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“The Easter Gospel”      Text – Romans 4:25       OT Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Those of you here Last Sunday evening might recall the quote I shared with you at the beginning of the service.  It comes from the writings of Carl. F. Henry and it goes like this, “The early Christians did not say, ‘Look at what this world is coming to,’ they said, ‘Look what has come into the world.’”  
And my reason for sharing that quote can be summarized in one word – focus.  
As we think about what those early Christians said, what is clear is that their focus was Jesus Christ, both in terms of who He was and what He has done.  
And we need this focus reminder because we are surrounded by and bombarded with sadness and misery – Egypt, earthquakes, Syria, North Korea, Flu, cancer, same-sex marriage, abortion, corruption, teen-age prostitution, child abuse, divorce, floods, militant Islam, death, climate change, and the list goes on…  
And all of this could very easily lead one to despair.  
However, we believers know that the sadness around us is the result of sin.  It does not, or at least it should not, surprise us.  We live in a fallen world where sin powerfully influences everything and in everyone.

But we also know that there is good news for this kind of world and fallen humanity in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We believe that the power of salvation in Jesus stands above the power of sin.
We believe that sinners may find comfort, for body and soul, in life and in death, in the Lord Jesus Christ.
And we believe that beyond this world of despair lies the hope of heaven where there will no longer be sadness and misery of any type.

Well, very simply then, on this Easter Sunday, we turn our attention to the core of the gospel.  We seek, again, to renew our focus on Jesus.  
For here in Romans 4:25, Paul summarizes the heart of the gospel message.  
And he does so by beautifully and concisely directing our attention to the death of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus.  

So those are the two things we consider today – the death of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus.
Now, if you look at both halves of the gospel message – death and resurrection – you will see that they are each made up of two parts or two sides – the Event and the Benefit.  Do you see that?  
· In relation to His death: “He was delivered over to death” – that’s the event, “for our sins” – that’s the benefit.  
· And in relation to His resurrection: He “was raised to life” – that’s the event, “for our justification” – that’s the benefit.  
· Because of what happened to Jesus, believers benefit, believers gain, believers inherit.  
So, our two main headings will be His Death and His Resurrection, with the sub points being the Event and the Benefit.
1. But before we immerse ourselves in this glorious gospel, let’s just stand back a little and trace the outlines of Paul’s reasoning thus far in Romans.  
a. Some of you will know that the Book of Romans breaks down into three main sections – sin, salvation, and service.  Paul first establishes the problem – sin, and then explores the solution – salvation, before ending with the believer’s response – service.  
i. Well, if you turn back to 3:21, you will see that that is the place where Paul begins the section on salvation.  
A. He has established the reality of sin and guilt that is the natural condition of every man, woman and child.  
B. But now comes the good news – God has provided a remedy for our sin and guilt.  If we believe in Jesus Christ, God will freely give us the righteousness of Jesus!  V24, we may be “justified freely by [God’s] grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  What we cannot earn, God has made possible as a free gift of grace.  
C. Now, Paul is speaking primarily to Jews.  And to assure them that he is not inventing some new doctrine, he uses Abraham and David as examples of how salvation has always not been about keeping the law but about faith in Christ.  
1) Look at 4:4, “Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.  However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.”  
a) Neither Abraham nor David believed that God owed them salvation.  No, they trusted in the God who promised them a salvation that they did not deserve.  
i) And He gave both of them or credited to them the righteousness they required because they believed in and trusted in His salvation promises.  
D. And all of that brings us then to 4:23 where it says about Abraham, “The words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.”  
1) The free gift of righteousness belonged to OT saints who trusted in God’s salvation promises.  But the free gift of righteousness belongs also to those who trust in what Jesus has now come and done.  
E. And so, as we come now to v25, note the difference between OT believers and you:  Abraham had a promise, you have the reality!  Abraham had a shadow, you have the gospel!  Abraham had the hope of Messiah, you have Jesus!
So let’s look now at the reality, which is the gospel, who is Jesus.  

For Paul summarizes the heart of the gospel message by firstly directing our attention to the death of Jesus.  
1. And he does so, initially, by proclaiming the event.   And of course, this was the focus of our attention on Friday, so we will not stay here too long.  Having lived for around 30 years on earth, Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, was taken outside Jerusalem to the hill of Golgotha and crucified on a cross beside two criminals.  We read of this in the four eye-witness accounts of the Gospels.  Nails were driven through His hands and feet.    And soon thereafter He died.  And all this was witnessed by many.  
a. So, let’s simply seek an answer to one question: Who put Jesus to death on the cross?  
i. And some of you might rightly say The Romans, for Pilate was Roman and so were the soldiers who did the deed.  
ii. And others of you might rightly say The Jews, for they absolved Pilate of guilt saying that any guilt for this deed would be theirs.  
iii. But look again at the text of v25.  We are told there that Jesus “was delivered over to death.”  
A. Now, who did the delivering is not explicitly stated.  
B. However, v25 is a symmetrical verse – and that simply means, boys and girls, that it has matching or balancing or equal sides.  
1) And on the resurrection side of the verse, it can only be God that resurrects Jesus.  
a) And it even says exactly that in v24.  
2) So, symmetry would suggest that God is the one who also delivered Jesus to death.  
a) And indeed, we are told this elsewhere in the Bible.  
i) In two sermons in Acts, both Peter and Paul make it very clear that while the Jews were guilty for crucifying Jesus, His crucifixion was by God’s design.  
A) His crucifixion had to happen because God willed it to happen in order to accomplish salvation.  
C. And so, what we have in v25 then are two examples of what we call a divine passive.  
1) It is a function of Greek Grammar that is repeatedly used in the NT.  Something is done to someone, and even though we are not told explicitly who is doing it, we are to understand that it is God who is at work there.
D. Thus, it was God who delivered Jesus over to death.  
1) It was the Father who sent Jesus Christ to the cross.  
2) His death was no accident.  His death was not the result of a set of tragic circumstances.  His death was the accomplishment of God’s plan of redemption; a plan designed before the creation of the world.  
a) For salvation to be possible, a sacrifice for sin had to be made.  You could not make that sacrifice.  You had nothing to offer.  But God sent Jesus to be the sacrifice that you and I need.
2. And this is where we move from the event into the benefit of Jesus’ death.  For, as v25 says, “He was delivered over to death for our sins.”  
a. We deserved to die for our sins.  Romans 6:23 is very clear about that, “The wages of sin is death.”  And just one sin, one wrong deed or thought, makes us worthy of eternal hell.  
i. You know, I learned this week that according to modern medical researchers, approximately 10,000 thoughts are processed by the human brain every day.  Well, if just a quarter of those thoughts are somehow touched by sin, at age 7 that would be 6,387,500 sinful thoughts.  At age 43, that would be 39,237,500.  But what we are told here in Romans 4:25 is that Jesus “was delivered over to death for our sins.”  Jesus becomes the substitute for sinners:
A. And that means that Jesus dies in the place of sinners.  
1) Dear friend, while it is you and I that deserve the pain and the agony and the forsakenness of God and the terrors of hell for the whole of eternity, it is Jesus that has taken our sins to the cross and endured all that for us. 
But wait!  There’s more!  For in the second place we see that Paul summarizes the heart of the gospel message by also directing our attention to the resurrection of Jesus.  

1. And again, he does this initially by proclaiming the event.  He says, He “was raised to life.”
a. As we have noted, there was a moment in history when Jesus hung on the cross.  Some time around A.D. 30 Jesus hung there and said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”  To the thief beside Him, He said, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  He said to His Mother, Mary and the disciple, John, “Woman, behold your son.  Behold your mother.”  He cried out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  He said, “I am thirsty.”  He prayed, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  And He said, “It is... finished.”  
i. And if you had been there with your smartphone in hand, you could have used an app like ASR to make an MP3 recording of those seven sayings, in the same way that you could record my words now, because it happened as surely as this worship service is happening right now.  
A. And if a smartphone had been there three days later, there would have been an audio recording of the stone being rolled away from the front of the tomb, and maybe of a conversation between the angels and Jesus if they spoke, but certainly of the sounds of two disciples arriving only to find an empty tomb, and of the conversation between Jesus and Mary in the Garden, because His resurrection happened as surely as this worship service is happening right now.
ii. However, by God’s design, Jesus’ death took place not in the time of smartphones and Youtube but in the time of eye-witness accounts.
A. And so, we have 4 Gospel accounts of His resurrection that combine the eye-witness testimony of those who saw the risen Jesus.
B. We have the eye-witness accounts of those who saw the empty tomb.
C. And in 1 Corinthians 15:3, Paul says, Jesus “was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all He appeared to me also.”’
iii. Now, you might be thinking to yourself, But how do we know it is not made up?  How do we know it is accurate?  Well, you can submit the accounts of the Gospels and 1 Corinthians to any historical or literary test you like and it will surpass that of any other document from that time in history by a country mile.
A. Did you know that Homer’s Iliad has 643 surviving manuscript copies?  

1) It was written 900 years before Christ and the oldest manuscript in existence comes from 400 B.C., which means a gap of 500 years between the original and the first copy we have.

2) Well, those numbers place it second on the list of historical documents in terms of the number of surviving manuscript copies.
B. The works of Tacitus, who lived in A.D. 100, have only 20 surviving manuscript copies.
1) And the oldest copy we have was written 1000 years after Tacitus.

a) It is number 5 on the list.

C. And no one doubts the accuracy of Homer’s Illiad or the Works of Tacitus.

D. Well, the NT has 5,600 surviving manuscript copies; not 643, and not 20, but 5,600!  And that is why it is No 1 on the list by a country mile
1) And the oldest of these copies was made as little as 30 years after the original, which makes it the youngest copy than any other for a historical document by about 450 years.
E. If there were a court case that was held to determine the truth about the resurrection of Jesus that dealt with the standard rules for eye-witness testimony in historical documents, the case would be clear.  The evidence is overwhelming – Jesus rose from the dead.
2. Now, please note, Romans 4:25 does not argue the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection; Romans 4:25 proclaims Jesus’ resurrection! – Jesus “was raised to life.”  And that brings us, lastly, to the benefit of Jesus’ resurrection.  For Paul goes on to say that He “was raised to life for our justification.”
a. And at first glance, this seems to be a bit of a problem.  Right throughout Romans, Paul’s focus has been on the death of Jesus.  And that same point will be made later in Romans.  Our redemption is tied to the work He did on the cross.  So why does Paul now link our justification to Jesus’ resurrection?
i. Well, it does so in this way:

A. When Jesus was born, the Angel said to Joseph, “You shall call His name Jesus because He shall save His people from their sins.”

B. And how would Jesus do this?  Well, He told us in John 10:15: Having described Himself as the Good Shepherd, He said, I have come “to lay down my life for the sheep.”
C. And so, the crucifixion came.  He did indeed die and He was buried.

1) Only one question now remains: Is His sacrifice for sin acceptable? 

a) For if there is even a hint of sin in just one of the 10,000 thoughts of each day of His life, the Father will not accept His sacrifice – it would be tainted, insufficient, and ineffective.
b) And so, for three days, the whole of creation waits for the verdict.

i) The body of Jesus lies in the coldness of the tomb.

ii) But then, the moment comes!  

A) The breath of God sweeps in, and the scraping sound of the rolling stone is heard.

B) And up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes.
C) And as He does so, the Father’s verdict is proclaimed to throughout creation, “It is good and acceptable in my sight!  What He has done as their Shepherd, I now give to the sheep.  Their guilt I have punished in Him and His righteousness I freely give to them.”
And this is why, Brothers and Sisters, and young people, and boys and girls, Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:17, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still lost in your sins.”
But He has been raised.  That is the good news of the gospel!  

So, do you see yourself as the one of those sinners that is described here in Romans?  But do you also see that God has made it possible, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, for you to be at-one with Him, which is what atonement means: Atonement – at-one?  That God has made it possible for you to be able to say, It is just-as-if-I never sinned, which is what justified means: Justify – just-as-if-I never sinned?  

For if you do, there is more good news!  For there is one more event involving Jesus still to come – His return to earth as Judge.  And for those who know Him and believe in Him and love Him and trust in Him as their Saviour, the benefit will be eternal life in heaven!  Amen.

