BAPTISED INTO CHRIST

Text: Romans 6:1-4
Readings: Romans 6:1-14
Heidelberg Catechism LD 27-27, Q’s 69-73
Theme: We died to sin through our baptism into Christ’s death so we may live a new life.
Purpose: To explain baptism as a sign of our union with Christ so we may die to sin and live a new life.


Baptism is a very important symbol for a Christian. It is the mark of belonging to Christ and joining his church. It is not something to take lightly or to do hastily. Someone has described it as the “point of no return.” For a Christian to be baptised in a Muslim culture would mean being cut off from the family and could even lead to his death. In our Western culture the consequences are not as dramatic but the meaning is just as significant. 

So today we want to consider the meaning and significance of the sacrament of baptism. We will do so from these verses in Romans 6:1-4.

Context: Up to this point in Romans Paul has explained how God has rescued us out of our position in sin through the Lord Jesus. Sin was strong but God's love and grace are even stronger. God has shown us abundant grace and a wonderful love. He has given us “eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (5:21)

He then anticipates a negative response. He knows that some people will think that this will only encourage Christians to sin; “Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Some will say; "If you emphasise the grace of God like this people will keep on sinning and expect God to forgive them! They will think; the more sin the more grace! The more we do wrong the more God will love us!" 

But Paul rejects this objection. This attitude shows a total misunderstanding of the Bible and of God's salvation. In these next verses he explains that we died to sin through our baptism into Christ so that we may live a new life. 

1. WE DIED TO SIN: Verse 2: “We died to sin, how can we live in it any longer.”

When Paul writes, “We died to sin” he means that we died to the penalty of sin, which is death – eternal death. The price of sin has been paid for; the guilt of sin has gone. That has happened through the death of Jesus on the cross. 
In Romans 5:8 Paul wrote; “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
And in verse 10 he explained “when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son.”

This does not mean that sin has been completely removed from the Christian or that it has lost its temptation or power. We can still sin, and we do; but sin for the Christian is wrong, it is a contradiction of what we ought to do, it is out of character to who we ought to be.

If the penalty and guilt of sin has been paid for by Jesus how can we live in sin any longer?! It is inconceivable that we would continue on in sin as though nothing had happened! It would not be right; it would not be fitting.

After a woman gets married she could live like a single girl, but it would be inconsistent with her new position; it would not be impossible, but it would be inappropriate.

For us who believe to live a life of sin would be like a prisoner who has been freed going back to his cell. That would be foolish; we would be going backwards; this would mean returning to something we have left behind. In the same way, “We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”

When we hear the word sin we often think of “serious” sins like murder, adultery, drunkenness, violence. But sin includes selfishness and pride, jealousy and envy, slander and gossip, gluttony and greed. These are the sins to put away, to get rid of. These are the sins we cannot live in any longer. 

2. Paul says this because of OUR UNION WITH CHRIST THROUGH BAPTISM. (VS 3-4)

Verse 3: “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death.”

What Paul writes about baptism here applies to the baptism of believers. 
We also believe that the children of believers ought to be baptised. The biblical basis for that is in the covenant God made with Abraham and his descendants after him. The children of believers are to be baptised as a sign they are in the covenant. They are promised the covenant blessings if they respond in faith.

But those who come from the world as adults are assured of the covenant blessings as they receive the sign of baptism through faith. Paul wrote in a time when many were being baptised as adults when they repented of their pagan beliefs and believed in Jesus Christ. 

Their baptism, and that of believers today, is a sign and seal of union with Christ. This is the central meaning of the sacrament of baptism. It is the outward sign and seal of the relationship we have with God and with the Lord Jesus. 

We have different levels of relationships. Some of those are superficial and temporary. Others are very close, like marriage, where we know a lot about the other person and there is a depth of relationship and intimacy. 

A Christian's relationship with Jesus is very close. We are "baptised into Christ Jesus". This means that we are identified with him; we have a bond with him; we are united with him through faith; we belong to him, body and soul, in life and in death. 

In this union we know Jesus personally in a real and living relationship. We experience this in our hearts and lives. It is not just a head knowledge or a theoretical understanding. Rather we know Jesus really and truly, as a person. Baptism is a visible symbol of our connection with Jesus. We are “baptised into Christ Jesus.”

The water of baptism symbolises the washing away of our sins. 
We use water to clean our bodies and our clothes. Just as water washes away the dirt of our bodies, so Jesus washes away the sin of our hearts. He cleanses us of sin. The water of baptism is a picture of the forgiveness of sin. 

Some Christians will be surprised that we do not use more water in baptism; that we only sprinkle water on a person rather than immerse her completely.
Some argue for total immersion on the basis of Paul's phrase in verse 4; "we were therefore buried with him through baptism into death". They argue that just as Jesus went down in his burial so too Christians should go down under the water in baptism. 
The problem with this is that Jesus did not go down in his burial but he went into the tomb that was carved out of the rock-face.
Another problem with this interpretation is that verses 5 and 6 use crucifixion as a symbol of our union with Christ in his death, and none of us want to imitate that as a picture or symbol. 
Also, in the Old Testament the sprinkling of water and sometimes of blood was often used as a symbol of cleansing from sin.
So we conclude that it is not the amount of water that is important but that water is used. 

So we have seen that baptism is a visible sign and seal of our union with Christ and of the forgiveness, or the washing away of our sins. 

Paul also explains that, "all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death."

This means that we are identified with Jesus in his death. When he died, we died. His death is our death. Jesus died for us, on our behalf, in our place. He died instead of us. His death paid for the sin of all who believe in him. His death is not just something we remember as an event of long ago; rather it applies to us here and now. What Jesus did back then is significant for us now because we are connected with those events through faith. 

Because of his death he has freed us from the punishment of sin because he took that punishment on himself. "There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1). Jesus has freed us from the guilt of sin. 

We remember this regularly in the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

3. We have seen that we have died to sin through our baptism into Christ’s death. This has happened so we can LIVE A NEW LIFE.

This is the emphasis of these verses and of the entire chapter. Not only are we united with Christ in his death, we are also united with him in his resurrection, “in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father we too may live a new life.” (v 4)
 
"Christ was raised from the dead". Paul states this as a fact. He doesn't try to prove it or argue it - not here anyway. He simply assumes this as one of the fundamental truths of the Christian faith. 

He then explains that Christ was raised from the dead "through the glory of the Father."
Glory is one of the attributes or characteristics of God. He is glorious. His glory is closely associated with his power. Rev 1:6; "To him be glory and power for ever and ever!" The resurrection of Christ is one of the great displays of God's power and glory. (Eph 1:19f) 

This same power is at work in our lives. "Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the father, we too may live a new life." 

The power of God that raised Jesus from the dead is also at work in us to enable us to live a new life. 
Remember that baptism is a sign and seal of our union with Christ. 
This means that what is true of Jesus is true of us; what happened to him has happened to us. 
He was raised to live a new life; we have been raised to live a new life. 
We no longer live for ourselves and for sin, but we live for God and for righteousness.
We no longer serve Satan as our master; rather we are servants of the Lord Jesus.
We no longer live for the pleasures of the world; rather we live to please Jesus.

This is very important. Tomorrow you will go out into the world again. 
You may face pressures at home, tensions at work, difficulties with the children, problems with your employer or employees. 
The conversation around you may be ungodly.
You may hear coarse jokes and swearing. 
No mention will be made of God or of the Bible. 
We live in a society that ignores God and is often opposed to his truth and laws. 

Yet if you claim to be a Christian you have died to sin and are called to live a new life.

Are you a Christian?
Have you been baptised?
If you have, do you know this union with Christ that baptism pictures? 
Do you live in him and with him?
Are you getting rid of sin, putting it to death?
Are you living a new life? 
Do you have a new perspective, a changed outlook, new priorities, a different goal, a fresh motivation?
Is your faith producing works? 
Are you like a good tree producing good fruit? 

“Don’t you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ were baptised into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just a Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (vs 3-4)

Are you living that new life? 

Amen

