sacrifice of Isaac – Ram.  Jacob promises a King from the tribe of Judah.  Bronze serpent on a pole.  
B. Prophets?  Deut 18 – the Greater Prophet.  Micah 5:2 – Bethlehem.  Isaiah 7 – Virgin Birth.  Isa 53 – The Suffering Servant – pierced, healed by His wounds, laid in a rich man’s tomb.  Psalm 16 – You will not abandon me to the grave.   
iii. And what about in the sacrifices and ceremonies of the Law?  Passover.  Tabernacle/Temple among God’s people.  Furniture and implements.  Incense.  Showbread.  Candlestick.  Atonement lamb.
iv. You have perhaps seen a hurdle runner, at the Olympics, for instance, who is racing down the track and leaping over the hurdles, only to catch a hurdle and crash down and his race is over.  Ever seen anything like that?  Well, do you know that the hurdle that catches most people out who start to read the Bible through from cover to cover is the Book of Leviticus.  They get to Leviticus and they crash.  All of those sacrifice rule sand leprosy rules and mildew rules.  Ehhh.  
A. Well, always looking to the Holy Spirit for help, and perhaps making use of a good commentary, which I or the librarians would be happy to recommend, although that is not essential, Leviticus tells us so much about the gospel of Jesus.  
1) Without Leviticus, as one commentator says, “We cannot begin to understand the death of Christ and His priestly work on our behalf.”  It connects beautifully with so much of Hebrews to make the Gospels a 55”, High-Def, 3D, widescreen picture of Jesus that would otherwise be, at best, a flat, black and white, 14”, 4:3, Tube TV image.   
And so, as believers in Jesus Christ, we have a double attestation for the gospel – the prophets of the OT and the Apostles of the NT – the Scriptures.
Well, thirdly then, we see next that the Substance of the Gospel is Jesus Christ.

In vv3-4 we read, “Regarding his Son, who as to His human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Now, congregation, we could pitch a tent and camp on those words for hours.  There is so much richness in these two short verses.  But we have the rest of the days God gives us to ponder them.  So today we do so by way of summary.  
1. And we can do that by thinking about these verses in terms of Paul, himself.  
a. You see, while the Bible doesn’t state this categorically, the impression I get is that Paul did not meet Jesus while He was on earth.  But even if He did not, he likely knew who Jesus was and was familiar with Jesus’ claims about Himself and what Jesus had done and even that Jesus had died.  
i. But for Paul, none of this would have added up to Jesus as Messiah/Christ.  
ii. In fact, according to Paul’s way of thinking, at that time, Jesus’ death on the cross proved precisely the opposite; death by crucifixion was the death of a cursed, God forsaken, covenant breaker.  
iii. And the Messiah that Paul expected was a strong Messiah who would come to His strong people; not some weak, pathetic, beaten and crucified carpenter from Galilee!  
A. Messiah would come to earth in power and glory and strength and lead the committed of the committed; the remnant, the chosen few, who would fearlessly follow Him as those who kept His law righteously.  A strong Messiah for a strong people.  
b. So what changed Paul’s impression of Jesus?  The resurrection.  
i. And indeed, he tells us this in 1 Corinthians 15:13ff.  He says, “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith … And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins … But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.”  
c. You see, a resurrected Jesus is a strong Messiah!  

i. And when you view everything He did while on earth through the resurrection, there is no weakness; there is only gospel power!

A. And when you catch a glimpse of this gospel power, what does it magnify?  Your weakness.  Your need.  Your guilt.  

1) And so, Paul was no longer a strong man who had no use for a weak Jesus, but a weak man who desperately needed the resurrection power of Jesus – the gospel!  
d. And this is what Paul is saying here in these verses of Romans.  Yes, Jesus was the physical Son of Mary.  But by virtue of His resurrection, He is revealed by the Holy Spirit to be the eternal Son of God, who was and who is and who is to come.  Yes, He was Jesus.  But by virtue of His resurrection, He is Christ, the Lord!
e. So what is the gospel?  Jesus Christ – eternal, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, crucified, dead and buried, He descended in to hell.  On the third day He rose again, from the dead.  

i. And it is this that makes Him the answer to the tiredness of sin, which we all feel and experience.  This world is not all that there is.  Eternity awaits all of us.  Sin is not how it is meant to be.  
ii. But if you believe in Jesus, a time is coming when you too will join Him as a resurrected one – no more arthritis, no more homicide, no more relationship heartache, no more weeds, no more crying at night because husband is so selfish, or son is so rebellious.  
A. That’s the gospel of Jesus – the resurrected one.  
Well, three more very brief points.  
Note fourthly, from v5, that the Scope of the Gospel is All Nations.

“Through Him and for His name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles.”
And here Paul begins to address the tensions that existed between the Jews and Gentiles of Rome and to lay a foundation for his appeal for them to help him take the gospel to Spain.

But in these words also is our call to missions; over our neighbourhood fence, here in Hornby, in Christchurch, in New Zealand, in Papua New Guinea, and even to the very ends of the earth.  
And it is a calling – you are, each one of you, to be a gospel sharer and to support those who are set aside to be gospel sharers.  
· Are you busy with the gospel in this way?  Among your neighbours and co-workers and fellow students or by the soccer field or netball court on Saturday morning?  
· Have you men asked the Lord to make it clear if he is calling you to the ministry, be that local or mission field?  
· Have each of you asked the Lord about serving Him as mission workers?  
The Scope of the gospel is all nations.
But note also, in v5, that the Purpose of the Gospel is the Obedience of Faith.

“Through Him and for His name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”

1. And you can probably imagine the theological knots that these two words, ‘obedience’ and ‘faith’ have gotten Bible students tied up in.  
a. Is Paul talking about faith being the basis for, or the motivating force of, obedience?  
i. Is it obedience that springs from faith?  I believe, therefore I obey?  
b. Or is faith the definition of obedience?  1 John 3:23, “This is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ.”  So, I obey by believing.  Is that what is meant?  
c. And so, Bible scholars argue, Is it I obey by believing or is it I believe so I obey?  Which is it?  And what is the gospel’s answer?  Yes!  It is not this one or that one, it is both.  Gospel obedience is faith in Jesus and Gospel faith is always accompanied by obedience.  
i. The refusal to obey God’s command to believe in Jesus is not ‘you have your opinion and I have mine’ but disobedience to God that shall incur eternal judgment in the fires of hell.

ii. And what did Jesus say to believers, “If you love, you will (what?) keep my commandments.”  
A. And as especially the last few chapters of Romans will set before us, Jesus Christ in interested in total and very specific obedience.  He has little interest in occasional head nodders, what He wants are knee bowers.
And we wrap all of this up as we note, finally, and also from v5, that the Goal of the Gospel is the Honour of Christ’s Name.

You see, those words, “For His name’s sake, “ in v5, actually come at the end of the verse in the Greek.  They are where this whole gospel declaration leads: “For His name’s sake.”  
1. I said, at the end of the last point, that what Jesus seeks are knee bowers.  And that term comes, of course, from Philippians 2, “Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  This is the gospel’s goal – the exaltation of the name of Jesus.
a. We don’t normally like the word ‘jealousy,’ do we.  But the Bible uses it to speak positively about the Lord’s attachment to His name.  Exodus 34:14 says, “Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”  
i. And so, if He is jealous for the name of Jesus, shouldn’t we be also?  
ii. As one commentator says, “We should be ‘jealous’ for the honour of his name—troubled when it remains unknown, hurt when it is ignored, indignant when it is blasphemed, and all the time anxious and determined that it shall be given the honour and glory which are due to it.”
iii. And an example of what all this means, boys and girls, is seen in the command to children in Ephesians 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”  
A. When you obey your parents, gladly and instantly, that is good.  But when you do so for the sake of the name of Jesus, that is gospel obedience.  
B. And wife?  Submission to your husband is good.  But submitting to him as to the Lord is obedience for the sake of the name of Jesus – gospel obedience.  
C. And husband?  When you love your wife, that is good.  But loving her as Christ loved the church is obedience for the sake of the name of Jesus – gospel obedience.  
iv. And in terms of evangelism; why do we share the gospel?  Is it so that third world nations can have a better education or justice system?  No.  Is it so that we will get more members in our church?  No.  It is because every knee must bow before the name of Jesus, and because all those who do will enjoy eternal life!  
Congregation, the gospel is the gospel of God, according to Scripture, about Christ, for the nations, unto the obedience of faith, and for the sake of Jesus’ name.  
And if you believe in the gospel, which means you believe in Jesus Christ, eternal life is yours already!  You only await the fullness of enjoying it in the life to come.  
So, be patient, believer.  Yes, sin is tiring.  But your God wants you to see, in Romans, that the gospel of Jesus Christ shall overcome sin, in you, in others, and in all creation.  Amen.
